
Reforming federal election debates in 
Canada

Michelle Rogers 
January 2010

) )

" # $ % & # ' ( & % ) #

*%+,- (' ,#.("&/"-

 
Policy Studies Building, Room 335 
138 Union Street 
Queen’s University 
Kingston, Ontario, Canada K7L 3N6 
Tel:  613 533-6273  Fax: 613 533-2135  
www queensu ca/csd 



2

“The two de*initive prerequisites of democracy are the fair and  inclusive right to vote and 
the  opportunity  to  conduct  informed,  uncensored  public  discussion  of  ideas.  Debate 
without voting would be  insuf*icient  for the  realization  of democracy, as would be  voting 
without any public deliberation.”1

Stephen Coleman

Reforming Federal Election Debates in Canada
Centre for the Study of Democracy, Queen’s University, 2010
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6),&H&L,"7H$9-L*"()?";$);&H)&?";6,6]&)L*" H(,.&H",.()"=&6)7",$$";%$L&%B",6&?",$"()"(7&);B"
%6I&"N%&;,6$)L"#()(?(/"V.&"'$?&%"$8",.&")$)C-(H,6L()"Y&(79&"$8"b$'&)"f$,&HL"0F.&)"6,"
L-$)L$H&?" \+" -H&L6?&),6(%" ?&=(,&L" L,(H,6)7" 6)" !cQW3" F(L" '$H&" (,,H(;,6P&" ,.()" ("
7$P&H)'&),"$H"-(H,B"?$'6)(,&?"'$?&%/"
+&;$)?*"-(H,6;6-(),L"(,",.&"H$9)?,(=%&".(?"'()B"P(%9(=%&"6?&(L"$)".$F",$"6'-H$P&",.&"
?&=(,&L"()?"5L/" VH6)("5;Z9&&)"'(?&",.&"&O;&%%&)," L977&L,6$)",.(,"L-&;6(%,B";.())&%L"
%6I&" dH(P$" $)" ;9%,9H&" $H" ,.&" <6L;$P&HB" #.())&%" $)" ,.&" &)P6H$)'&)," ;$9%?" L-$)L$H"
,.&'&?"?&=(,&L/"V.6L"L977&L,6$)".(L"(%L$"=&&)"6);$H-$H(,&?"6),$",.&"-(-&H/"
V.&" ,.6H?" '(j$H" ;.()7&" 8H$'" ,.&" e6HL," ?H(8," ;$);&H)L" ;H6,&H6(" 8$H" -(H,6;6-(,6$)/" V.&"
-(-&H" .(?" 6)6,6(%%B" H&;$''&)?&?" ,.(," #()(?("(?$-," ,.&" 796?&%6)&L" $8" ,.&" >--%&L&&?"
#6,6]&)KL" V(LI8$H;&" $)" M(6H" <&=(,&L*" 6)P6,6)7" -(H,6;6-(),L" (;;$H?6)7" ,$" ,.&" ;H6,&H6(" $8"
L,()?6)7" 6)":(H%6('&),"$H",.&" -$%%L*" ()?".(P6)7" ;()?6?(,&L" 6)"("-H&L;H6=&?")9'=&H"$8"
H6?6)7L" (;H$LL" ,.&" ;$9),HB/" V.6L" .(?" ,.&" -H(;,6;(%" &88&;," $8" ?6Li9(%68B6)7" ,.&" d%$;"
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&);$9H(76)7" -9=%6;" ?&=(,&`,.&" L9=j&;," $8" ,.6L" -(-&H/" V.&" 59)I" <&=(,&L" 0()$,.&H"
?&=(,&L" 6)6,6(,6P&" L9--$H,&?" =B" ,.&" >9H&(" M$9)?(,6$)3" ;$''6LL6$)&?" (" =(;I7H$9)?"
-(-&H"()?"-9=%6;"$-6)6$)"L9HP&B"$)"#()(?(KL"%&(?&HL.6-"?&=(,&L*"F.6;.".(L"-H$P&)"P&HB"
9L&89%" ,$" ,.6L"H&L&(H;./" [9?B(H?"gH68e6,.L*" ;$C$H7()6]&H" $8",.&"59)I"<&=(,&L*" (LL&H,L" ("
-$6),"$8"-H6);6-%&",.(,",.6L" L,9?B"&)?$HL&LJ"4>'$)7",.&"(?P();&?"?&'$;H(;6&L*" #()(?("
6L"(%%"=9,"(%$)&"6)"-&H-&,9(,6)7"()"&%&;,6$)"?&=(,&"LBL,&'",.(,"6L"9,,&H%B")$),H()L-(H&),*"
H68&"F6,."L&H6$9L" ;$)e%6;,L" $8"6),&H&L,*" ()?" ,&;.)$%$76;(%%B" ("?&;(?&" =&.6)?" ,.&",6'&Lm
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(H79(=%B"=&;$'&"&P&)"'$H&" 6'-$H,()," 6)" ,.6L" ?676,(%" (7&/" V$?(B*" 6)?6P6?9(%L" .(P&" ,.&"
-$F&H",$"L&%8CL&%&;,",.&"6)8$H'(,6$)",.&B"6),(I&"8H$'"("'9%,6,9?&"$8"L$9H;&L/"T8,&)*" ,.6L"
'&()L" ;.$$L6)7" 6)8$H'(,6$)" ,.(," ;$)8$H'L" ,$" ,.&6H" &O6L,6)7" P6&FL/" N%&;,6$)" ?&=(,&L*"
F.6;." 8$H;&",.&" 6)?6P6?9(%" ,$".&(H" $--$L6)7"-$L6,6$)L"$)",.&" 6LL9&L" '(B" ,.9L" =&"&P&)"
'$H&"6'-$H,(),",$?(B",.()",.&B"F&H&"(,",.&",6'&"$8",.&"e6HL,"^&))&?BhE6O$)"?&=(,&L/
V.&H&"(H&"8$9H";H6,6;6L'L"$8",.&"L,(,9L"i9$"$8"#()(?6()"&%&;,6$)"?&=(,&LJ

1) V.&B"(H&"?&;6L6P&%B")$,",H()L-(H&),*"=&6)7")&7$,6(,&?"6)"-H6P(,&"=B".67.%B"=6(L&?"
-(H,6&Ln

2) V.&B"?$")$," 8$%%$F",.&"?&'$;H(,6;"-H6);6-%&L" ,.(,"796?&",.&"H&L," $8",.&"&%&;,6$)"
-H$;&LLn

3) :H6P(,&"6),&H&L,L"(H&"?&&-%B"6)e%9&),6(%"6)"?&,&H'6)6)7",.&"?&,(6%L"$8"?&=(,&Ln
4) V.&"L$%&"'&?69'"9L&?",$"=H$(?;(L," ?&=(,&L`,&%&P6L6$)`?$&L")$,"-H$P6?&",.&"
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Introduction–2008, Debating the Debates

“The leaders’ debates are arguably the most signi*icant democratic obligation 
exercised by the Canadian media during an election.” 10

Elizabeth May

“In talking about debates, we are talking about a TV show. The goals and the results 
might be advancing democracy and citizenship, but it is still a TV show. It is not 
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,.&"?6LL$%9,6$)"$8":(H%6('&),*" ,&)"-&H;&),"6)")(,6$)(%"$-6)6$)"-$%%L"6)",.&"%&(?C9-",$",.&"
&%&;,6$)*"()?"8&?&H(%"89)?6)7*" ,.&"gH&&)L"F&H&".$-&89%" ,.&B"F$9%?"=&"6)P6,&?",$" ?&=(,&"
L6);&*" 46)" $H?&H" ,$" &O;%9?&" q,.&'r" ,.&" #$)L$H,69'"F$9%?" .(P&" ,$" =H&(I" F6,." 6,L" $F)"
-H&;&?&),L/@!W " X$F&P&H*" 6)" +&-,&'=&H*" ,.&" #$)L$H,69'" 6LL9&?" (" -H&LL" H&%&(L&" L,(,6)7"
,.(,",.&"Y&(?&H"$8",.&"gH&&)":(H,B"F$9%?")$,"=&"6)P6,&?",$"?&=(,&/""
+9--$H," 8$H" 5(B" H&L$9)?&?" 8H$'" F$'&)KL" 7H$9-L" L9;." (L" ,.&" Gb#>*" H&L-&;,&?"
-$%6,6;6()L" L9;."(L" l$&" #%(HI*" ()?" ,.&"7&)&H(%"-9=%6;*" F6,."$-6)6$)"-$%%L" H&P&(%6)7" ,.(,"
,F$C,.6H?L"$8"#()(?6()L"(--H$P&?"$8"gH&&)":(H,B"-(H,6;6-(,6$)"6)",.&"?&=(,&L/!Q">8,&H"DS"
.$9HL"$8"&O;6,&'&),*",.&"4$%?"=$BL";%9=@"=(;I&?"?$F)*"()?"6)P6,&?"5(B",$"?&=(,&/
V.&" 4,&L," $8" (" ?&'$;H(;B*@"()?" $)&" ,.(," #()(?(")&(H%B" 8(6%&?*" 46L" .$F" 8(6H%B" 6," ,H&(,L"

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_v._Canada_(Attorney_General)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_v._Canada_(Attorney_General)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R._v._Bryan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R._v._Bryan
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Of Democratic Concern

