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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

 

It’s been a great year for the Queen’s School of Urban and Regional Planning but 

the highlight for me was the Canadian Institute of Planners conference in Vancouver.  I 

was there to present research and launch a book, but the stars of the day are in this happy 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING 

 

Student Enrolment  

The School’s enrolment for 2013-2014 was 68 full time students (34 full-time in 

first year and 34 full-time in second year).  Due to an unprecedented cluster of parental 

and academic leaves, our faculty complement this year was only 4.75 full-time Faculty 

members and one Continuing Adjunct.  Six Term Adjuncts helped teach courses and 

supervise students, and four Adjunct 1s lent their expertise to coach and supervise 

students in our second-year project courses. 

 

Incoming Class 2013-2014 
Academic Standings: A (21), B+ (13) 

Male/Female Ratio: males (15), females (19) 

Academic background:  Biology (2), Civil Engineering (2),  Classical Studies (1), 

Conservation Biology (1), Criminal Justice (1), Environmental Science (3), Geography 

(11), Geological Engineering (1), Global Political Economy (1), International 

Development (2), Landscape Architecture (1),  Political Science (4), Sociology (1),  

Urban Studies/Planning (3). This year’s entering class of 34 had degrees from 22 

different universities, 7 provinces and 1 international. 

 

Course Offerings 

The School offered a total of 27 



 4 

for Academic Excellence, which is given to the CIP student member with the highest 

academic standing in our program. Shairoz also won the Ida Mmari Memorial Award, 

which is given to the graduating student who completes the program in two years and has 

the highest grade point average. Kelly Martel (’12) won the Stanley Lash Award that is 

given to the student who has written the best term paper in a SURP course in the 

preceding calendar year.  Cassandra Caiger (’13) won the 2013 Toronto CREW 

(Commercial Real Estate Women) award ($2,500 value).  

 

 Four of the six national awards for academic excellence from the Canadian 

Institute of Planners were won by SURP students.  Hillary Morgan (’13) won the 

Humphrey Carver – Past President Scholarship, Jon Pradinuk (’13) won the Dillon 

Consulting Limited Scholarship and the Vancouver Scholarship for Excellence and 

Leadership in Sustainable Planning, and Nicholas Danford (’13) won the Thomas 

Adams – Past President Scholarship.

mailto:john.andrew@queensu.ca


http://www.auroville.org/
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donation to help fund these awards.  Normally, three to five awards of $1,700 each are 

given out every year.  Proposals on planning-related topics are submitted for adjudication 

by a selection panel comprised of first- and second-year students.  The proposals are 

judged on their feasibility, practicality and innovation.  The award recipients give a 

presentation to the student body and faculty before and after returning from their trips.  In 

addition, they prepare a one- to two-page summary of their experiences with appropriate 

pictures, which may be added to the School’s web page and used in other School 

communications materials.  The 2013 International Experience Award winners were 

Cassandra Caiger (’13) for travel to Vienna, Austria, Hossein Danesh Heidari (’13) for 

travel to Masdar City, United Arab Emirates, Lindsey Gradeen (’13) for travel to 

Stockholm, Sweden, and Shwaan Hutton 
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FACULTY 
 

In 2013, Ajay Agarwal was on parental leave.  However, he taught the SURP-827 

International Planning Project course, supervised five new and six continuing Master’s 

Reports, and advised many SURP students.   

   

SURP-827 was SURP’s second international project course in India.  Ajay 

organized and led a group of eight students to Auroville, India for a two weeks intensive 

field trip between December 5 and 19. The students proposed a sustainable development 

performance evaluation system customized for Auroville’s unique context.  Activities in 

India included field trips to study several demonstration projects relevant to urban 

planning, and study tours of Pondicherry.  The students conducted intensive community 

engagement exercises including individual and group interviews, meetings with public 

officials, non-profit organizations, professional planners, architects, local activists, and 

residents of Auroville. The group prepared a detailed planning report for 62l-3(ona)4(l pl)139with public 
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and was focused on the review of best practices, studies and initiatives across the Country 

for planning for health.  Sue also provided several guest lectures this year to SURP 

students on Healthy Community Planning and to undergrad students in the Geography 

Department at Queen’s. 

 

Beyond his administrative duties as School Director, David Gordon taught parts of 

six courses and led field trips in Montreal, Toronto and Ottawa in 2013.  He supervised 

the research of five graduate students to completion of their master’s degrees and twelve 

more are in progress.  Dave managed professional liaison and alumni affairs for the 

School and continued as the Faculty Coordinator of the National Executive Forum on 

Public Property.  He developed partnerships with three community agencies to deliver 

project courses – the City of Ottawa, the KFL&A Health Unit and the Ottawa Airport 

Authority.  Dave participated in research conferences in Canada and around the world.  

