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RE-IMAGINING THE SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD PARKWAY - A LINEAR PARK FOR CANADA’S CAPITAL

Executive Summary

Parkway Background

The Sir John A. Macdonald Parkway runs along the 
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Imagine...

The year is 2039, you�re walking east along the Ottawa 
River shoreline of the SJAM Parkway, heading for 
Canada�s Parliament. The busy pathway bustles with 
walkers, joggers, people with strollers, skate boarders, 
and more.

As you exit the Mud Lake conservation area, you 
see a signpost that welcomes you to the Sir John A. 
Macdonald Park, Canada�s Capital Park. Beyond the 
sign, you see a tree-lined cycling way full of cyclists of all 
ages and some on their commute and others ambling 
along leisurely, taking in the beautiful views of the river 
and beyond to the Gatineau shoreline.

Across the parkway median, you can catch glimpses  
of red mapled mature trees lining the Parkway. As you 
advance closer, you notice several areas to safely cross 
this scenic parkway.

All day long, throughout your pleasant stroll, you notice 
signs of care and public activity along the corridor � 
from public art pieces to groves of trees, easy to read 
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UD\V� JOLPPHULQJ� Rර� WKH� ULYHU� DV� WKH� FURZGV� GZLQGOH��
truly, this is a postcard moment and a site to be shared 
and enjoyed by Ottawans, and Canadians from sea to 
shining sea.

Current Conditions
Today, the Sir John A. Macdonald Parkway, formerly 
known as the Ottawa River Parkway, is a busy and 
important thoroughfare transporting people from the 
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Conclusion
The SJAM Parkway is a valuable asset to Canada�s 
Capital. It has a lot of potential, and there are many 
ways to re-imagine it in the future as a focal point, 
not only for Ottawans, but for all Canadians when 
they visit the city. It exists as a gateway to Parliament, 
the seat of government in our great country, and its 
JUDQGHXU�DQG�EHDXW\�VKRXOG� UHÁHFW� LWV� LPSRUWDQFH�DV�
that gateway. Simultaneously, real-life considerations 
IRU� �QHDUE\�UHVLGHQWV�PXVW�EH�PDGH�WKURXJK�RරHULQJ�
amenities and programming that will draw them to the 
Parkway as regular users. Giving residents a sense of 
ownership over the Park will make them more likely 
to defend it from future development. Safety should 
DOVR�EH�D�VHULRXV�FRQFHUQ��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�XVHUV�IHHO�
safe and comfortable when they are on the Parkway. All 
these considerations and more have been taken into 
account during the design process, with the vision of 
the SJAM Parkway as a place people will want to visit, 
a destination that people will wish to share with their 
loved ones, a shining symbol of the grand, diverse and 
beautiful culture and country in which we live. 

Postcard with a perspective of Maple Avenue, a proposed signature feature 
along the re-imagined Sir John A. Macdonald Parkway.


