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Professor, Department of Global Development Studies, Mac-Corry Hall A407 4XHHQTV 8QLYH
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EDUCATION

1996 PhD. Political Science , University of Toronto
Comparative Politics (Developing Countries) and Political Theory
Thesis Title: The Politics of Ecology in South Africa: Urban Governance and
Environmental Policy in Cape Town

1992 M.A. Development Studies , University of Toronto
Joint degree in Politics and Economics

1988 H.B.A. Business Administration , University of Western Ontario
International trade, finance and human resources

the School
of Environmental Studies

X Head of Department from 2001-2012

2003-2009 Associate Professor, Department of Global Development Studies,
AXHHQTY 8QLYHUVLW\

2001-2003 Assistant Professor , Department of Global Development Studies
AXHHQTY 8QLYHUVLW\

1996-2001 Assistant Professor , Departments of Geography and Political
6WXGLHY 4XHHQYV 8QLYHUVLW\

1996 Lecturer , Institute for Environmental Studies, University of Toronto

1994 Lecturer , Political Studies,


mailto:dm23@queensu.ca

2000-present Founder and Director - Municipal Services Project

x Founder and Director of the Municipal Services Project, a global research
network that explores progressive forms of public services with a focus on
equity, sustainability and democratic engagement. We critically investigate
successful public service models with the aim of documenting and assessing
the conditions required for their sustainability and reproducibility.

x Coordination of all research design, implementation, outputs, analysis and
reporting involving over 200 researchers working in more than 50 countries

x Received more than $3 million in funding from a variety of sources

x Author of books, journal articles, chapters and popular material related to
project research

1996-2000 Project Manager - Southern African Migration Project

x Project Manager for a $3 million CIDA-funded research project on cross-
border migration in Southern Africa

x Coordination of research design, implementation, outputs, analysis and
reporting, with over 100 researchers working in the region

x Coordinated regional conferences/workshops/missions at Ministerial level on
migration-related issues

x Published research findings in academic journals, books, policy series
publications and in the popular press
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T Marois and DA McDonald (eds). (2023). Public Banks, Public Water: Exploring the
Links in Europe. Routledge: New York, 190pp.

DA McDonald, T Marois and D Barrowclough (eds). 2020. Public Banks and Covid-19:
Combatting the Pandemic With Public Finance. Municipal Service Project (Kingston),
UNCTAD (Geneva) and Eurodad (Brussels), 436pp

DA McDonald, S Spronk and D Chavez (eds). 2020. Public Water and Covid-19: Dark
Clouds and Silver Linings, Municipal Service Project (Kingston), Transnational Institute
(Amsterdam) and Consejo Latinoamericano de Ciencias Sociales (CLACSO) (Buenos
Aires), 471pp

Translated to Spanish: Agua Publica y Coronavirus: Nubes Negras y Nuevas
Oportunidades (2021), 512pp

“This excellent and timely collection examines the impact of the pandemic on
public water operators around the world, highlighting the importance of
democratic and equitable water services. If any good can come from this terrible
pandemic, it is the recognition that public services are vital components of
fundamental justice for a post-Covid world.”



“Is corporatization friend or foe of quality public service provision? This book
offers a thorough critique, providing a theoretical framework and a set of criteria
for evaluating this new reform in public service delivery. Case studies from
around the world show the potential benefits and pitfalls of corporatization and
raise questions about the role of the state and the meaning of 'public' in service
delivery. This is a must-read for policy-makers, practitioners and scholars of
public service reform.”

Mildred E. Warner, Professor, Department of City and Regional Planning,

Cornell University

“This book offers fresh thinking on corporatization and public enterprises and
addresses important research questions in a multidisciplinary way. The analysis
is grounded in new evidence and field research, making it essential reading for
anyone interested in the benefits and risks of contemporary trends of governance
reforms in the provision of essential public services."

