






Textbook and resource materials costs have increased 129% over 

15 years: nearly 4 times inflation*

Financial Consumer Agency of Canada (2018) advises post 

secondary students to budget $1000 per year for required course 

materials.

• * Jhangiani, R.  “Investigating the Perceptions, Use, and Impact of Open Textbooks: A survey of Post-Secondary 

Students in British Columbia” International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning, Vol. 18, No. 4, 

June 2017



History at Queen’s
• Started with the Open and 

Affordable Working Group Pilot in 
2018 

• Yearly call for proposals 2019 -2023, 
with over 20 funded projects, many 
of which are being used in Queen’s 
courses

• Many other open projects funded 
through eCampusOntario

• Estimated savings of $630,000 of 
savings per year for students 

• New: 



Examples

The Ball is in Y(Our) Court: Social 
Change Through and Beyond Sport

The students of KNPE 473 at Queen's 
University, Fall 2020, edited by Mary 
Louise Adams



Moving Forward!

• From the library's strategic plan:

Priority 2.2 : We will build and execute an action 

plan with respect to open educational resources 

(OER), including ensuring that more open 

access (OA) resources are accessible through 

library discovery platforms. We will engage with 

current and potential OER creators and users and 

develop an action plan to address resulting 

recommendations in 2023 and launch the action 

plan in 2024, communicating a formal report back 

to the community by 2025.



Using OER in OEP (Open Educational Practices)

What are Open Educational Practices (OEP)?

• Materials are accessible so everyone can use them, for 

example: it is free, works well with screen readers, no 

password required, etc.

• Anyone can create, collaborate on, and share the 

materials.

• There are choices for the creator of the materials as to 

what they will create and how they will share it.

• Reflections on teaching and learning so others may 

learn from our experiences.

Image Source: The Gwenna Moss Centre for Teaching & Learning, University of Saskatchewan 
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