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Are your beneþciary designations òstaleó?

Even if you have the most up-to-date will or living trust, if beneþciary 
designations on life insurance and retirement plans are not reviewed 

regularly, much of your careful planning could be in vain. Why?

n �Under federal law, a surviving spouse is automatically the 
beneþciary of a 401(k) plan. This is true despite what a will states 
or even what the beneþciary designation provides. If a widow or 
widower remarries, the new spouse will be entitled to the funds 
unless a spousal consent waiver has been properly executed.  

n �Unlike a 401(k) account, an IRA does not automatically pass to a 
surviving spouse. Instead, the beneþciary designation on þle with 







A note of sincere thanks 

As a loyal and committed supporter 
to Queen’s University,* we want to thank 
you for all you have done for us in the 
past. Your generosity has enabled us to 
continue to further the mission of the 
university to oύer quality education 
to its students and to empower its 
graduates to provide exemplary service 
in their communities. 

If you are thinking about including 
any charitable provisions in your plans, 
we hope you will consider including 
Queen’s University* in them, thus 
ensuring your enduring support in the 
future. If you have already done so, 
please consider letting us know so we 
can express our deep appreciation and 
welcome you as a member of the Royal 
Legacy Society.

Above all, know that we are grateful 
for you.

Royal Legacy Society
The Royal Legacy Society recognizes those 

alumni and friends who have thoughtfully 
remembered Queen’s University through 
a bequest or other future gift commitment. 

If you have already remembered Queen’s 
in your estate plans, please let us know so 
that we can honour your intention.

For more information on the Royal 
Legacy Society, please visit our website at 
queensu.ca/alumni/rls.

We look forward to welcoming you.
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