<&'$;H(;B".(L"9)?&H7$)&",.H&&"F(P&L"$8"&P$%9,6$)/1_"<6H&;,"?&'$;H(;B*"=$H)"6)">,.&)L"
6)"U22"d#*" (%%$F&?"'(%&";6,6]&)L",$"P$,&"$)"()?"?&,&H'6)&",.&"-$%6;6&L"$8",.&"L,(,&/" "A)"
,.&"!_,.";&),9HB*" ,.&"dH6,6L."=&7()",$"=96%?"-(H%6('&),(HB"6)L,6,9,6$)L",.(,"-H$P6?&?"8$H"
H&-H&L&),(,6P&" 7$P&H)();&" $8" (" %(H7&H" -$-9%(,6$)/" #6,6]&)L" ?6?" )$," ?&;6?&" 6LL9&L"
6)?6P6?9(%%B" (L" ,.&B" .(?" 6)" >,.&)L*" =9," &%&;,&?" H&-H&L&),(,6P&L" ,$" ?$" L$" $)" ,.&6H"
=&.(%P&L/" V.&" ,.6H?" F(P&`'(LL" ?&'$;H(;B`.(L" &),(6%&?" (" -H$;&LL" $8" &O,&)?6)7"
?&'$;H(;B",$"-H&P6$9L%B"&O;%9?&?"L&7'&),L/" "<&P&%$-'&),L"6)",.6L"F(P&".(P&"6);%9?&?"
,.&"H&'$P(%" $8"H&%676$9L" H&L,H6;,6$)L1D "()?"-H$-&H,B" H&i96H&'&),L1U*" ,.&"&O,&)?6)7"$8"
L988H(7&",$"F$'&)1W*"()?",.&"L,H&)7,.&)6)7"$8",.&"L&;H&,"=(%%$,1Q/
N%&;,$H(,&L" )$F" )9'=&H" 6)" ,.&" '6%%6$)L`8(H" =&B$)?" ,.&" .()?89%" $8" ;6,6]&)L" F.$"
6)6,6(%%B" -(H,6;6-(,&?" 6)" ;%(LL6;(%" ?&'$;H(;B*" $H" 6)" ,.&" &(H%B" L,(7&L" $8" -(H%6('&),(HB"
?&'$;H(;B/" ">L"L9;.*"("F&%%CF$HI6)7"?&'$;H(;B",$?(B"H&i96H&L"("-9=%6;",.(,"6L"6)8$H'&?"
()?"&)7(7&?/"
A)"#()(?(*" P$,&H" ,9H)$9," 6L" (," ()" (%%C,6'&" %$F/" A)" ,.&"122D"8&?&H(%" &%&;,6$)*" (" '&(7&H"
W2/ck"$8"#()(?6()L";(L,"("=(%%$,/"A)"122S*",.6L"?H$--&?"&P&)"%$F&H",$"Uc/!k/"Y$F"P$,&H"
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Y&L%6&C>))&" ^&$F)&KL" (H,6;%&" Keeping  Up  with  the  Times  9L&L" ,.&" g$P&H)'&)," $8"
#()(?(KL" 2003  General  Social  Survey  on  Social  Engagement__ " ,$" ?&,&H'6)&" .$F"
#()(?6()L"8$%%$F" ,.&")&FL/"+.&")$,&L",.(,"Sck"$8"#()(?6()L" 8$%%$F")&FL"()?";9HH&),"
(88(6HL" 8H&i9&),%B`cUk" $8" L&)6$HL" ()?" Qck" $8" B$9)7" (?9%,L" (7&?" 0!cC1D" B&(HL3/_D"
<9H6)7",.&" 122W"#()(?6()" 8&?&H(%"&%&;,6$)*" #(H%&,$)"\)6P&HL6,BKL" L;.$$%" $8"j$9H)(%6L'"
;$)?9;,&?"(" L,9?B" ,.(," ?&,&H'6)&?" ,.(," ,&%&P6L6$)")&FL" F(L" ,.&"?$'6)()," L$9H;&"$8"
&%&;,6$)" 6)8$H'(,6$)"8$H" ,.&"-9=%6;*" F6,." #d#"()?" #Vf" )&FL" (L" ,.&" %&(?6)7" ;.())&%L/""
V.6L"F(L"8$%%$F&?"=B"H&76$)(%"?(6%B"%$;(%")&FL-(-&HL/_U"
+6);&" ,.&" ^&))&?BhE6O$)" ?&=(,&" $8" !cW2*" ,.&" 6?&(" $8" %&(?&HL" ?&=(,&L" .(L" L-H&(?"
,.H$97.$9,",.&"?&'$;H(,6;"F$H%?/"T8"8$H,BC8$9H"&L,(=%6L.&?"?&'$;H(;6&L"L,9?6&?"6)",.&"
'6?C!cc2L*"(%%"=9,"8$9H".&%?"%&(?&HL"?&=(,&L/_W"V$?(B"(")9'=&H"$8";$9),H6&L"(H&"L&&I6)7"
,$" 6'-%&'&)," ?&=(,&LJ" dH(]6%*" N;9(?$H*" l('(6;(*" l(-()*" 5&O6;$*" E('6=6(*" E6;(H(79("
E67&H6(*"+$9,.">8H6;(*"\IH(6)&/_Q

+,&-.&)" #$%&'()*" <6H&;,$H" $8" +,9?6&L" (," ,.&" X()L(H?" +$;6&,B" 8$H" :(H%6('&),(HB"
g$P&H)'&)," ()?" (" %&;,9H&H" (," ,.&" Y$)?$)" +;.$$%" $8" N;$)$'6;L*" .(L" &O-%$H&?" ,.&"
?&'$;H(,6;"P(%9&"$8",&%&P6L&?"?&=(,&L/"X&"-$6),L",$")9'&H$9L"(L-&;,L"$8"?&=(,&L"F.6;."
%&)?",$",.&6H"?&'$;H(,6;"L67)6e6;();&/"E&P&H,.&%&LL*".&"(%L$")$,&L",.(,"F.&H&"?&=(,&L"(H&"
L,(7&?"-&H8$H'();&L*"(L"$--$L&?",$" ,H9&"?&=(,&L*"()?"L9=j&;,",$"$P&HF.&%'6)7"'&?6("
.B-&*" 4,.&)",.&";%(6'" ,.(," ?&=(,&L" ;$),H6=9,&" ,$" %6=&H(%" ?&'$;H(,6;" ;9%,9H&" L.$9%?"=&"
?6L'6LL&?"(L".$%%$F/@_S

V$" &).();&" ,.&" ?&'$;H(,6;" i9(%6,B" $8" ?&=(,&L*" #$%&'()" L977&L,L" ,.(," (9?6&);&"
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()?" -$%6;6&L" $8" ,.&" ?&=(,&L" H&'(6)" L&;H&,/" >)?*" )&F" ,&;.)$%$76&L" .(P&" )$," =&&)"
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6. <&=(,&L" H(6L&" ,.&"%&P&%" $8"(F(H&)&LL" ()?"9)?&HL,()?6)7"$8"-H$=%&'L" ()?"-(H,B"
-$%6;6&L/"

7. <&=(,&L"&)(=%&";()?6?(,&L",$"'(I&",.&'L&%P&L"'$H&"F6?&%B"I)$F)"$H",$";$HH&;,"
)&7(,6P&"(L-&;,L"$8",.&6H"-9=%6;"6'(7&/

8. <&=(,&L" .&%-" %&76,6'6]&" -$%6,6;(%" 6)L,6,9,6$)L" ()?" &);$9H(7&" ,.&" -$%6,6;(%"
6)P$%P&'&),"$8"B$9)7"-&$-%&/DD

Y$$I6)7"(," &(;."$8" ,.&L&"L,9?6&L*" $)&"6)8&H&);&"-H&L&),L" 6,L&%8/" " A8"(" I&B"-H$=%&'"F6,."
'(LL" ?&'$;H(;B" 6)" #()(?(" %6&L" 6)" %$F" P$,&H" I)$F%&?7&" ()?" ,9H)$9,*" ()?" 68" %&(?&HL"
?&=(,&L"(H&"()"(;;&LL6=%&"L$9H;&"$8"-$%6,6;(%"6)8$H'(,6$)"F6,.",.&"-$,&),6(%",$"&);$9H(7&"
P$,&H" -(H,6;6-(,6$)*" ,.&)" 6," 6L" ;%&(H%B" F$H,.F.6%&" ,$" &O-%$H&" .$F" ,.&L&" -$L6,6P&"
;$),H6=9,6$)L"$8"?&=(,&L"'67.,"=&"'(O6'6]&?"6)"#()(?(/

