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LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the course, students should be able to: 
1. Explain key theoretical approaches and concepts in the field of Black Environmentalism and Ecologies  
2. Describe the relationship between race, colonialism, capitalism, and how it leads to the inequitable distributions of 

environmental harms and/or externalities on communities of colour  
3. Reflect on how the histories and lived experiences of black communities in the global south have been shaped by 
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1) A reflection of your strength and weaknesses – what areas do you need to work on, i.e., writing skills. List 

available resources that can assist you in meeting your goals. Check out the Student Academic Success 
Services (SASS) website for more information. https://sass.queensu.ca/  

2) Set goals for yourself. Ensure that these goals are achievable – e.g., do you want to attain a particular grade, is 
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POLICY ON LATE SUBMISSIONS 
Each assignment will have a three-day grace period. That is, your assignments are due on the due date posted, but will 
be accepted, without penalty, up to 72 hours afterwards. For submissions past the 72 hours grace period (except for 
unforeseeable medical or other emergency), 2% will be deducted for each day your submission is late. Submissions 
more than seven days after the due date will not be accepted. 
 

 

COURSE OUTLINE   

 
SCHEDULE   

 
TOPIC & READINGS & ACTIVITIES 

 
Week 1 

Jan  
9 & 12 

 

Introduction – Black Geographies, Ecologies & Environmentalisms 

- Hare, Nathan. (2016). “Black Ecology.” The Black Scholar 1 (6) p. 2–8.  
- Mohai, P. (1990). Black environmentalism. Social Science Quarterly, 71(4), 744. 
- Thompkins, Naomie. (October 9, 2020). Black Environmentalism. Confluence. 

https://confluence.gallatin.nyu.edu/sections/research/black-environmentalism 
- Nelson, R. H. (2003). Environmental Colonialism: “Saving” Africa from Africans. The Independent 

Review, 8(1), 65–86. http://www.jstor.org/stable/24562597 
 

Supplemental Readings 
- Iheka, C. (2018). Naturalizing Africa. Cambridge University Press. (Selected Chapters) 

Class discussion  
- Our relationship to the environment/outdoors  

 

 
Week 2 

Jan  
16 & 19 

History of Environmental Movements in the Global South  
- Bello, W. (2007). The environmental movement in the global South: The pivotal agent in the fight 

against global warming. Focus on the Global South, 12. 
- Dwivedi, R. (2001). Environmental movements in the global south: Issues of livelihood and beyond. 

International Sociology, 16(1), 11-31. 
- Eve Nabulya (2022) Rethinking Human-Centredness and Eco-Sustainability in an African Setting: 

Insights from Luganda Folktales, Journal of African Cultural Studies, 34:3, 308-324, DOI: 
10.1080/13696815.2022.2032618   
 

Supplemental Readings  
- Rob Nixon, Introduction, Slow Violence, and the Environmentalism of the Poor (2011), 1-44  

 
Learning Plan Due Thursday January 19, 2023 @ or before 11:59 pm 
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COURSE OUTLINE   

 
SCHEDULE   

 
TOPIC & READINGS & ACTIVITIES 
Supplemental Readings 

- Butler, O. E. (2012). Parable of the Sower. Open Road Media. 
 
Activity  

- Film Screening- “
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COURSE OUTLINE   

 
SCHEDULE   

 
TOPIC & READINGS & ACTIVITIES 
Supplemental Readings 

- Iheka, C. (2021). The media turn in African environmentalism: the Niger Delta and oil’s network 
forms. Journal of Visual Culture, 20(1), 60–84. https://doi.org/10.1177/1470412921994616 
 

Activity 
Class discussion on the following, 
- Al Jazeera speaks to Guyana’s president Ali over oil boom https://theglobalherald.com/news/al-

jazeera-speaks-to-guyanas-president-ali-over-oil-boom/ 
- Fire in the Delta: The Struggle Against Shell in Nigeria.https://culturesofresistancefilms.com/fire-

delta-struggle-against-shell-nigeria/  
- Poison Fire: Gas and Oil Abuse in Nigeria https://intercontinentalcry.org/poison-fire-in-the-niger-

delta/  
 
Midterm Take-home Exam February 16, 2023 @ or before 11:59 pm 
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COURSE OUTLINE   

 
SCHEDULE   

 
TOPIC & READINGS & ACTIVITIES 

- Liboiron, Max;
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COURSE FORMAT 
This course will run synchronously. Each week there will be one in-class lecture - Monday 11:30 am – 1:00 pm followed 
by weekly tutorials - Thursday 1:00-2:30 pm. You will be required to attend and participate in the tutorial group you’ve 
been assigned to each week. In the tutorials you will meet with your teaching assistant and a small subset of your class 
peers. You will have an opportunity to discuss the previous week’s readings with your peers and engage in a short 
active learning activity designed to help you apply different forms of learning to the material you are reading each 
week. Each tutorial will revolve around an activity or reading from the lectures the week before. You will be expected to 
bring your completed and submitted activity with you to each session. I recommend that you do all the readings of the 
week before your tutorial. The lectures and tutorials are designed to help you learn, critically assess, and make sense of 
the material presented.  
 
COURSE ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Throughout the course, I will post course news in the Announcements section of the course homepage. I encourage you to 
actively check the course onQ main page for course announcements throughout the semester for reminders and additional 
course information or learning opportunities.  
 
COURSE FEEDBACK  
At various points during the course, I may ask you to take part in a variety of feedback activities (i.e., exit tickets), related to this 
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SPECIAL NEEDS AND LEARNING ACCOMMODATION 




