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Study Details

�; “Active Teaching, Assessment, and Evaluation in Political Science”
�| Survey of polit ica l science- a ffilia t ed professors in Ca na da  (~300)
�| 63 follow- up int erviews

�; “Pa rt icipa t ion Gra ding Project ”
�| 4 ca se study courses
�| 2 set s of student  surveys
�| 2 set s of inst ructor int erviews

�; Reflect ion on pra ct ice & lit era ture review (2021- 2022)



Overview

1. What is the problem?

2. Three types of solutions

3. Lessons learned









�; Students who self-



“

“I think I get screwed a lot because I don't like talking in large groups. I also think participation 

grade are often handed out quite randomly.”—Student survey response





What Kinds of Solutions are Possible?

Technical solutions
�; Improving design a nd 

pra ct ices rela t ing to 
pa rt icipa t ion gra ding

Repla cement  solut ions
�; Removing pa rt icipa t ion 

gra des a nd implement ing a  
different  a ssessment

Addit ion solut ions
�; Alterna t ives to 

pa rt icipa t ion offered a s  
opt ions for student s 
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Technical Solutions

�; “What helps is doing the assessment right after each class…if you wait until 
the end of the term, some bias can come in” (instructor)

�; “I would say maybe half the class…found it daunting or wasn’t interested in 
offering their hot takes in plenary. But they were really active in smaller 
groups” (instructor)

�; Self- assessment (with/instead of) instructor assessment







““I don't think it's fair to grade personalities. Some 
people are naturally talkative…other people may have 

done the readings, may have thought about the 
readings, but are more reluctant to share them in a 

group… So I don't although I do know a lot of scholars do 
use participation grades.”

—ATAEPS Interviewee
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Addition Solutions (from Students)

�;



“

9 -I found the discussion board was much less used this term than it had been in previous 

terms, even though attendance was kind of bleak..2Having the discussion boards up did 

almost nothing, but it also cost me nothing.9 49 7PGP Interviewee







Broader Considerations

�; Oral and written communication
�| Different  a nxiet ies
�| Cultures of ora ture/ lit era ture
�| Voice a nd confidence

�; Is it  fa ir/ inclusive for student s to be given different  qua lit ies of 
experience in the cla ssroom?



A Mindset Shift in C our se Des ign



Questions?
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