An Argument for No Debates

V.$97."'$L,"()(%BL,L" (H79&" ,.(,"?&=(,&L" '(I&"(" P(%9(=%&";$),H6=9,6$)" ,$" ?&'$;H(;B*"
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?&=(,&",.(,";()"&?9;(,&",.&"-9=%6;*"F.6%&"'&&,6)7"-$%6,6;(%"&)?L"()?"'(I6)7"7$$?"Vf"6L"
,.&"6?&(%/""
X$F",$"=&L,"=(%();&*"()?"6);$H-$H(,&",.&"6),&H&L,L"$8"(%%"L,(I&.$%?&HL"6L",.&"7$(%"$8",.6L"
-H$j&;,/" " V$" ,.(," &)?*" ,.6L"-(-&H" L,9?6&L" ,.&".6L,$HB"$8"#()(?6()"?&=(,&L" ()?"(LL&LL&L"
6),&H)(,6$)(%"&O-&H6&);&/"T9H".$-&"6L",.(,"#()(?6()L"F6%%"?&=(,&",.&"?&=(,&L"F&%%"=&8$H&"
,.&")&O,"&%&;,6$)*"()?",.(,"$9H"H&8$H'"(7&)?(*"F6,."6,L"-H$-$L(%L"8$H"('&)?'&),L",$",.&"
Canada Elections Act"()?",.&"Broadcasting Act*"F6%%"=&"-(LL&?"=B":(H%6('&),/""
f(H6$9L" ;$),H6=9,$HL" ,$" ,.&" Y$H,6&" [&-$H," (%L$" H&;$7)6]&?" ,.(," ,.&H&" (H&" ;$)e%6;,6)7"
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P6?&$,(-&?" 6)" (?P();&/QD " b.6%&" ,.&" '&?6(" 8&%," ,.&" &P&)," F(L" =$H6)7*" -$%%L" L.$F&?"("
'6%?C-H&8&H&);&"8$H",.&"8$H'(,"=B",.&"-9=%6;/QU
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+6'6%(H%B*"V$)B"d9H'()*" 8$H'&H"#.(6H"$8",.&")&,F$HI"#$)L$H,69'*"FH6,&L*"4A"=&%6&P&"6,"6L"
,6'&" 8$H" #()(?6()LR,.H$97." ,.&"#[V#`,$" -9%%" ,.&"-%97"$)" ,.&")&,F$HIL" ()?"&),H9L,"
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United States 

Institutionalized Debates

V.&">'&H6;()"-H&L6?&),6(%"?&=(,&L"(H&"L-$)L$H&?"()?"-H$?9;&?"=B",.&"#$''6LL6$)"$)"
:H&L6?&),6(%" <&=(,&L" 0#:<3/" NL,(=%6L.&?" 6)" !cSS" =B" ,.&" [&-9=%6;()" ()?" <&'$;H(,6;"
-(H,6&L*" ()?" .&(?&?"=B" 8$H'&H" ;.(6HL" $8" ,.&" E(,6$)(%" <&'$;H(,6;" #$''6,,&&" ()?" ,.&"
E(,6$)(%"[&-9=%6;()"#$''6,,&&"0MH()I"M(.H&)I$-8"()?":(9%"^6HI3*",.&"#$''6LL6$)"6L"("
)$)-H$e6,*" )$)-(H,6L()*" U2!0;30_3" ;$H-$H(,6$)/" V.&" #:<" $H7()6]&?" ,.&" !cSS*" !cc1*"
!ccW*" 122D"()?"122S"-H&L6?&),6(%" ?&=(,&L/" A," F(L" -H&;&?&?"=B" ,.&"Y&(79&"$8"b$'&)"
f$,&HL*"F.6;."L-$)L$H&?",.&"!cQW*"!cS2"()?"!cSD"?&=(,&L/
A%%9L,H(,6P&"$8",.&"&O,&),",$"F.6;."-(H,6&L",HB",$";$),H$%",.&"?&=(,&L*" 6)"!cSQ",.&"Y&(79&"
F6,.?H&F"8H$'"?&=(,&L"L-$)L$HL.6-"6)"-H$,&L,"(7(6)L,",.&"6)e%9&);&"$8",.&"-(H,6&L/"V.&"
Y&(79&KL",H9L,&&L"P$,&?"9)()6'$9L%B",$"-9%%"$9,"8H$'",.&"?&=(,&L*" ()?"$)"T;,$=&H"_H?*"
!cSS*",.&B"6LL9&?"("?H('(,6;"-H&LL"H&%&(L&J

The League of Women Voters is withdrawing sponsorship of the presidential debates 
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>" L-&;6(%" >;," $8"#$)7H&LL" F(L" H&i96H&?" ,$" L&," (L6?&" ,.&"&i9(%" ,6'&" -H$P6L6$)L" $8" ,.&"
#$''9)6;(,6$)L">;,/"T,.&HF6L&*",.&"=H$(?;(L,&HL"F$9%?".(P&".(?",$"(%L$"-H$P6?&"&i9(%"
,6'&",$" ,.&"'()B"'6)$H"-(H,B"-H&L6?&),6(%";()?6?(,&L*"F.6;."F$9%?".(P&"-H&;%9?&?",.&"
?&=(,&L"8H$'".(--&)6)7/!2!

>" ?&=(,&" .6(,9L" $8" L6O,&&)" B&(HL" &)L9&?" F.6%&" >'&H6;()" -$%6,6;L" F&H&" ?6L,H(;,&?" =B"
'(,,&HL"L9;."(L",.&"f6&,)('"b(H*"()?",.&"b(,&H7(,&"L;()?(%/"b.&)"?&=(,&L"H&,9H)&?"6)"
!cQW*"#$)7H&LL"H&89L&?",$"L&,"(L6?&",.&"#$''9)6;(,6$)L">;,*"(L" 6,".(?"6)"!cW2*",$"(%%$F"
8$H" 9)&i9(%" ;$P&H(7&" $8" ,.&" ,F$" %&(?6)7" -H&L6?&),6(%" ;()?6?(,&L/!21 " " V.&H&8$H&*" ()"
$9,L6?&"L-$)L$H"F(L"L$97.,"L$",.(,",.&")&,F$HIL";$9%?";$P&H",.&"?&=(,&"(L"("o=$)("e6?&"
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o=6-(H,6L()K"H(,.&H",.()"o)$)-(H,6L()/K"X&"H&6,&H(,&?",.6L";.(H7&"(7(6)"6)"122D"(8,&H"=&6)7"
&O;%9?&?"8H$'",.$L&"?&=(,&L/!!D"""
V.&"122S"?&=(,&L"=&,F&&)"d(H(;I"T=('("()?"l$.)"5;#(6)"6'-%&'&),&?"("'$H&" 8H&&"
e%$F6)7"8$H'(,",.()".(?"=&&)"L&&)"6)"-H&P6$9L"B&(HL/"V.&"#:<"4F(),&?"("H&%(O&?"8$H'(,"
,.(,"6);%9?&?" ,6'&"8$H" 9)-H&?6;,(=%&"i9&L,6$)6)7"()?";.(%%&)7&L/@!!U "VF$"$8" ,.&",.H&&"
-H&L6?&),6(%" ?&=(,&L" (%%$F&?" )6)&,BCL&;$)?" ()LF&HL" ,$" i9&L,6$)L*" 8$%%$F&?" =B" e6P&"
'6)9,&L" $8"$-&)"?6L;9LL6$)/">" ,.6H?"?&=(,&",$$I" ,.&"8$H'"$8"(" ,$F)".(%%"'&&,6)7"F6,."
i9&L,6$)L" =B" 9);$''6,,&?" P$,&HL" L('-%&?" =B" ,.&" g(%%9-" TH7()6](,6$)/!!W " V.&" P6;&C
-H&L6?&),6(%" ?&=(,&L*" .$F&P&H*" (?$-,&?"(" '$H&"H676?" 8$H'(,*" ?9&" ,$"5;#(6)KL" ;$);&H)"
(=$9," ,.&" 6)&O-&H6&);&"$8" .6L" P6;&C-H&L6?&),6(%" ;()?6?(,&" +(H(." :(%6)!!Q*" ()?" (%%$F&?"
$)%B",F$"'6)9,&L"$8"?6L;9LL6$)"-&H"i9&L,6$)/""

Challengers to the Commission on Presidential Debates

Open  Debates*" (" )$)-H$e6,*" )$)-(H,6L()" $H7()6](,6$)*" ;H6,6;6]&L" ,.&" #:<" (L" =&6)7"
=6-(H,6L()*"H(,.&H",.()")$)-(H,6L()*";%$L&?",$",.&"L977&L,6$)"$8"8$H'(,";.()7&"()?",.6H?"
-(H,B";()?6?(,&L/!!S " A,L" 8$9)?&H*" g&$H7&"M(H(.*"FH6,&L" 6)".6L"=$$I"No Debate: How the 
Republican and Democratic Parties Secretly Control the Presidential Debates ",.(,",.&"#:<"
6L" (" =6-(H,6L()" $H7()6](,6$)*" (;,6)7" ,$" 6)L9%(,&" ,.&" '(j$H" -(H,6&L" 8H$'" ;.(%%&)7&" ()?"
i9&L,6$)/!!c"
A)"122D*" ,.&"dH&))()"#&),&H"8$H"l9L,6;&*" 6)";$)j9);,6$)"F6,.",&)"$,.&H"-H$C?&'$;H(;B"
;6P6;"7H$9-L!12"H&%&(L&?"("H&-$H,";%(6'6)7",.(,",.&"#:<"4'(Li9&H(?&qLr"(L"(")$)-(H,6L()"
L-$)L$H@" ()?" 4L&;H&,%B" L9='6,L" ,$" ,.&" ?&'()?L" $8" ,.&" [&-9=%6;()" ()?" <&'$;H(,6;"
;()?6?(,&L/@!1!"A,";$);%9?&?J"

