
 

 

 

 
 

Location: Queen’s University 

 

Responsibility: Principal Investigators (PI), Research Staff, Veterinary Staff 

 

Purpose: The purpose of this Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is to describe the supportive 

care measures to be utilized when rodents undergo research procedures. 

 

1. Introduction and Definitions:   While historical data on side effects and adverse reactions to 

established treatments or surgical procedures in rodents may be available, such information on new 

or novel treatments and surgical procedures may be sparse.  If there is little data available on a 

proposed new treatment or procedure, very close monitoring will be required to ensure success. 

 

Abbreviations: intramuscular IM, intraperitoneal IP, Intravenous IV, subcutaneous SC, per os PO 

 

2. Materials: 

¶ Sterile syringes (assorted sizes: 1 – 3ml) 

¶ Sterile needles (assorted sizes: 25g – 30g) 

¶ Fluids: Lactated Ringers or 0.9% NaCl 

¶ Heating disc or heat lamp 

¶ Eye lubricant 

¶ Analgesic agents 

¶ Weigh scale 

¶ Oxygen source 

¶ Isoflurane anesthetic macf
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¶ Determine prior to treatment if the animal will be manually restrained; see SOP #7.20 and 10.20. 

¶ Determine prior to treatment which route of injection will be used, see SOP #7.9 and 10.9. 

¶ Fluids are given SC and ideally should be warm: 1 ml per mouse once or twice daily depending 

on response to treatment. 

¶ Information regarding the substance given, route of administration and any additional treatments 

must be written on the back of the rodent’s cage card. 

¶ If analgesics are required, refer to the Animal Use Protocol for 


