
Guidelines for Master’s Reports & Theses



 Proposals are normally 4-6 pages long for reports and 6-8 pages for theses (not including a 
preliminary bibliography of at least 10 resources) and contain answers to the following questions: 

  
1) What do you propose to study? 

a) Your environmental issue. 
b) Your research question(s). 
 

2) Why do you wish to pursue this area of study? 
a) Your reason for interest in the issue. 
b) Your goals and objectives. 
 



similar questions. The criteria used to evaluate the method’s effectiveness should be 
discussed. This chapter should operate to set out the methodological "terms of 
reference" for the study.  Anticipated major problems are identified along with ways 
of resolving them. 

 
Chapter 4 - Findings: This identifies the results of the research, and generates specific 

recommendations for how the problem or issues should best be addressed. 
 
 
Chapter 5 - Conclusions: This provides an overview of the most important findings, 

conclusions and recommendations arising from the research. It may make suggestions 
regarding future research in this area, and place the contribution of the thesis is broader 
context of the environmental field. 

 

 In the case of non-empirically based theses the exact format taken should be discussed in detail 
and agreed with the supervisor prior to submission. It will generally follow an accepted format in 
a discipline appropriate to the student's project and approach. 

 

 When the student and supervisor feel that the thesis is ready for examination, a thesis committee 
will be struck. The committee consists of a member from outside the School, usually from a 
cognate department, the School Director or a delegate, another ENSC faculty member, the 
supervisor and a chairperson. The committee reads the thesis and if they believe it is ready to be 
orally defended, an oral examination is held.  

 

 The student is informed immediately of the result of the oral examination. According to the School 
of Graduate Studies and Research 



 There is no prescribed format for a report but the following guidelines are recommended for 
empirically based studies. (Deviation from these guidelines should be agreed with the supervisory 
committee prior to submission): 

 
Chapter 1 - Introduction: The general problem or issue to be examined is identified and its 

setting is briefly described. The rationale or justification for investigating the problem 
is explained.  The Introduction is preceded by a 2-