The consequences of such deceptive major party control are distressing.  Candidates 
that voters want to see are often excluded, such as Ross Perot. Issues the American 
people want to hear about are often ignored, such as free trade and child poverty. 
And the debates have been reduced to a series of glori*ied bipartisan news 
conferences, in which the Republican and Democratic candidates exchange 
memorized sound bites.122

>L" (" L$%9,6$)*" ,.&" H&-$H," -H$-$L&?" ,.&" #6,6]&)KL" <&=(,&" #$''6LL6$)" 0#<#3" (L" ()"
(%,&H)(,6P&"-H&L6?&),6(%" ?&=(,&" L-$)L$H/" #H&(,&?"6)"l()9(HB"122D"=B"Open Debates*" ,.&"
#<#" (6'L" ,$" L-$)L$H" e6P&" )6)&,BC'6)9,&" -H&L6?&),6(%" ?&=(,&L" ()?"$)&" )6)&,BC'6)9,&"

Reforming Federal Election Debates in Canada
Centre for the Study of Democracy, Queen’s University, 2010
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P6;&"-H&L6?&),6(%"?&=(,&/"V.&"#<#"=$HH$F&?"8H$'",.&"
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(LL&'=%&"("?6P&HL&"-()&%"$8"(;(?&'6;*" ;6P6;*" (H,6L,6;*" H&%676$9L*"'&?6(*" %(=$H"()?"
=9L6)&LL"%&(?&HL",$"(LI"i9&L,6$)L/!1Q

United Kingdom
V.$97."#()(?("6).&H6,&?"("-(H%6('&),(HB"LBL,&'"$8"7$P&H)'&),"8H$'"N)7%()?*"%&(?&HL"

http://www.gfknop.com/customresearch-uk/sectors/socialresearch/marketspecialisations/polling/index.en.html
http://www.gfknop.com/customresearch-uk/sectors/socialresearch/marketspecialisations/polling/index.en.html
http://www.gfknop.com/customresearch-uk/sectors/socialresearch/marketspecialisations/polling/index.en.html
http://www.gfknop.com/customresearch-uk/sectors/socialresearch/marketspecialisations/polling/index.en.html
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A)"122U",.&"dd#"(6H&?",.&"-H$7H('"Question  Time/"V.H&&" ;()?6?(,&L" -(H,6;6-(,&?" 6)" ("
L&H6&L" $8" L-&;6(%" =H$(?;(L,L" ?9H6)7" F.6;." &(;." ;()?6?(,&*" (%$)&" $)" L,(7&*" ()LF&H&?"
i9&L,6$)L" 8H$'" ,.&" L,9?6$" (9?6&);&" ()?" (" '$?&H(,$H/" >77H&LL6P&" i9&L,6$)6)7" =B"
(9?6&);&" '&'=&HL" F(L" (%%$F&?*" ()?" ,.&" '$?&H(,$H" -H&LL&?" ;()?6?(,&L" ,$" ()LF&H"
F.&H&"6,"L&&'&?",.&B"F&H&"&P(?6)7"i9&L,6$)L/!_c"

Reforming Federal Election Debates in Canada
Centre for the Study of Democracy, Queen’s University, 2010

!_c"56)$F"()?"Y('(B*"122S*"SW/







35

>,",.&"122D"?&=(,&*"%&(?&HL"F&H&"i9&L,6$)&?"=B"("e6P&C'&'=&H"-()&%*"H&-H&L&),6)7"&(;."
$8",.&"'(j$H">9L,H(%6()"'&?6("7H$9-L*" 6)L,&(?"$8"=B"("L6)7%&"'$?&H(,$H/"V.&"&P&),"F(L"
.$L,&?"=B"#.())&%"E6)&*"F6,.">d#"(L",.&"$)%B"$,.&H")&,F$HI",$"(6H",.&"?&=(,&L/"#.())&%"
E6)&" (%L$" (6H&?" 6,L" ;9L,$'(HB" 8$%%$F" 9-" -H$7H('" 8&(,9H6)7" ,.&" oF$H'/K" " V.&" -H$7H('"
Lateline" 0$)">d#3"H&-$H,&?",.(,"$)%B"$)&"6)",&)">9L,H(%6()L"F(,;.&?",.&"122D"?&=(,&*"
()?",.&B"F&H&"'$L,%B"$P&H"D2"B&(HL"$8"(7&/"b.&)"Australian Idol"$9,?6?",.&"?&=(,&L"8$H"
P6&F&HL.6-*";H6,6;L"=&7()",$";(%%"8$H",.6H?C-(H,B"$H7()6](,6$)"$8",.&"?&=(,&L/"!U2
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Conclusions

A democratic society needs more than just election debates every few years. If these 
debates are to nourish civic culture they must be embedded in an ever­developing 
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V.&"8$H;&"$8"-&HL$)(%6,B"'(,,&HL" 6)"?&=(,&L" =&;(9L&"6,",(I&L"6);H&?6=%&" L,('6)("
()?"&7$",$"&)?9H&"F.(,"6L"?&'()?&?"$8"-$%6,6;6()L/

The  Politicians: !"#$&$+&4.&$-.&/+%$&'/0+1$"#$&2+'(. and to be  taken seriously by the 
networks; and to win.

‣ :$%6,6;(%" -(H,6&L"F(),"(" L(8&"-%(;&" 8$H",.&6H";()?6?(,&L",$"-H&L&),",.&'L&%P&L" 6)"
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6);%9?&" ,.&" L9=j&;," $8" %&(?&HL" ?&=(,&L*" ,.&" Y$H,6&" #$''6LL6$)*" F(L" ;$)?9;,&?" )&(H%B"
,F&),B"B&(HL"(7$/":9=%6;"$9,;HB"$P&H",.&"6)6,6(%"?&;6L6$)",$"&O;%9?&"N%6](=&,."5(B"8H$'"
?&=(,6)7" 6)" ,.&" %(L," &%&;,6$)L" L977&L,L" 6," 6L" .67.",6'&" ,$" ,(I&" (" 8H&L." %$$I" (," ,.&"F(B"
?&=(,&L"(H&"$H7()6]&?"6)",.6L";$9),HB/""
V.&" -9=%6;" 6,L&%8" (--&(HL" H&(?B" 8$H" ;.()7&L/" >" H&;&)," -$%%" -H&-(H&?" 8$H" ,.&" 59)I"
<&=(,&L"=B"Innovative Research Group" 6)?6;(,&L",.(,"Q!k"$8"#()(?6()L"L9--$H,",9H)6)7"
,.&" $H7()6](,6$)" $8" ,.&" ?&=(,&L" $P&H" ,$" ()" 6)?&-&)?&)," ()?" )$)-(H,6L()" ?&=(,&L"
;$''6LL6$)/!UU "E$F" ,.(,"#()(?(".(L"?&=(,&?",.&"F$H,."$8"?&=(,&L*"()?";H6,6;6]&?",.&"
L,(,9L"i9$*" ,.&"#+<"-H$-$L(%" 8$H" ,.&"H&8$H'"$8" ,.&"#()(?6()",&%&P6L&?"%&(?&HL"?&=(,&L"
L.$9%?"=&";$)L6?&H&?"=B":(H%6('&),"=&8$H&",.&")&O,"&%&;,6$)/""

Should the debates be mandatory?

“We need to challenge the political parties to participate in a people’s debate and 
create a venue where the political risk for leaders to choose not to participate is 
increasing.”156

A)"#()(?(*" 76P&)",.(," )$" %&76L%(,6$)";$P&HL" &%&;,6$)"?&=(,&L"?6H&;,%B*" -(H,6;6-(,6$)"6L" ("
P$%9),(HB"(88(6H/"V.$97.",.&"\)6,&?"+,(,&L"9L&L",.&"#$''6LL6$)"$)":H&L6?&),6(%"<&=(,&L"
(L" (" )$)-(H,6L()" $H7()6]6)7" -(H,B*" ,.&" ?&=(,&L" (H&*" (7(6)*" )$," '()?(,$HB/" A)" !cQ1*"
8$H&L&&6)7"E6O$)KL"H&89L(%",$"?&=(,&"5;g$P&H)*",.&"Boca Raton News"-H6),&?J

“We strongly urge the congress to pass some election reforms legislation following 
this year’s November election, which would include provisions making debates 
mandatory in future presidential races.”157  

A)" \IH(6)&*" &%&;,6$)" %(FL" H&i96H&" ,.(," ,.&" '&?6(" $H7()6]&" ()?" =H$(?;(L," &%&;,6$)"
?&=(,&L"6)P$%P6)7"(%%"H&76L,&H&?";()?6?(,&L"8$H"-H&L6?&),6(%"()?"-(H%6('&),(HB"&%&;,6$)L/""
Article  19*" (" .9'()" H67.,L" $H7()6](,6$)" 8$;9L6)7" $)" 8H&&?$'" $8" &O-H&LL6$)" ()?"
6)8$H'(,6$)*" .(L" ;(%%&?" ,.6L" H&i96H&'&)," ()" &O;&LL6P&%B" $)&H$9L" $=%67(,6$)" 8$H" ,.&"
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-(H,6;6-(,&" F$9%?" ?$" ,$" (" ;()?6?(,&KL" ;('-(67)/" E&P&H,.&%&LL*" ,.&" 122S" ?&=(,&L" ?$"
L977&L,",.(,"L9;."H&-9,(,6$)(%"H6LIL"'(B")$,"=&";$),H$%%6)7`(L",.&"#$)L&HP(,6P&",.H&(,"
)$," ,$"-(H,6;6-(,&" 6)",.&"?&=(,&L"'(I&L";%&(H/" A)?&&?*" ,.&H&" 6L" ("H&(%" -$LL6=6%6,B",.(," (,"
L$'&"-$6)," 6)" ,.&"89,9H&*" ,.&"-(H,6&L"()?" ,.&")&,F$HIL" F6%%" 8(6%" ,$" H&(;."(7H&&'&),"$)"
,.&" ,&H'L"$8",.&" ?&=(,&*" ()?",.&" &%&;,$H(,&"F6%%" =&" H$==&?"$8",.6L" 6'-$H,()," %&(H)6)7"
$--$H,9)6,B/

