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are as diverse as Canada. They can be focused on a particular topic, but often they maintain
world views that bring them in confict with the mainstream point of view. Hence, they
often evolve in the fringes of the political sphere where the information environment is
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the misleading content produced by foreign sources and disseminate it. At the same time, it
gives foreign (mis)information a veil of legitimacy since it is spread not by a foreign entity,
but by fellow citizens. Such involvement by Canadians can increase the return on investment
for the oppositional foreign entity as the campaign can take a life all of its own in the hands
of domestic groups.

Addressing Domestic and Foreign Disinformation

Addressing online disinformation in constitutional democracies like Canada represents
a considerable challenge because of the paramount importance of freedom of press and
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media and thus the engagement of the Canadian society at large. This is one of the avenues
through which awareness of the issue can be raised.

This policy brief has to conclude with a warning against strictly reactionary approach:
preventive measures must also be taken. Societal resilience is fundamental and entails
Canadians being able to recognize disinformation and realizing the individual and societal
danger it represents. For instance, broad measures have been taken in France to increase
social media literacy through their Ministére de la Culture. (Ministére de la Culture, n. d.) The
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