Massimo Florio, Professor of Public Economics, University of Milan

DA McDonald and G Ruiters (eds). 2012. Alternatives to Privatization: Public Options
for Essential Services in the Global South, Routledge, New York, 541 pp

X
X
X

co-published by HSRC Press (Cape Town); Leftword Books (Delhi)
published in Spanish by Icaria (Barcelona)

published in Turkish by Note Bene Press (Ankara)

Here is a book that many have been waiting for: an empirical, theoretical and
normative case for defending and innovating ‘the public’. In resisting



M Pigeon, DA McDonald, O Hoedeman and S Kishimoto (eds), 2012.
Remunicipalisation: Putting Water Back Into Public Hands, TNI: Amsterdam, 116pp.
X Translated to Spanish (TNI) and Bulgarian (Friends of the Earth)

Cities have been remunicipalising water for years, but finally we have a book that
gives us a global perspective on this trend. It offers rich evidence of how public
service providers outperform private water companies while at the same time
pointing to the challenges that managers, policy makers and activists face in
making water public again.

Maude Barlow, Chairperson of the Council of Canadians





http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=414920##

A welcome addition to the literature [on Nyerere].
African Affairs

DA McDonald (ed). 2000. On Borders: Perspectives on International Migration in
Southern Africa 6 W ODUWLQYYV 3UBWV 1HZ <RUN



'$ OF'RQDOG 8 'H )LQDQFLQJ 5HiACiHieS DOL]DWLRQ”
https://doi.org/10.1177/00420980241262705

DA McDonald. 2024.


https://doi.org/10.1177/10780874241233535

de la Sablonniere, R, F Tougas, DM Taylor, J Crush, DA McDonald, and OR Perenlei.
2015. Social Change in Mongolia and South Africa: The Impact of Relative Deprivation
Trajectory and Group Status on Well-Being and Adjustment to Change . Social Justice
Research, Vol 28, No 1, pp 1-21.

de la Sablonniere, R, E Auger, DM Taylor, J Crush and DA McDonald. 2013. "Social
Change in South Africa: An Historical Approach to Relative Deprivation™ British Journal
of Social Psychology 52(4): 703-25.

( /HRSROG DQG '$ O0F'R NWiOgal Socialisth Then and Now:
/HVVRQV IRU WKH *ThiRl EMord @uarkekly K33:10, pp1837-53

DA McDonald. 2011. Electricity and the Minerals Energy Complex in South Africa,
Africa Review, Vol 3, No 1, January-June, pp 67-89.

'$ OF'RQDOG UbuntuBashingg 7KH ODUNHWL]DWLRQ RI 3$IULFDQ 9DC
$ 1 U L Réview of African Political Economy, Vol 37, No 124, June, pp 139-152.

G Boag and DA McDonald. 2010. 3$ &ULWLFDO 5H YubliZ P&ine3shipsan. F
:DWHU 6 H UNalteF Aternatives, Vol 3, Issue 1, February, pp 1-25.

K Cocq and DA McDonald. 2010. 3 0LQGLQJ WKH 8QGHUWRZ $VVHVVLQJ :D
u3ULYDWL]DW LARtRpddel ® R&dxckl Dournal of Geography, Vol 42, No 1,
January, pp 6-45.

DA McDonald, 2007. 3®:RUOG &ODVYV ,QHTXDOLW\ &DSH 7RZQ 6RXWK
Quarterly, Vol 114, No 3, Fall, pp 395-407.

A Mayher and DA McDonald. 2007. Ihe Print Media in South Africa: Paving the Way
for Rrivatization TReview of African Political Economy No.113, pp 203-220.

A Breen, L Swartz, AJ Flisher, JA Joska, J Corrigall, L Plaatjies and DA McDonald.
2007. 3 ([ SH U L H @eénthl Riborder in the Context of Basic Service Reforms: The
I



Recovery for Water and Power, Alternatives, Volume 28, Number 3, pp 15-20.

R Danso and DA McDonald. 2001. Writing Xenophobia: Immigration and the Print
Media in Post-apartheid South Africa, Africa Today, Volume 48, Number 3, pp 114-137

DA McDonald and J Crush. 2001. Evaluating South African Immigration Policy After
Apartheid, Africa Today, Volume 48, Number 3, pp 1-13

A Loftus and DA McDonald. 2001. Of Liquid Dreams: A Political Ecology of Water
Privatization in Buenos Aires, Environment and Urbanization, Volume 12, Number 2, pp
179-200
X Reprinted LQ 6SDQLVK DV 36 X HrdRedolayid politicaRi¥ la
SULYDWL]DFLYQ GHO VRédiadHcenotideOND 188D~ L Q

DA McDonald and J Crush. 2000. Understanding Skilled Migration in Southern Africa,
African Insight



Chapters in books

'$ OF'RQDOG 7 ODURLYVY 6 6SURQN DQG 1 HitddvctiohRPUBMK FRPLQJ
Banks and Public Water Services in the Global South~ D& McDonald, T. Marois and

S Spronk (eds). Public Banks and Public Water in the Global South. Routledge: New

York.

