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Location:    Queen’s University 

 

Responsibility:   Principal Investigators, Research Staff, Veterinary Staff 

 

Purpose:   The purpose of this Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is to describe the methods of 

saphenous blood collection in mice. 

 

1. Introduction and Definitions: 

Abbreviations:  Animal Care Services ACS, Principal Investigator PI, subcutaneous SC, intravenous IV, 

intraperitoneal IP, intramuscular IM, per os PO, per rectum PR 

Use the following table to determine the most appropriate site for blood collection based on the volume required. 
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~ 5 minutes to warm the mouse, making sure the animal does not overheat. 

¶ Place the mouse in a restraining device with hind legs free. 

¶ Remove hair from caudal surface of thigh with clippers (if necessary) 

¶ Swab the site with alcohol. 

¶ Apply petroleum jelly to the collection site. This aids in the formation of a large bead 
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http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/bloodsamplingmicrosite/page.asp?id=322
http://www.usp.br/bioterio/Artigos/Procedimentos%20experimentais/Bleeding.pdf
https://oacu.oir.nih.gov/sites/default/files/uploads/arac-guidelines/rodent_bleeding.pdf
https://animal.research.uiowa.edu/iacuc-guidelines-blood-collection
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