
Academic Requirement 
Indicators of Achievement 

1. Depth and 
breadth of 
knowledge in the 
field of 
Sustainability 

This degree is awarded to students who 
demonst rate a t horou gh understanding of 
knowledge of sustainabilit y, which will su pp o r t 
the student’s futu re academic activit ies or 
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include techiques, tools, perspectives, conce pts, 
and/or theories from two or more disciplines 
and the abilit y to in tegrate this kno wledge to 
advance the understanding of an enviro n mental 
issue.   Students will also demonst rate a critical 
awareness of the current issues in the area of 
sustainabilit y.  

 

ENSC 801 
ENSC 802 
ENSC 897 
 
Successful performance in 
both parts of the 
comprehensive exam, 
courses and finally PhD 
oral defense.  
 
Successful feedback from 
seminar presentation s and 
commit tee meetings.  

Posit ive feedback from 
su perviso r and advisory 
commit tee on progress.  
 
Demonst rated depth of 
knowledge in sustainabilit y 
as evidenced by a defendable 
well writ ten thesis and abilit y 
to field questio n s related to 
enviro nmental sustainabilit y.   
 



2. Research and 
scholarship in 
Sustainability 
 

This degre e is awarded to students who are able 
to:  conceptualize, design, and implement 
research for the generation of new knowledge, 
application s, or understanding of sustainabilit y.  
The uniq ue aspect of this pro gram is that the 
thesis research must encompass tw o or more 
disciplines (i.e. toxicology and sociolo gy; 
geography and philo soph y; geology, biology and 
chemist ry; plannin g and epidemiolo gy). 
Students graduating from this pro gram will 
recognize and appreciate the value of combinin g 
research in different disciplines to address 
problems related to enviro n mental 
sustainabilit y.  

ENSC 801 
ENSC 802 
ENSC 897 
Successful performance in 
the research prop o sal part 
of the comprehensive 
exam.  
Successful feedback from 
seminar presentation s and 
thesis advisory meetings.  
Thesis research  

It is expected that students 
will have the abilit y to 
conceptualize, design, and 
implement research for the 
generation of new 
knowledge, application s, or 
understanding at the 
forefront of the 
sustainabilit y, and to adjust 
their research des ign or 
methodology in the ligh t of 
unforeseen problems. It is 
expected that the 
dissertation research in 
sustainabilit y will lead to 
origi nal research, or other 
advanced scholarsh ip, which 
merit publication. Posit ive 
feedback from supervisor 
and advisory c ommit tee on 
progress.  
 
Successful performance in 
comprehensive exam, 
courses and finally PhD oral 
defense.  



3. Application of 
knowledge and 
contribution to 



5. Autonomy and 
professional 
capacity 

This degree is awarded to students who 
consistent ly  demonst rat e respon sibilit y, 
integrit y and intellectual independence.  

ENSC 801 
ENSC 802 
ENSC 897 
Thesis Research  
 

Demonst ration of ethical 
behavior consistent with 
academic integrit y.  

6. Appreciation of 
the limitations of 
their research in 
Sustainability 

This degree is awarded to students who 
demonst rate t he  understanding of  the 
limitation s of their research methods,  current 
literature and interpretation of result s. This will 
occur thro u gh the student’s understanding of 
the assumpt i on s up on wh ich their research is 
based and acceptin g that there are always 
different ways of understanding based on the 
perspectives we br ing to research. A clear 
example of this issue invo lves research in 
Canada’s nort h (an area of increasing interest 
among ou r faculty). Graduates will understand 
that their research, if based on western science, 
may be viewed by First Nation and aboriginal 
grou p s wit h skepticism, as these commu n it ies 
rely on a different kno wledge system based on 
oral and traditional knowledge.  
 

ENSC 801 
ENSC 802 
ENSC 897 
Comprehensive 
examination  
Research Day 
presentation s  
ENSC seminar 
presentation  
Thesis and oral defense  

Reasoned respon se to 
questio n in g durin g 
presentation s, 
comprehensive and PhD oral 
examination s that 
demonst rate a knowledge 
and understanding of 
research limitation s and of 
the potential contribution s of 
other interpretation s, 
methods, and disciplines.  

 

 

 