“Remember how vapid it is without debates. I feel so strongly about organizations 
and structures because when you don’t have debate, you dramatically enhance the 
power of the incumbent and tremendously disadvantage the challengers—which 
does not help democracy.”159

5$H&$P&H*" 6)"122S*"6)"?&;6?6)7",$"F.$'",$"&O,&)?",.&"6)P6,(,6$)",$"?&=(,&*",.&"E&,F$HI"
#$)L$H,69'"H&;&6P&?"8&&?=(;I"8H$'",.&"-(H,6&L";$)?&')6)7"5(BKL" 6);%9L6$)/">;;$H?6)7"
,$"+L?$--$H,9)6,B/
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A)",.&6H";9HH&),"L,(,&*",.&"#()(?6()"?&=(,&L"=&%$)7",$",.&")&,F$HIL*"F.6;."'9L,";(,&H",$"
,.&"-$%6,6;6()L",$"&)L9H&"-(H,6;6-(,6$)/"#$)L6L,&),%B*" (%%"(L-&;,L"$8",.&"?&;6L6$)C'(I6)7"
-H$;&LL&L"(H&"I&-,"L&;H&,"8H$'",.&"-9=%6;*"()?",.&"?&;6L6$)L"(H&"(?".$;`6/&/",.&H&".(P&"
=&&)")$";$)L6L,&),"H9%&L",.(,"F$9%?"(LL6L,",H()L-(H&);B"()?"(;;$9),(=6%6,B/"
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“Today’s US debates are orchestrated by the two parties – no one gives lip service to 



V.&H&8$H&*" (?$-,6)7" ,.&" ;H6,&H6(" L977&L,&?"=B" ,.&" gH&&)":(H,B*" 1-.%) "/"'&)"&#"#%'%)
1-/1) 1-')&.3-1) 1#)"/&1.6."/1') .$)'/6-)#7) 1-')A$34.%-)#&) 1-') C&'$6-)('*/1'%)%-#@4()
&'B@.&')1-/1)/)6/$(.(/1')0''1)1-&'')#7)1-')7#44#:.$3)7#@&)6&.1'&./D)

!/ =&"("'&'=&H"$8"("-$%6,6;(%"-(H,B"F6,."(,"%&(L,"U"-&H;&),"L9--$H,"6)")(,6$)(%"
$-6)6$)"-$%%Ln

1/ =&"(""L6,,6)7"5:
_/ =&"("'&'=&H"$8"("8&?&H(%%B"89)?&?"-(H,Bn
D/ =&"("'&'=&H"$8"("8&?&H(%"-(H,B",.(,".(L"("89%%"H$L,&H"$8";()?6?(,&L"(;H$LL",.&"

)(,6$)/

V.&"d%$;*" 8$H"&O('-%&*" F$9%?"i9(%68B" ,$"-(H,6;6-(,&" 6)"=$,.",.&"MH&);."?&=(,&" ()?",.&"
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'67.,*".$F&P&H*" 7H(,&"-(H,B"6),&H&L,L*"F.6;.",&)?",$" 8(P$9H";('-(67)6)7",6'&"(8,&H",.&"
?&=(,&"6)";(L&"$8"-$$H"-&H8$H'();&/" >;;$''$?(,6)7",.&L&" ,F$" -$L6,6$)L*"d&H)6&H"()?"
5$)6uH&"(?P$;(,&",F$"?&=(,&L`$)&".&%?"(,",.&"$)L&,"$8",.&";('-(67)",$"-6i9&"-9=%6;"
6),&H&L,"()?"("L&;$)?".&%?"("F&&I"=&8$H&"&%&;,6$)"?(B/!QW"
d&H)6&H"()?"5$)6uH&"L9--$H,"L&-(H(,&"N)7%6L."()?"MH&);."?&=(,&L"0(L",.&B";$)L6?&H",.&"
=6%6)79(%" ?&=(,&" &O-&H6'&)," $8" !cWS" 9)L9;;&LL89%3*" =9," ?$" )$," L-&;68B" F.&,.&H" ,.&B"
6),&)?",.(,"("?&=(,&"=&".&%?"6)"&(;."%()79(7&"=$,."(,",.&"=&76))6)7"()?"(,",.&"&)?"$8",.&"
;('-(67)/" A)" ()B" ;(L&*" ,.&B" ?$" L977&L," ,.(," 8$9H" ?&=(,&L" F$9%?" =&" ,.&" '(O6'9'"
L9--$H,&?"=B"P6&F&H"6),&H&L,*"0&(;."F6,."("H9))6)7",6'&"$8",F$".$9HL3/"V.&B"(%L$"(?P6L&"
?$6)7" (F(B" F6,." L6)7%&C6LL9&" ?&=(,&L*" L(P&" F.&H&" (" -(H,6;9%(H" 6LL9&" ?$'6)(,&L" ,.&"
;('-(67)/"

V.6L"-(-&H" L9--$H,L"V$)B"d9H'()KL"122W"?&;6L6$)" ,$" 6);H&(L&" ,.&")9'=&H" $8"&%&;,6$)"
?&=(,&L/" b&"-H$-$L&" ,.(,"(" L&H6&L" $8"&%&;,6$)"?&=(,&L"=&".&%?" F&&I%B*" ,.H$97.$9," ,.&"
;('-(67)/" V.&" 6);%9L6$)" $8" '$H&" ?&=(,&L" F$9%?" L$%P&" L$'&" $8" ,.&" -H$=%&'L" 8$H"
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b&" ;$);9H" F6,." #$%&'()" ,.(,*" 4?&=(,&" %6&L" (," ,.&" .&(H," $8" ?&'$;H(;B/@!S! " :9=%6;"
?&%6=&H(,6$)"6L"(")&;&LL(HB"-H&;$)?6,6$)",$" 6)8$H'&?";6,6]&)"P$,6)7/"TH7()6]&?"&%&;,6$)"
?&=(,&L";()"'(I&"("L67)6e6;(),";$),H6=9,6$)",$"L9;."?&%6=&H(,6$)/"V.&"&O6L,6)7"LBL,&'"6)"
#()(?(*"F.6%&";$),H6=9,6)7",$",.6L"-H$;&LL*";()"=&"7H&(,%B"6'-H$P&?/"V.6L"L,9?B"$88&HL"()"
(7&)?("=B"F.6;.",.6L";()"=&"(;.6&P&?/

Summary of Recommendations
1) V&%&P6L&?" %&(?&HL"?&=(,&L"L.$9%?"=&" &),H&);.&?"6)",.&" Canada  Elections Act  ()?"

Broadcasting Act.

2) M&?&H(%" -(H,B" 89)?6)7" 8$H" &%&;,6$)" ;('-(67)L" L.$9%?" =&" ;$),6)7&)," 9-$)" 89%%"
-(H,6;6-(,6$)"6)"%&(?&HL"?&=(,&L/

3) V.&"Canada Elections Act L.$9%?";H&(,&",.&"Canadian Debates Cooperative 0#<#3",$"
$H7()6]&",.&"?&=(,&L/""

4) <&=(,&L"L.$9%?"=&".&%?" 6)"=$,."N)7%6L."()?"MH&);.n" ,.$97."-(H,B"%&(?&HL"L.$9%?"
.(P&",$"i9(%68B"8$H"&(;."?&=(,&/"

5) :(H,B"6);%9L6$)";H6,&H6("L.$9%?"=&",.H&&"$8"8$9HJ" 63"Uk"L9--$H,"6)")(,6$)(%"-$%%Ln"663"
("L&(," 6)":(H%6('&),n" 6663"(" 89%%" H$L,&H"$8";()?6?(,&L" (;H$LL" ,.&")(,6$)n" 6P3" 8&?&H(%"
89)?6)7/"

6) >" L&H6&L" $8" ?&=(,&L" L.$9%?" ,(I&" -%(;&" ,.H$97.$9," ,.&" ;('-(67)" =&,F&&)" -(H,B"
H&-H&L&),(,6P&L" $)")(,6$)(%" ()?"H&76$)(%" ,.&'&L*" ()?" ,.&L&"L.$9%?"=&"=H$(?;(L,"
$)";$'-%&'&),(HB"L-&;6(%,B";.())&%L/