He collaborated with Professor Emeritus Gerald Hodge to publish the sixth edition of 

Planning Canadian Communities 
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European Housing Research conference in Edinburgh. He hopes to maintain a somewhat-

active intellectual life in retirement.   

 



 12 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

Agarwal, A., “SURP Plans in India”, Ontario Planning Journal, 28(4): 8, 2013.  

Collins, P. and A. Agarwal, Survey of Commute Patterns of Queen’s Employees: 

Preliminary Summary Report, Kingston: Queen’s University, 2013. 

Agarwal, A., “An Examination of the Determinants of Employment Center Growth: Do 

Local Policies Play a Role?”, Journal of Urban Affairs, forthcoming January 2014, 

DOI: 10.1111/juaf.12097. 

Giuliano, G. and A. Agarwal, “Landuse Impacts of Transportation Investments: 

Highway and Transit” in The Geography of Urban Transportation Fourth Edition, 

Hanson, S. and Giuliano, G. (eds.), New York: The Guilford Press, forthcoming 

2014. 

Agarwal, A., “Latent Travel Demand” in M. Garrett (ed.), Encyclopedia of 

Transportation: Social Science and Policy, Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, 

forthcoming. 

Agarwal A. “Triple Convergence” in M. Garrett (ed.), Encyclopedia of Transportation: 

Social Science and Policy, Sage Publications, forthcoming. 

Legge, M., D. Weinstein and J. Andrew, “Target Explores Canada: Adventures in 

Canadian Retail”, Cornell Real Estate Review, May 2013. 

Benecki, L., J. Andrew and Y. Chan,“Evaluating the Feasibility of an Affordable 

Housing and Community Centre: A Case Study From Rural Ontario”, Journal of 

Rural and Community Development, accepted for forthcoming publication in 2014. 

Collins, P.A., and M.V. Hayes, “Examining the Capacities of Municipal Governments to 

Reduce Health Inequities: A Survey of Municipal Actors’ Perceptions in Metro 

Vancouver”, Canadian Journal of Public Health, 104(4):e304-310, 2013. 

Collins, P.A., and A. Agarwal, Survey of Commute Patterns of Queen’s Employees: 

Preliminary Summary Report, Kingston: Queen’s University, 2013. 

Collins, P.A. and D. Mayer, “Active Transportation among Adults in Kingston, 

Ontario: An Analysis of Mode, Destination, and Duration among Walkers and 

Cyclists”, Journal of Physical Activity and Health, in press. 

Alberghetti, A* and P.A. Collins, “A Passion for Gambling: A Conceptual Analysis and 

Review of Gambling Behaviours Among the Older Adult Population in Canada”, 

Journal of Gambling Studies, in press. 

Daw, J.R., S.G. Morgan, P.A. Collins and J. Abelson, “Framing Incremental Expansions 

to Public Health Insurance Programs: The Case of Canadian Pharmacare”, Journal 

of Health Politics, Policy, and Law, accepted for publication.  

Collins, P.A., E.M. Power and M.H. Little, “Municipal Level Responses to Household 

Food Insecurity in Canada: A Call for Critical, Evaluative Research”, Canadian 

Journal of Public Health, accepted for publication. 

Cumming, S., “Surviving Public Consultation: Creating a Win-Win”, Ontario Planning 

Journal, March/April 2014. 

Gordon, D.L.A., “Ottawa: Lumber Town to Federal Capital” in Im Herzen der Macht? 

Hauptstädte und ihre Funktion, H. Mayer (ed.), Universität Bern, Geographisches 

Institut. pp. 237-265, 2013. 

Gordon, D.L.A. and M. Janzen*, “Suburban Nation? Estimating the Size of Canada’s 

Suburban Population”, Canadian Journal of Architecture and Planning Research, 

30(3):197-220, 2013. 
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Gordon, D.L.A., “GTA Sprawl Out of Control”, Toronto Star, September 14, 2013.
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Viswanathan, L., F. McLeod*, C. King, J. Macbeth and E. Alexiuk*, “Are We There 

Yet? Making Inroads to Decolonize Planning Knowledge and Practices in Southern 

Ontario”, Plan Canada
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Williams, B.* (presenter), P.A. Collins and G. Whitelaw, “Integrated Community 

Sustainability Planning  in Mid-sized Municipalities: A Comparative Case Study”, 

refereed oral presentation, Canadian Association of Geographers Annual Meeting, 

St. John’s, Newfoundland, August 11-15, 2013. 

Collins, P.A. and M.V. Hayes (presenter), “Examining the Capacities of Municipal 

Governments to Reduce Health Inequities: A Survey of Municipal Actors’ 

Perceptions in Metro Vancouver”, refereed oral presentation, 2013 American 

Association of Geographers Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, California, April 12, 

2013.  

Collins, P.A.