DA McDonald, A Kihaule, W Nabakiibi and AN Serunjogi (forthcoming 2025 Making
:DWHU pu3XEOLF %DQNDEOHYT LMOANIDQralD, D Qaeiddah@3ID QL D
Spronk (eds). Public Banks and Public Water in the Global South. Routledge: New

York.

'$ OF'RQDOG 6 6SURQN DQG ' &KDYH] 3, QWURGXFWLRQ
0 D W W HDA/McDoald, S Spronk and D Chavez (eds). 2020. Public Water and

Covid-19: Dark Clouds and Silver Linings, Municipal Service Project (Kingston),

Transnational Institute (Amsterdam) and Consejo Latinoamericano de Ciencias

Sociales (CLACSO) (Buenos Aires), pp 1-24

D Barrowclough, T Marois and DA McDonald 3, QWURGXFWLRQ 3XEOLF %L
ataTimeofCovid- ~ LQ '$ OF'RQDOG 7 ODURLV DQG "PWbitUURZFORX.
Banks and Covid-19: Combatting the Pandemic With Public Finance. Municipal Service






157-182

DA McDonald and G Ruiters. 2012. Ways Forward for Alternatives in Health, Water
and Electricity~ L @ McDonald and G Ruiters (eds). Alternatives to Privatization:
Public Options for Essential Services in the Global South, Routledge, New York, pp.
491-504

DA McDonald. 2012. 35HPXQLFLSDOLVDiW MRR)geoRR DA WEDonald, O
Hoedeman and S Kishimoto (eds). Remunicipalisation: Putting Water Back Into Public
Hands, TNI: Amsterdam, pp 1-16.

DA McDonald. 2009. 3 7KH ,PSRUWDQFH RI %BANrDo(aldENV Eleckic L Q
Capitalism: Recolonizing Africa on the Power Grid, HSRC Press: Cape Town,
Earthscan, London, pp xv-xxiii

DA McDonald. 2009. 3(OHFWULF &DSLWDOLVP &RQFHSWXDOL]LQJ (OH
SFFXPXODWLRQ LQ ircelmAXMyDonakll (@d).FHkectric Capitalism: Recolonizing
Africa on the Power Grid, HSRC Press: Cape Town, Earthscan, London, pp 1-49

DA McDonald. 2009. 3 $OWHUQDWLYH (OHFWULFLW\iBMWEDONBRIU 6 R X W K
(ed). Electric Capitalism: Recolonizing Africa on the Power Grid, HSRC Press: Cape
Town, Earthscan, London, pp 437-453

'$ OF'RQDOG (QYLURQPHQWDO 5DFLVP DQG 1HROLEHUDO 'LVR
in The Quest for Environmental Justice: Human Rights and the Politics of Pollution,
Robert D. Bullard (Ed.), University of California Press, San Francisco, pp 255-279



DA McDonald. 2002. 3: KDW LV (QYLURQPHQWDO -XVWLFH"" LQ 'DYLG ¢
Environmental Justice in South Africa. Ohio University Press and University of Cape
Town Press, pp 1-15.

DA McDonald. 2002. 2 8S $JDLQVW WKH & Baigaidn@dd Ervidrdnental
Justice in South African Cites” LQ 'DYLG $ O0F'FEQVDdd@entalEustice in
South Africa. Ohio University Press and University of Cape Town Press, pp 292-325.