7) A)",.&"e6)(%"F&&IL"$8",.&"&%&;,6$)";('-(67)*",F$"%&(?&HL"?&=(,&L"L.$9%?",(I&"-%(;&n"
,.&" e6HL," $)&" 8&(,9H6)7" (%%" i9(%68B6)7"-(H,B" %&(?&HL*" ()?",.&" L&;$)?" 8&(,9H6)7" ,.&"
:H6'&"56)6L,&H"()?",.&"-(H,B"%&(?&H"8H$'",.&".67.&L,"-$%%6)7"$--$L6,6$)"-(H,B/"

8) N%&;,6$)" ?&=(,&" i9&L,6$)L" L.$9%?" =&" =H$(?&)&?" ,$" 6);%9?&" (" F6?&H" 9)6P&HL&" $8"
-(H,6;6-(),L*"0-&H.(-L"(LI6)7"8$H'&H"-H6'&"'6)6L,&HL",$"-$L&"i9&L,6$)L",$",.&")&F"
%&(?&HL3*"%&(?&HL"L.$9%?"=&"-&H'6,,&?",$"i9&L,6$)"&(;."$,.&H/"

9) V.&"9L&"$8"L$;6(%")&,F$HI6)7"-%(,8$H'L" L.$9%?"=&"&O-%$6,&?",$"=H$(?&)",.&"H&(;."
()?"(--&(%"$8"&%&;,6$)"?&=(,&L/
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#6,6]&)KL"<&=(,&"#$''6LL6$)/".,,-JhhFFF/;6,6]&)L?&=(,&/$H7h

#%(HI*"l$&/"4Y&,"N%6](=&,."5(B"+-&(I/@"Globe and Mail, 5(H;."_!*"122c/""

#%(HI&*"X(H$%?"<&8&)?(),*"l()&"l&'L$)*"Y(FH&);&"Y&<9;"()?"l$.)"X/":(''&,,/"0!cc!3/"Absent Mandate, 
Interpreting Change in Canadian Elections, Second Edition/"V$H$),$J"g(7&/""

#$%&'()*"+,&-.&)/"0!ccQ3"4V&%&P6L&?"Y&(?&HLK"<&=(,&L*">)"&P(%9(,6$)"()?"("-H$-$L(%@/""^6)7CX(%%":(-&H"
E$_*"V.&"X()L(H?"+$;6&,B"8$H":(H%6('&),(HB"g$P&H)'&),*"Y$)?$)/"

#$%&'()*"+,&-.&)/"0!ccS3"4V.&",&%&P6L&?"Y&(?&HLK"?&=(,&"6)"dH6,(6)J"8H$'",(%I6)7".&(?L",$".&(?%&LL"
;.6;I&)L/@"Parliamentary Affairs. !S10!W3/
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^&$F)&*"Y&L%6&C>))&/"4^&&-6)7"9-"F6,.",.&",6'&LJ"#()(?6()L"()?",.&6H")&FL"'&?6("?6&,/@"Canadian Social 
Trends, Statistics Canada, Catalogue No 11­008.

Y()$9&*"<(P6?"l/"0!cc!3"4<&=(,&L"V.(,"5(,,&H&?J"f$,&HLK"[&(;,6$)",$",.&"!cSD"#()(?6()"Y&(?&HL.6-"
<&=(,&L/@""Canadian Journal of Political Science. f$%/"1D*"E$/"!*"U!CWU/

Y&<9;*"Y(FH&);&"()?"[6;.(H?":H6;&/"0!cSU3"4gH&(,"<&=(,&LJ"V.&"V&%&P6L&?"Y&(?&HL.6-"<&=(,&L"$8"!cQc/@""
Canadian Journal of Political Science."f$%/"!S*"E$/"!*"!_UC!U_/

Y&<9;*"Y(FH&);&/"0!cc23""4:(H,B"+,H(,&76&L"()?",.&"9L&"$8",&%&P6L&?";('-(67)"?&=(,&L/@"^%9F&H">;(?&'6;"
:9=%6L.&HL*"E&,.&H%()?L/"

Y&<9;*"Y(FH&);&/"0!ccW3/"4V.&"Y&(?&HL"<&=(,&LJ"#H6,6;(%"NP&),"$H"E$)CNP&),/@"A)"The Canadian General 
Election of 1993*"&?6,&?"=B">%()"MH6]]&%*"l$.)"X/":(''&,,"()?">),.$)B"b&L,&%%, T,,(F(J"#(H%&,$)"
\)6P&HL6,B":H&LL/

5(B*"N%6](=&,./"0122c3"Losing Con*idence: Power, politics, and the crisis in Canadian democracy. V$H$),$J"
5;#%&%%()?"p"+,&F(H,

56)$F*"E&F,$)"E/*"()?"#H(67"Y/"Y('(B/"0122S3/"Inside the Presidential Debates/""#.6;(7$J"\)6P&HL6,B"$8"
#.6;(7$":H&LL/

56,;.&%%*">9L,6)/"012223"4V.&"gH&(,"dH6,6L."NO;&-,6$)/@"A)"Televised Election Debates, International 
Perspectives,"&?6,&?"=B"+,&-.&)"#$%&'()*"!2DC!1!/"E&F"G$HIJ"+,"5(H,6)KL":H&LL"A);/

5$.(''(?*"+9L()/"4T9H"Y&(?&HL"<&=(,&L"(H&"#$),H$%%&?"=B",.&"Vf"E&,F$HILJ"AL"6,"V6'&",$":9%%",.&":%97a@""
macleans.ca*"+&-,&'=&H"!U*"122S/

E9'=&H!27$P/9I/"4b.(,"(H&":H6'&"56)6L,&HL"Z9&L,6$)La@"l()9(HB"1!*"122D/

TKE&6%%"5(H7$,/"4A'-(;,"$8"Y&(?&HL"<&=(,&"Z9&L,6$)&?*@"Lateline*"+&-,&'=&H"!_*"122D/

T-&)"<&=(,&L*"FFF/$-&?&=(,&L/$H7

:9=%6;"E$,6;&"#[V"!cSSC!D1/""0!cSS3/"1"+&-,&'=&H/

:9=%6;"E$,6;&"#[V#"!ccUCDD/"0!ccU3/"!U"5(H;./

[$=&H,L$)*"l('&L"[*"()?"+&=(L,6()"+-()$/"0122S3"4V.&"#()(?6()"N%&;,$H(%"+BL,&'/@"Y6=H(HB"$8":(H%6('&),*"
Y(F"()?"g$P&H)'&),"<6P6L6$)/

[$B(%"#$''6LL6$)"$)"N%&;,$H(%"[&8$H'"()?":(H,B"M6)();6)7/"0!cc! q 1 0 0 -1 0 792
cm BT 10 0 0  BT 10 -58. $H$),$J"
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Appendix 1: Notes from the roundtable
Televised Election Debates in Canada: Reality TV or Useful Political Discourse?

V.&L&" )$,&L" -H&L&)," (" L9''(HB" $8" ,.&" -H&L&),(,6$)L" ()?" ;$''&),L" '(?&" $)"
+&-,&'=&H"1U*" 122c"(,"("-9=%6;"H$9)?,(=%&".$L,&?"=B",.&"#+<"(,"Z9&&)KL"\)6P&HL6,B*" 6)"
H&L-$)L&",$",.&"?H(8,"$8",.6L"-(-&H/""

Setting the Stage: Are Canadians tuning in or turned off?

,-#0/%)!;)EF:#&1-+
<8-/.&?)8'$1&')7#&)1-')!1@(+)#7)='0#6&/6+>

y T9H"#&),H&".(L",.H&&"'(6)"-9H-$L&L*"()?"('$)7",.&'"6L"("-(H,6;9%(H";$''6,'&),",$"
&);$9H(76)7";6,6]&)"&)7(7&'&),"()?"=H$(?&H"L&)L&"$8";6,6]&)L.6-/

y >;(?&'&" '9L," ,HB" ,$" -H$'$,&" ,.6L" -9=%6;" ?6L;$9HL&" ()?" )&,F$HIL" L.$9%?" =&" 8(6H"
09)=6(L&?3*"6)8$H'(,6P&*"()?",(),(%6]6)7"6)"?&%6P&H6)7"'&LL(7&L/

y V.()I"B$9",$",.&"L-$)L$HL*">9H&("M$9)?(,6$)/

G.6-'44')H#3'&%
<E@1-#&) #7) ICJ,) ='*/1'%KC/.&?) J$7#&0/1.5') /$() ,/$1/4.L.$3D) H'7#&0.$3) 7'('&/4)
'4'61.#$)('*/1'%).$)8/$/(/M>

y V.&" =(L6;" -H&'6L&" $8" ,.&" -(-&H" 6L" ,.(," ,.&H&" (H&" ,.H&&" -$L6,6$)L" (," L,(I&" C" '&?6(*"
-$%6,6;6()L*",.&"-&$-%&"C"()?"F&")&&?",$"-9,"-&$-%&"(,",.&"8$H&8H$),/

y #H&?6,"8$H",.&"6?&("=&.6)?",.&"-(-&H"7$&L",$"5(HB"Y$9"M6)?%(B/

y :(-&H"6);%9?&L"(";(L&"L,9?B"$8"8$9H";$9),H6&LJ"#()(?(*"\+*"\^*">9L,H(%6(`e6HL,"6),&H&L,"
6L",.&"#()(?6()"-&HL-&;,6P&"0?68e6;9%,",$"H&L&(H;.3/

y X67.&L,"-$6),"$8";$),&),6$)"6)"H&(;,6$)",$",.&"-(-&H"L&&'L",$"=&" 6);%9L6$)";H6,&H6(`
F.6;."?$&L")$,"6);%9?&"d%$;"Z9&=&;$6L"6)",.&"N)7%6L."?&=(,&/

y N)7%6L."Z9&=&;&HL" P&HB" ;$);&H)&?"F6,.",.6L" 6?&(n" )&&?" ,$" 9)?&HL,()?" 6)" ,.&6H" $F)"
%()79(7&"F.(,"6L".(--&)6)7"F6,.6)",.&6H"-H$P6);&/

y V.&"g%$=&" p" 5(6%" 8&%," ,.(," .(P6)7" F&&I%B" ?&=(,&L" F$9%?"?6'6)6L."i9(%6,B" ()?" ,.(,"
-&)(%6]6)7" ;()?6?(,&L" 8$H" )$)C-(H,6;6-(,6$)" F$9%?" =&" )$)C?&'$;H(,6;/" V.&B" (%L$"
FH$,&",.(,",.&"6?&("$8"("!J!"?&=(,&"F(L",.&"$)%B"L977&L,6$)"F6,."'&H6,/
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Session 1: The Media Perspective

