
	

	

1 

CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL AND DEFENCE POLICY 
 
 
 
 

COUNTRY PROFILE                                                                    FOR INORMATION 



	

	

2 

in two rounds if needed, for a 5-year term. The last election was held February 18th, 2016 
and the next election is scheduled for February 2021. Uganda is rated 20th out of the 54 
states in sub-
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coupled with rising public debt, has severely impeded production and import capabilities. 
In 2015, the Gross Domestic Product – real growth rate was measured to be only 5.2%.  
 
Agriculture remains the most important sector of the country’s economy, employing over 
two-thirds of the work force. The main agriculture products include; coffee, tea, cotton, 
tobacco, potatoes, corn, cut flowers, beef, goat meat, milk, and poultry – coffee 
accounting for the bulk of export revenues. The population below the poverty line is 
around 19.7% and the literacy rate is around 78.4%. The major export commodities 
include; coffee, fish and fish products, tea, cotton, flowers, horticultural products, and 
gold. Furthermore, Uganda’s key export partners include; Rwanda 10.1%, UAE 9.8%, 
DRC 9.3%, Kenya 9.1%, Netherlands 6%, Germany 5.7%, Italy 5.5%, China 5.3%. The 
country’s main imports include; capital equipment, vehicles, petroleum, medical supplies, 
and cereals. The major import partners include; Kenya 18.3%, UAE 14.3%, India 12.8%, 
China 11.3%, and Japan 4.4%. 
 
Extractive activities  
The extractive industry, specifically mining, has been documented as early as the 1920s, 
witnessing a boom in the 1950s as it accounted for 30 percent of the country's exports. It 
received a further boost when mining revenues increased by 48 percent between 1995 and 
1997. However, the World Bank reported that the sector's contribution to GDP dropped 
from 6 percent during the 1970s to below 0.5 percent in 2010. Uganda's extractive industry 
activities have been identified by the Natural Resource Governance Institute as focused on 
extraction of cobalt, gold, copper, iron ore, tungsten, steel, tin and other industrial products 
such as cement, diamonds, salt and vermiculite. Limestone is sold in local markets whereas 
gold, tin, and tungsten are major exports. Interest in Uganda’s mineral potential has been 
increasing substantially since the country has made efforts to improve its mining and 
investment code. Uganda faces a tall order as it attempts to revamp its underperforming 
mining industry in the wake of slumping global mineral prices—the latest hurdle testing 
government efforts to rev up a faltering economy. In order to lure investors, the government 
has proposed a wide range of tax breaks, as well as scrapping of import duties on mining 
equipment ahead of the planned licensing round. In 2015 Uganda completed a $75 million 
national mineral survey that identified deposits of uranium, tin, coltan, nickel, copper and 
gold. The survey, funded by the World Bank and Nordic Bank, is intended to develop 
advanced geological data to attract investors and increase the mining industry. The survey 
divided Uganda into six blocks and found that western Uganda to have the highest 
concentration of minerals.  
 
The large-scale oil deposits have been described 
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Uganda has also in principle committed itself to EITI membership, but has not yet taken 
the necessary steps for inclusion.  
 
Potential Interest: a public portal that provides spatial view and maps mines across 
Uganda with the purpose to improve stakeholder communication, reduce corruption, 
improve transparency and promote investment. 

- http://portals.flexicadastre.com/uganda/    
 

 
 
Key issues in the country 
Rebel Groups and Refugees 
The Ugandan rebel group, the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), remains active across the 
Central African Republic, South Sudan, and northern DRC, with ongoing allegations of 
killings and abductions. The safety concerns posed by the LRA have improved over the 
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Illegal Mining 
There is a gold rush in Uganda, to the extent that local citizens will set up informal 



	

	

7 

officers to senior positions. The UPF has also created such militaristic units as the Rapid 
Response Unit (formerly known as the Violent Crimes Crack Unit), the Black Mamba, 
the Chieftaincy of Military Intelligence, 
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Kampala, including home invasions, homicides, sexual assault, robberies, and stabbings. 
Other crimes such as pick pocketing, purse snatching, and thefts from hotels and parked 
vehicles or vehicles stalled in traffic jams are common. 
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- Tel: +256- 414- 311111 
- Website: http://www.gov.ug/ministry/ministry-energy-and-mineral-development  

 
Ministry of Information and National Guidance 

- To regulate the media and coordinate the dissemination of information on 
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4. https://www.hrw.org/news/2014/02/03/uganda-rights-risk-new-mining-region  
5. https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2015/09/03/gold-fever-grips-uganda.html  
6. http://ugandaradionetwork.com/story/school-children-in-moroto-take-to-gold-

mining 
7. http://data.worldbank.org/country/uganda  
8. http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/hdr14-summary-en.pdf  
9. http://www.africa.upenn.edu/NEH/uhistory.htm  
10. http://www.africa.upenn.edu/NEH/uindustry.htm  
11. http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2963.htm#history  
12. http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en/country-notes/east-africa/uganda/  
13. http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/uganda.htm  
14. https://www.mbendi.com/indy/ming/af/ug/p0005.htm#5  
15. http://www.resourcegovernance.org/our-work/country/uganda  
16. http://www.africaw.com/major-problems-facing-uganda-today  
17. http://www.refworld.org/docid/4885a9171a.html  
18. https://www.osac.gov/pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=17446  
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