DA McDonald and J Crush. 2002. 3 7KLQNLQJ $ERXW WKH %UDLQ 'UDLQ LQ
in David A McDonald and Jonathan Crush (eds) Destinations Unknown: Perspectives
on the Brain Drain in Southern Africa. Africa Institute, Cape Town, pp 1-17

DA McDonald. 2002. Inspiration for a New Generation? Comparing Nyerere, Mandela
and Mbeki, in The Legacies of Julius Nyerere: Influences on Development Discourse
and Practice in Africa. Africa World Press, New Jersey, pp 101-110

DA McDonald. 2002. 37RZDUGV D %Y HWWHU 8Q Gbblegr\MiDratiGnliiQJ RI &URV\
6RXWKHUQ $IULFD” LQ 'DY DGB&rdedd: PRrepoBotVEs ohl IGternational
Migration in Southern Africa, StMaUWLQfV 3UHVV 1HZ <RUN SS


https://theconversation.com/covid-19-has-decimated-water-systems-globally-but-privatization-is-not-the-answer-155689
https://theconversation.com/covid-19-has-decimated-water-systems-globally-but-privatization-is-not-the-answer-155689




McDonald, DA. 1993. It's Not Easy Being Green: Environmental Politics in South Africa
Southern Africa Report. Volume 8, Number 3-4, pp 54-57

Policy Papers

A Breen, L Swartz, AJ Flisher, JA Joska, J Corrigall, L Plaatjies and DA McDonald.
2006. How Depressing: Poverty, Mental Health and Basic Municipal Services in South
Africa, Municipal Services Project Occasional Papers Series, No. 12, Cape Town,
October, 48 pp.



The Work of the Ants: Labour and community reinventing public water in
Colombia (October 2014)

Reclaiming public health through community-based monitoring: The case of
Maharashtra, India (September 2014)

The Malaysian health system in transition: The ambiguity of public and private
(August 2014)

Faith-based health services as an alternative to privatization? A Ugandan case
study (June 2014)

Labour and community in transition: Alliances for public services in South Africa
(June 2014)

Chile and Costa Rica: Different roads to universal health in Latin America (May
2014)

State-owned banks and development: Dispelling mainstream myths (October
2013)

Reclaiming Turkey's state-owned bank (October 2013)

Universal health care in India: Making it public, making it a reality (April 2013)


http://www.municipalservicesproject.org/publication/reclaiming-public-health-through-community-based-monitoring-case-maharashtra-india
http://www.municipalservicesproject.org/publication/reclaiming-public-health-through-community-based-monitoring-case-maharashtra-india
http://www.municipalservicesproject.org/publication/labour-and-community-transition-alliances-public-services-south-africa
http://www.municipalservicesproject.org/publication/cupboard-full-public-finance-public-services-global-south

Institutions (1999)
x Building Skills: Cross-


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNkno9Bw51E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzNS5jd-LTY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlSM1TPm_k8

Chapel Hill, March 21, 2023.
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3&RUSRUDWL]DWLRQ 6DYLQJ *UDFH RU D 6KHHS LQ :ROIfV &O
the 21™ century: Recent advances in public missions and performance: Theory
contributions and literature review, CIRIEC International, Berlin, February 13, 2013.

SBHWKLQNLQJ WKH 3XE O Iérontos RdlitidalStudiastsenvinianSeries,
January 14, 2013.



S3(OHFWULF &DSLWDOLVP 5HFRORQL]LASocttibhLdf BmBriganW KH 3R Z
Geographers Annual Meetings, San Francisco, April 19, 2007.



3+RXVLQJ DQG 5HIXJHHV LQ &DSH 7RZQ 6RXWK $IULFD" &DQ
Studies Conference, Memorial University, St Johns, June 8, 1997

37KH $1& DQG WKH (QYLURQPHQW ' &DQDGLDQ 5HVHDUFK &R
&RQIHUHQFH 4XHHQTV 8QLYHUVLW\ )HEUXDU\

SBROLWLFDO (FRORJ\ DQG WKH 6WUXJJOH IRU (QYLURQPHQWL
Association of African Studies Conference, Trent University, May 26, 1995

Websites Developed

Municipal Services Project xwww.municipalservicesproject.org
Southern African Research Centre xwww.queensu.ca/sarc
Southern African Migration Project twww.queensu.ca/samp

Newspaper Articles

Occasional Contributor to: Business Day (Johannesburg), Mail & Guardian
(Johannesburg), The Sowetan (Johannesburg), The Sunday Independent
(Johannesburg), Cape Argus (Cape Town), The Cape Times (Cape Town), The
Mercury (Durban), The Whig-Standard (Kingston), The PIC Press (Kingston), The
Guardian (London), Rabble.ca


http://www.queensu.ca/msp
http://www.queensu.ca/sarc
http://www.queensu.ca/samp