G/&2)N@43@16-



52



53

y T)&" 6?&(" F$9%?" =&" ,$" .(P&" L-&;6(%,B" ;.())&%L" L.$F" 4,.&'&?@"?&=(,&LJ" &/7/" .6L,$HB"
;.())&%"(6H6)7"?&=(,&L"$)";6,6]&)L.6-"6)".6L,$HB*"=9L6)&LL")&,F$HIL"L.$F6)7"e6)();6(%"
?&=(,&L*"4dH(P$@"()?"%6I&";.())&%L"L.$F6)7"?&=(,&L"$)",.&"(H,L/

y V.&"6);%9L6$)"$8"'$H&"?&=(,&L" ;$9%?"L$%P&"L$'&"$8",.&"-H$=%&'L"8$H")&,F$HILn";$9%?"
-H$P6?&"("%6P&%6&H"L&)L&"$8"F.(,KL"7$6)7"$)",.()"H&-&,6,6$)"()?"L,()?(H?"L-&&;./

y A,"6L"(",&%&P6L6$)"L.$F*"()?",$" ,(I&")&,F$HIL"$9,"$8"?$6)7"Vf" 6L",$"H$=",.&"?&=(,&L"$8"("
L$9H;&" $8" &O-&H,6L&" 6)" (,,H(;,6)7h-H$'$,6)7" (9?6&);&" ,.(," F&" F()," &)7(7&?" 6)"
?&=(,&L/

y V.&" 6?&(" ,.(,"-$%6,6;(%" -(H,6&L"F6%%" -H$?9;&"=&,,&Hh'$H&" ,(),(%6]6)7" ?&=(,&L" ('(]&L"
'&`-$%6,6;(%"-(H,6&L"F(),"("L(8&"-%(;&"8$H",.&6H"-(H,6&L/

y V.&" 6?&(" ,$" [&79%(,&" -$%6,6;(%" L-&&;." ()?" %&76L%(,&" ,.&" H9%&L" $8" ?&=(,&L" L.$9%?" =&"
H&;$)L6?&H&?

!1'5')O/.2.$
<E$6-#&)U)%'$.#&)'(.1#&)#7),PX9%)I,-')E3'$(/):.1-)!1'5')O/.2.$M;)E4%#)0#('&/1'()
1-&'') '4'61.#$) ('*/1'%D) [\\]) /$() [\\^) 7'('&/4) '4'61.#$%?) /$() 1-') [\\_) X$1/&.#)
'4'61.#$>)

y A" (7H&&"F6,." VH6)(" ,.(," %&,,6)7" -$%6,6;6()L" L&," ,.&" H9%&L" ?$&L)K,"'(I&"L&)L&"()?" ,.(,"
'(B=&",.&"'&?6("(H&"6)"()"9)8(6H"-$L6,6$)"6)"7&,,6)7",$"?&;6?&"F.$"-(H,6;6-(,&L"()?"6)"
;$P&H6)7" ,.&" H&L9%,L/" 5(B=&" F&" ?$)K," )&&?" ()" $8e6;6(%" ;$''6LL6$)*" =9," ;$9%?" .(P&"
L$'&,.6)7"%6I&",.&"#+<"?&;6?&"6,/

y V.&"'&?6(";$)L$H,69'"?&;6?&L",.&"-%(B&HL"()?"(%L$"4$=j&;,6P&%B@"?&;6?&L",.&";$P&H(7&/

y A)",.&"-(L,*"!J!"?&=(,&L".(P&"F$HI&?*"=9,",.&"-H$=%&'"6)",$?(BKL";$),&O,"6L" ,.(,"'()B"
P6&F&HL" F$9%?)K," F()," ,$" F(,;." ?&=(,&L" =&,F&&)" ;&H,(6)" -&$-%&" F.$" (H&" )$," ,.&"
-(H,B"%&(?&HL"C"-&$-%&"F(),",$"L&&",.&"L,H$)7"'&'=&HL"?&=(,6)7/

y A"%6I&",.&"8$H'(,",.&"F(B"6,"6L"F6,."%&(?&HL"=&6)7"L&(,&?"(H$9)?",.&",(=%&*"(L"$--$L&?"
,$",.&"L,688)&LL"$8"-$?69'L/

y b&"(H&",HB6)7" ,$"?&'$;H(,6]&",.&"F.$%&"?&=(,&"-H$;&LLJ"$9H"H$%&"6L" ,$"-H$'$,&"7$$?"
?6L;9LL6$)L"()?"-9,"6)"7$$?"8$%%$FC9-"F.&H&")&;&LL(HB*"=9,",.&"#()(?6()"-&$-%&"(H&"
&LL&),6(%%B"(LI6)7",.&"i9&L,6$)L")$F/

y 5$H&"9);$'8$H,(=%&"i9&L,6$)L"-H$P6?&"8$H"6),&H&L,6)7"()?"9);$'8$H,(=%&"'$'&),L"6)"
?&=(,&L"C"=9,"?$"F&"F(),",.6L",.$97.a

Follow-Up Comments and Questions

y >),$)"08$%%$FC9-",$"+,&P&3J"E$P("+;$,6(".(?"()"6);H&?6=%&"-H$P6);6(%"?&=(,&"F6,.",.H&&"
%&(?&HL" (--&(H6)7" F.&H&" (" j$9H)(%6L," -$L&?" ,.&" i9&L,6$)L" ()?" 8H('&?" ,.&" ?&=(,&"
F.6;." (6H&?" $)" ,.&" W:5" )&FL/" <$" F&" )&&?" 8$H'(%6]&?" ?&=(,&La" 5(B=&" (" 8$H'(%"
L$%9,6$)"6L)K,",.&"=&"(%%"()?"&)?"(%%/
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y +,&P&J"b$9%?"8&?&H(%"%&(?&HL"7$"8$H",.(,a

y
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y [&7(H?6)7",.&"6?&("$8"=6%6)79(%"?&=(,&L*"A"%$$I&?"(,"#d#"(H;.6P&L"8H$'"!cWS*"L$'&"L(B"
6," ?6?)K," F$HI" =9," A" ,.6)I" 6," ?6?" 0,.$97." A" .(P&" (" =6%6)79(%" =(;I7H$9)?3/" d6%6)79(%"
?&=(,&L"F$9%?"(%%$F"8$H"("'$H&")(,6$)(%"?&=(,&"()?"8$H"'$H&"?&=(,&L"7&)&H(%%B/"

y V.&"L('&"%&P&%"$8"-H&-(H(,6$)"F$9%?)K,"=&"8&(L6=%&"68",.&H&"F&H&"'$H&"?&=(,&L/

y X(P6)7",.&"gH&&)":(H,B"?6?")$,"-H$P6?&",.&"4$$'-.@",.&"Y6=&H(%L",.$97.,"6,"F$9%?")$H"
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b#-$)G+2+1+%-+$)
<8#$%'&5/1.5')/61.5.%1?)"#44%1'&):.1-)8/$/(./$)P#1'&)8#$1/61)/$()6#7#@$('&)#7),-')
8#$%'&5/1.5')`'/('&%-.")C#@$(/1.#$>

y T)&"?688&H&);&"=&,F&&)" H&(%6,B"Vf" ()?"?&=(,&L" (H&" ,.(," ?&=(,&L" (H&" L;H6-,&?n" '$L,"
%&(?&HL"(H&"(?P6L&?")$,",$"()LF&H"L-&;6e6;"i9&L,6$)L*"=9,",$"()LF&H"F6,.",.&"H&L-$)L&L"
-H&-(H&?"6)"(?P();&/

y A8"("'6L,(I&"6L"'(?&*"-$%6,6;(%";(H&&H"0)(,6$)(%%B"()?"-H$P6);6(%%B3";()"&)?*"=9,"68",.&H&"
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y b.B" Uk"$8"L&(,L*" F.B")$,"12k" ()?"("H&i96H&'&)," ,$" .(P&"H&-H&L&),(,6P&L" 8H$'" (%%"
H&76$)L"$8",.&";$9),HB",$"L6,"(,",.&"?&=(,&a

