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should be carefully removed. Allow the animal to rest before trying the procedure 

again. No more than three attempts are allowed. 

¶ Once in position, inject the fluid slowly to prevent it from coming back up into the 

oral cavity or rupturing the esophagus. If the animal starts to cough or choke, stop 

injecting (do not attempt again for a minimum of 24 hours). Remove the needle 

and allow the animal to recover in its cage. Monitor closely for the next hour, if 

there is any respiratory distress euthanize the animal (see section 5 below).  

¶ Once administered, remove the needle gently, following the same angle as 

insertion. 

¶ Place animal back in cage and monitor for 10 minutes.  

¶ Frequency of gavage to be determined by the UACC.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credit: UBC Animal Care Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

 





https://www.kentscientific.com/products/productView.asp?productID=6224&Mouse_Rat=Surgical&Products=Feeding+Needles
https://www.kentscientific.com/products/productView.asp?productID=6224&Mouse_Rat=Surgical&Products=Feeding+Needles
https://iacuc.wsu.edu/documents/2016/06/wsu_sop_10.pdf/

