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Location:    Queen’s University 

 

Responsibility:   Principal Investigators, Research Staff, Veterinary Staff 

 

Purpose:   The purpose of this Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is to describe 

the technique for performing an ovariectomy in the mouse. 

 

1. Introduction and Definitions: Ovariectomy
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¶ The hemostats should be left clamped for 15-20 seconds to minimize hemorrhage.  

Gently holding the fat pad, release the hemostats and check for bleeding.  If 

bleeding persists, apply pressure again for an additional 15-20 seconds or apply a 

ligature of absorbable suture (6-0).  Return the uterine horn to the abdomen. 

¶ The muscle can be closed with 6-0 absorbable interrupted suture(s) (Figure 9).  
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Figure 2 – Skin Incision 

 

 
Figure 3 – Shifting skin to lateral aspect of the thorax to find white patch 
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Figure 4 – Incision through muscle wall to expose fat pad, single suture on muscle wall 

 

 
Figure 5 – Fat pad gently lifted outwards to exteriorize the ovary 
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Figure 6 – Mosquito hemostats to crush the oviduct and cranial part of the uterine horn distal 

to the ovary 

 

  

 
Figure 7 – Removal of the ovary 

 

 

 



 University Animal Care Committee Standard Operating Procedure 

 

Document No: 

7.29 

Subject:  

Dorsal Approach Ovariectomy (Mice) 

Date Issued:  

November 14, 2022 

Revision: 

Original 

Page No: 

7 

 

 

 

 
Figure 8 – Ovaries removed 

 

 
Figure 9 – Muscle wall sutured 
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