y V.&"=&L,"F(B",$"6'-H$P&",.&"LBL,&'"6L")$,"-9,,6)7",.&"=(H"L$"%$F"(L",$"%&,"()B$)&"6)/

y V.&" I&B" -H6);6-%&" ,$" %$$I" (," 6L" F.&,.&H" ?&=(,&L" (H&" (=$9," &),&H,(6)'&)," $H" ("
'&()6)789%"?&=(,&"=&,F&&)",.$L&"'$L,"%6I&%B",$"=&;$'&",.&":5"

y V.&" 8$H;&" $8" -&HL$)(%6,B" '(,,&HL" 6)"?&=(,&L" 059%H$)&BJ" 4l9L," F(,;." '&@3`6," ,(I&L"
6);H&?6=%&" H&L-$)L6=6%6,6&L" ()?" &7$L" ,$" -9," 9-" F6,." F.(," ,.&" LBL,&'" ?&'()?L" $8"
-$%6,6;6()L/

y A8"F&"H&i96H&"-(H,6&L",$".(P&";()?6?(,&L" 6)"(%%"-(H,6&L" ,$"-(H,6;6-(,&*" 6,"F$9%?"=&"P&HB"
6),&H&L,6)7/

Follow-Up Comments and Questions

y 5(HIJ"<$" B$9",.6)I" -&$-%&"F$9%?".$)&L,%B"F(,;."("'(,;.C9-" $8*" L(B*" N%6](=&,."5(B"
()?"l(;I"Y(B,$)a

y [$=6)J"A"L,6%%",.6)I"6,"6L"-H&8&H(=%&",$".(P&"("4%&LL"F(,;.(=%&@"'(,;.C9-",.()"e6P&"-&$-%&"
-(H,6;6-(,6)7"(,"$);&/"

y 5(HIJ"b.B"?$&L"6,"'(,,&H"F.&H&",.&"?&=(,&"6L".$L,&?a"G$9KH&")$,"(%%$F&?"()"(9?6&);&"
()BF(B"0F.(,"68"-(H,6&L"?$")$,"(7H&&",$".(P&"()"(9?6&);&a3

y 5(HIJ"+.$9%?"6,"=&"H&79%(,&?"L$",.(,")&,F$HIL"76P&"(6H,6'&",$"?&=(,&L"$H7()6]&?"=B"()"
$9,L6?&"=$?B",.(,"-(H,6&L";()";.$$L&")$,",$"L.$F"9-"(,a

y [$=6)J" G&L/" )&,F$HIL" L.$9%?)K," .(P&" (" P&,$" ()?"-(H,6&L"L.$9%?".(P&",.&" H67.," )$," ,$"
L.$F" 9-/" E&,F$HIL" (H&")$," ,.&"?&L67)&HL"$H" 8H('&HL"$8" ,.&"?6L;9LL6$)*" ,.&B"(H&" ,.&"
;$)?96,/

y VH6)(J" A" ('" (),6CH&79%(,6$)*" %6I&%B" =&;(9L&" A" F$HI" 6)" (" H&79%(,&?" 6)?9L,HB" ()?" ("
j$9H)(%6L,6;" 6)L,6,9,6$)/"V.&H&" 6L" ("?688&H&);&"=&,F&&)"$9H"-$%6,6;(%" ?6L;$9HL&"()?",.&"
>'&H6;()L*" C" ,.&H&" (H&" H9?&*" 8&6L,B" ?6L(7H&&'&),L" ,.&H&" ()?"&O-H&LL6$)L"$8"-$%6,6;(%"
-$6),L" $8"P6&F" ,.(," F$9%?" )&P&H" =&" -&H'6,,&?" $)" #()(?6()" -$%6,6;(%" Vf" ()?" H(?6$/"
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y <&;%6)6)7" P$,&H")9'=&HL" (H&" ,.&" L('&" 6)"dH6,(6)"()?" #()(?(" 0,9H)$9," .(L" 8(%%&)",$"
(=$9," W2k*" F.6;.".(L" -(H(%%&%&?"F6,." ,.&"?&;%6)&" 6)" (?.&L6$)" ,$" -$%6,6;(%" -(H,6&L" C"
'$H&"-&$-%&"(H&",.6)I6)7"$9,L6?&",.&"=$O/

y V.&"-$-9%(;&"6L" L$" ?6L6%%9L6$)&?"F6,."-$%6,6;6()L" ,.(,"("?&=(,&"'67.,"'(I&" 6," F$HL&"
0-&$-%&" (H&" L6;I" $8" ;$)8H$),(,6$)(%" L.$F?$F)L" ()?" -$%6,6;6()L" $8" (%%" -(H,6&L" (H&"
(%H&(?B"?&L-6L&?3/

y V.&H&"6L"(%H&(?B"&O,&)L6P&";$P&H(7&"$8"6LL9&L"=B",.&"dd#"6)"i9&L,6$)",6'&"F.&H&"L$'&"
_2*"222"-&$-%&"(--%B",$"-(H,6;6-(,&*"F.6;."6L"P&HB"&88&;,6P&"=&;(9L&",.&"(9?6&);&",(I&L"
-(H,"6)",.&"?6L;9LL6$)/

y E&FL" H&-$H,L" (H&" e6O(,&?" $)" ;$)e%6;," ()?" $P&H%$$I" ,.&" .9'" ?H9'" ?(6%B" ,(LIL" $8"
-$%6,6;6()L/
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Wrap-Up

b#$/1-#$)H#%'?)O&#7'%%#&?)
V@''$9%)e$.5'&%.1+)='"/&10'$1)#7)O#4.1.6/4)!1@(.'%))

y
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y AL",.&H&"(";6P6%"L$;6&,B"(--H$(;.",$"=96%?6)7"()"6)?&-&)?&),";$''6LL6$)a"\)6P&HL6,6&La"
V.6)I",()ILa"b6%%"F&"?$",.6L"6)"L,(7&L"$H"L,&-La

y b&" )&&?" ,$" ;.(%%&)7&" ,.&" -$%6,6;(%" -(H,6&L" ,$" -(H,6;6-(,&" 6)" (" -&$-%&KL" ?&=(,&" ()?"
;H&(,&" (" P&)9&" F.&H&" ,.&" -$%6,6;(%" H6LI" 8$H" %&(?&HL" ,$" ;.$$L&" )$," ,$" -(H,6;6-(,&" 6L"
6);H&(L6)7/

y V.&H&" 6L" (" %$,"F&" ;()"?$" 6)",.&" L.$H,&H" ,&H'" ,$" &O-&H6'&),"F6,.",.&"-9=%6;"?&=(,&L"
;$''6LL6$)";$);&-,"()?",$"=H6)7",.&"&O-&H,6L&"$8"$9H"j$9H)(%6L,"8H6&)?L/"

y b&"L.$9%?"-9,"$9H"-$%6,6;(%"%&(?&HL"()?"-(H,6&L"6)",.&"=$O",.(,",.&B"?&L&HP&/"V.&H&"6L"("
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Appendix 2

From: Éric Grenier 
Date: Fri, 11 Sep 2009 11:19:56 -0400
To:    Thomas Axworthy
Subject: Re: Debates

Mr. Axworthy,

I appreciate your response. I've now gone through the paper, but I still have some concerns 
which I hope you will address.
 First off, I agree that in theory it makes sense to have minimum requirements for inclusion in 
the debates. I also agree that they should be regulated and taken out of the hands of the 
media. However, while in theory your proposals make sense, they ignore our Canadian 
reality. The Bloc Quebecois exists, and has existed now since the early 1990s. We know that 
the Bloc will not run outside of Quebec. So to put these requirement rules in place now would 
exclude the Bloc from English-language debates. Were these rules put into place before the 
Bloc Quebecois came into existence, they would have far more merit. Instead, they appear to 
have the goal of excluding the Bloc, to change what has been a debate precedent since 1993.
The paper does not explain why excluding the Bloc would improve the debates. Is it to reduce 
the amount of people participating? True, most Canadians listening to the English-language 
debates cannot vote for the Bloc, but there are many English-speaking Canadians in Quebec 
who do have that opportunity. By putting these rules into place, the Bloc would be at a 
disadvantage in those anglophone ridings in Quebec.
 On the other hand, having the Bloc in the English-speaking debates puts no one at a 
disadvantage, except perhaps that the Bloc leader takes up debate time that the other leaders 
could use. In that case, it would make more sense to limit the Bloc's time in the English-
speaking debate to equal the proportion of Canadian anglophones who live in Quebec. That 
would at least give the Bloc leader time for an opening and closing statement and an 
opportunity to respond to questions concerning Quebec or challenges from the other party 
leaders concerning the Bloc.
 In any case, many francophones do understand English. They will be more informed on their 
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So, to sum up, making changes like this would decrease the amount of information voters 
have before going to the polling booths. It would unfairly disadvantage the Bloc, a party 
that still earns more votes than the Greens and has, as recently as 2000, received more than 
even the NDP. In terms of national unity, it will only increase the misperceptions English 
Canadians have about Quebec and the sovereignty movement, and will certainly not make 
Quebecers feel more included in Canadian society.
While the proposals the CSD makes are, on the whole, very good, I fail to see how this 
particular proposal would benefit our Canadian democracy.

Regards,

Eric Grenier

Reforming Federal Election Debates in Canada
Centre for the Study of Democracy, Queen’s University, January 2010
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http://www.queensu.ca/csd
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