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Location:    Queen’s University 

 

Responsibility:   Principal Investigators, Research Staff, Veterinary Staff 

 

Purpose:   The purpose of this Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is to describe 

approved techniques for the humane killing of rodents using physical 

methods. 
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http://oslovet.norecopa.no/teaching/mouse/techniques/rederive/default.html 

 

Training for this technique is required to ensure that dislocation is cervical and 
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Anesthesia is also a requirement and must be described in the AUP. 

 

Exsanguination: 

¶ Animals may be exsanguinated to harvest large volumes of blood, but only when 
deeply anesthetized (surgical plane). 

¶ Deeply anesthetize animal according to SOP 10.6 “Anesthesia in Rats”. 

¶ Collect blood from the heart via cardiac puncture technique. (See SOP: 10.10.3 

Cardiac Puncture Blood Collection) 

¶ To confirm death, 
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