 17 

Schiller, P., “Bicycles and Transit: Bike To, Bike On, Bikes as Transit: Issues and 

Problems with Particular Reference to the U.S. and Canada”, Bicycle Urbanism 

Symposium, University of Washington’s College of Built Environments, Seattle, 

Washington, June 19-22, 2013. 

Skaburskis, A., conference attendee, North American Meetings of the Regional Science 

Association International, Atlanta, Georgia, November 13-16, 2013. 

Skaburskis, A., panel member, Urban Studies Conference, Glasgow, Scotland, 

September, 2013. 

Skaburskis, A., “Filtering and Gentrifying in Toronto: Neighbourhood Transitions In 

and Out from the Lowest Income Decile Between 1981 and 2006”, ACSP/AESOP 

Conference, Dublin, Ireland, July 15-19, 2013. 

Skaburskis, A., conference attendee, Association of American Geographers Annual 

Meeting, Los Angeles, California, April 9-13, 2013. 

Viswanathan, L., “Engaging Contradictions in Neoliberalism and the Racialization of 

Spaces”, SUNY Buffalo Symposium on Race, Space, and Exclusion, Buffalo, New 

York, September 18-20, 2013.  

Viswanathan, L. and L. Gradeen*, “Labour Market Integration of Immigrants as New 

Talent in Eastern Ontario”, Rural Economic Revitalization Conference, Kingston, 

Ontario, April 8, 2013. 

 

* indicates student co-author 

 

 













http://media.wix.com/ugd/3409b9_c8e2052ad3ee45879939efa4b2c69186.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/surp/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.surpwww/files/files/Project%20Courses/SURP-824%20-%202013-14comp.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/surp/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.surpwww/files/files/Project%20Courses/SURP-824%20-%202013-14comp.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/surp/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.surpwww/files/files/Project%20Courses/Animating%20the%20Rideau%20Canal%20Final%20for%20screen%20viewing-1.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/surp/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.surpwww/files/files/Project%20Courses/Animating%20the%20Rideau%20Canal%20Final%20for%20screen%20viewing-1.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/surp/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.surpwww/files/files/Project%20Courses/Animating%20the%20Rideau%20Canal%20Final%20for%20screen%20viewing-1.pdf
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SURP-827: International Planning Project (Fall 2013) 
Ajay Agarwal offered an international project course in Auroville 

(www.auroville.org).  Auroville is located near Pondicherry in southern India. The client 

for the course was Auroville Integral Su

http://www.auroville.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/surp/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.surpwww/files/files/Project%20Courses/Executive%20Summary.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/surp/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.surpwww/files/files/Project%20Courses/Executive%20Summary.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/surp/research/student-work
http://www.queensu.ca/surp/research/student-work
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EXTERNAL INITIATIVES 

 

 

National Executive Forum on Publ





 27 

Training   for   Officials   from   China’s   Ministry   of   Land   and Resources 
During the summer, SURP organized a two-week intensive training program in land use 

planning for 43 government officials from China’s Ministry of Land and Resources. The training 

included 14 presentations from experts from Queen’s University, Government of Ontario, 

Federal Government, the private sector and three field trips. 
 

Chinese Government Officials Internship Program 
The Queen’s-China Ministry of Land and Resources (MLR) internship program was 

established 18 years ago under a Memorandum of Understanding between the University and the 

Ministry. 



 28 

APPENDIX A 

SCHOOL OF URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING 

COURSE OFFERINGS 2013-2014 

 

Fall Term 2013 

Core: 

   SURP-800 Master’s Research Proposal (four-week module) [all Faculty] 

  -815 Legal and Governmental Processes (Meligrana) 

  -817 An Intellectual History of Urban and Regional Planning [Gordon/Viswanathan] 

  -818 Physical Planning [Meligrana] 

  -823 Health & Social Project (KFL&A Public Health) [Collins/Gordon/MacPhail] 

  -824  Land Use & Real Estate Project (Ottawa Airport) [Meligrana/Gordon/Tremblay] 

  -826 Special Field Project (Ottawa - Rideau Canal) [Gordon/Lanktree/Kung] 

  -827 International Planning Project (India) [Agarwal] 

Methodology: 
   SURP-800 Master’s Research Proposal (as above because also a core course) [all Faculty] 

  -801 Survey Research Methods [Collins] 

  -807 Special Topic (topic: Participation Techniques) [Cumming] 

Electives: 
   SURP-842 Economics of Land Development and Planning [Skaburskis] 

 -871 Social Planning [Viswanathan] 

  -881 GIS in Urban Planning [S. Agarwal] 

  -886 Functional Planning (topic – ADR in Public Disputes) [Med. Ctr. SE Ont – Price] 

 

  

Winter Term 2014 

Core: 

   SURP-812 Qualitative Methods in Planning [Viswanathan] 

 -819 Quantitative Methods [Collins] 

 

Methodology: 
   SURP-803 Employment Analysis [Agarwal] 
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Gradeen, Lindsey Can You Dig It? Accessibility in Community Garden Policies and 

Lessons from Two Canadian Cities (Report; Supervisor L. 

