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rights	atrocities	that	take	place	under	the	Iranian	regime;	
(5)	its	sheltering	and	material	support	of	terrorist	groups;	
and,	(6)	the	country’s	neglect	to	guarantee	the	protection	
of	foreign	diplomatic	personnel.3	

Indeed,	many	of	these	are	legitimate	factors	and	therefore	
warrant	Canada’s	continued	condemnation	of	the	Iranian	
regime.	Iran	has	for	long	been	Syria’s	key	strategic	ally	in	
preserving	 the	 Assad	 regime;	 Ali	 Khamenei,	 Iran’s	
Supreme	Leader,	 is	 one	of	 the	harshest	 critics	 of	 Israel’s	
presence	
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Canada	cannot	simply	select	some	and	ignore	others	from	
it.		

First,	 Canada	 forfeited	 its	 diplomatic	 channel	 of	
communication	 with	 an	 important	 regional	 power.	 The	
implications	 of	 this	 are	 sizeable	 and	 should	 not	 be	
overlooked,	as	it	meant	Canada	lost	its	way	of	talking	to,	
negotiating,	and	working	with	Iranian	officials	to	advance	
Canadian	 interests	 inside	of	 the	 country.	 Canada	also	no	
longer	 has	 a	 direct	 and	 reliable	 way	 of	 conveying	 its	
messages	 or	 concerns	 with	 the	 Iranian	 regime	 about	 its	
domestic	and	international	behaviour.	In	addition,	having	
no	 embassy	 or	 physical	 diplomatic	 presence	 in	 Tehran	
makes	 it	 nearly	 impossible	 for	 Canadian	 authorities	 to	
actively	defend	its	citizens	who	live	in	Iran	and	are	in	need	
of	 immediate	 consular	 service—not	 to	 mention	 those	



The Case for Restoring Relations with Iran 

	
4	

Volume 5, Issue 1 January 2019 

Conclusion	
To	 conclude,	 this	 policy	 brief	 has	 made	 the	 case	 for	 re-
engaging	with	Iran	on	formal	diplomatic	levels.	Though	the	
Islamic	Republic	is	a	kleptocratic	theocracy	whose	foreign	
and	domestic	policy	run	opposite	to	Canadian	values,	the	
need	for	Canada	to	restore	its	diplomatic	ties	with	Tehran	
is—and	 should	 be—


