


Pr oblem !
• Course has 2 fewer sessions than normal
• How do I cover the same amount of content? How do I get 

students to read more?





What if we cover  the sam e 
m ater ial collectively, bu t 
bu ild- in  studen t choice, 

in d ividually?



Select readings of interest, assign the rest

The Readin g 
Choice Model

Sur vey

First in ‘expert’ groups, then interteaching

Classr oom  Jigsaw

Connect to themes, compare, etc.

Debr ief/P len ar y Qs



My Takeaways
• Structured discussions worked
• Especially effective when readings disagreed
• Better depth of conversation and more connections

…so let’s do this every week



Who pr efer r ed  
RC ver sus fu ll 
r eadin g?
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“I feel that when  I wasn ’t qu iet 
un der stan din g a given  r eadin g, 

r eflectin g on  it with  m y classm ates 
deepened m y un der stan din g an d  helped  
m e see what wasn ’t or igin ally click in g.”



We take 5 cou r ses, som e of u s wor k , 
an d  we’r e expected  to have a social 
life. It’s har d  to do ever yth in g, so 

choice an d  a bit less m akes it easier  
to lear n  an d  en gage.



“Class was m ost en gagin g 
when  doin g these str uctu r ed  
con ver sation s. It alleviated  

som e of the weekly pr essu r e.