Viswanathan) 

  

Graham, Kaitlyn Analyzing the Impacts of Transit Investments: Examining Change 

in Two Toronto Transit Neighbourhoods (Report; Supervisor A. 

Agarwal) 

  

Grove, Jennifer From Low-Rise to High-Rise: A Comparison of Techniques for the 

Integration of Tall Buildings into Three Suburban, Transit-

Adjacent Locations in Ottawa (Report; Supervisor D. Gordon) 

  

Huffman, John Assessing the Economic Impact of an Oil and Gas Firm's Head 

Office Relocation to Calgary, AB (Report; Supervisor A. 

Skaburskis) 

  

Ikram, Ali A Comparative Analysis of Public Access Along the Waterfront 

Walkways of Kingston and Belleville, Ontario (Report; Supervisor 

D. Gordon) 

  

Ippersiel, Matthew The Revitalization of Traditional Mainstreets Through Design: 

Notre-Dame Street, Lachine, QC (Report; Supervisor A. Agarwal) 

  

Jamal, Shairoz Programming and Services for Youth in North Kingston Parks: A 

Community Assessment (Report; Supervisors P. Collins and P. 

Streich) 

  

Johnston, Jeremy A Pilot Study of Sprawl Repair Potential in Kingston, Ontario 

(Report; Supervisor D. Gordon) 

  

Jones, Megan The Chill of Outdoor Plazas: A Comprehensive Comparison of 

Two Outdoor Plazas in Downtown Regina, Saskatchewan Under 

the Premise of Access, Use, Image, Sociability and Climate-

Conscious Design (Report; Supervisor D. Gordon)

  Cde(ohn)] TJ
ET
BT
1 0 0 1 1440 1 324.65 Tmr 
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Morgan, Hillary Moving Industry Up: Examining the Potential for Intensification of 

New and Cultural Industries in Vancouver's Mount Pleasant 

Industrial District (Report; Supervisor J. Meligrana) 

  

Pradinuk, Jonathan Mixing in Mid-Rise: An Analysis of the Key Factors in the 

Redevelopment of Vancouver's Neighbourhood Shopping Streets 

(Report; Supervisor J. Meligrana) 

  

Raso, Vincent Food for Thought: A Case Study Analysis of the Food Retail Site 

Selection Process (Report; Supervisor J. Meligrana) 

  

Robinson-Mushkat, S.W. Gordon Stephenson’s 1960 Plan for London, Ontario: Noble 

Intentions, Unfulfilled Promise, and Lasting Influence (Report; 

Supervisor D. Gordon) 

  

Stecky-Efantis, Alex Evaluating Ontario Wind Turbine Decommissioning Plans (Report; 

Supervisor G. Whitelaw) 

  

Stuart, John Planning for Urban Biodiversity: An Examination of the 

Relationship between Integrated Community Sustainability 

Planning Principles and Novel Ecosystem Formation (Report; 

Supervisor G. Whitelaw) 

  

Talarico, Marisa 
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Appendix C 

SURP STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES 2013-2014 

 

QGAPS COUNCIL 

 

EXECUTIVE                                                                                     

 

President 

VP Finance 

VP Administration 

VP Academic and Professional Development 

VP Student Life (F)/VP Social Affairs (W) 

      Fall 2013 

Heather McDonell 
    Winter 2014 

Pegah Tootoonchian 

Gerry Tchisler Miranda Spessot 

James Taylor Daren Zuk 

Rebecca Tan Dilys Huang 

Michael Rac Jordan Suffel 

 

REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Upper Year CAPS 

First Year CAPS 

Upper Year OPPI 

First Year OPPI 

SGPS  

Upper Year Class  

First Year Class 

 

Alix Jolicoeur 

 

Alix Jolicoeur 

Shazeen Tejani Shazeen Tejani 

Per Lundberg Per Lundberg 

Andrew Misiak Andrew Misiak 

Jenna Thibault Jenna Thibault 

Bailey Chabot Bailey Chabot 

Thomas Fehr Thomas Fehr 

 

COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL AND COORDINATORS 

 

COMMITEES 

 

First Year 

 

Upper Year 

Promotions and Exhibitions Committee 

Liz Bang 

Thomas Douglas 

Pegah Tootoonchian 

Sarah Nielsen 

 

Academic and Professional Events Committee 

Liz Bang 

Ibrahim Dia 

Dilys Huang 

Mattson Meere 

Isaac Shirokoff 

James Taylor 


