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Appendix E: Precedents Evaluation Criteria
The evaluation criteria for selecting precedent 
parkways and parks to examine were determined 
after traversing the SJAM Parkway on foot, by bicycle, 
and by vehicle. This set of criteria was constructed to 
�U�H�Á�H�F�W�I�R�U���S�D�U�N�Z�D�\�V���R�U���S�D�U�N�V���L�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�����E�X�W���V�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�O�O�\��
for the needs of the gateway to Canada’s Capital.

Each characteristic under the evaluation criteria will be 
evaluated as ‘0’, ‘1’ or ‘2’, where ‘0’ represents an 
absence of the characteristic in question; ‘1’ represents 
a presence, but not an exemplary or ideal presence; 
and ‘2’ represents an exemplary or ideal presence of 
the characteristic in question. Tables 1 and 2, 
respectively, represent characteristics under Relevance 
and Key Features. Each table details how each feature 
should be evaluated. This evaluation will be used to 
show which precedents are the most useful to explore 
when it comes to implementing new design or 
infrastructure features for the SJAM Parkway. 

References:
�%�U�L�W�L�V�K���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���2
¼�F�H�����%�&�5�����������������������&�R�D�V�W�D�O���6�F�H�Q�L�F���$�V�V�H�V�V��
�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�W�� �6�H�O�H�F�W�H�G�� �6�L�W�H�V�� �L�Q�� �7�X�U�N�H�\���� �8�.�� �D�Q�G�� �0�D�O�W�D. London: 
�%�U�L�W�L�V�K���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���2
¼�F�H��

Ergin, A., Karaesmen, E., & Ucar, B. (2011). A Quantitative 
Study for Evaluation of Coastal Scenery. �-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I���&�R�D�V�W�D�O��
�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��������(6), 1065-1075.

Table 1. Relevance

Capital This is used to determine whether or not the parkway/park is in a capital city. If the parkway/park is in a 
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Rankings of Parkways and Parks Based on Evaluation Criteria 

 
Relevance Key Features Total  

Parkway  Capital  
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Appendix E1: Evaluated 
Precedents
Arroyo Seco Parkway�...........................................................E1-2

Benjamin Franklin Parkway�.............................................. E1-4

Bronx River Parkway	�............................................................E1-7
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Arroyo Seco Parkway
Location:  Pasadena, California

Length:  13.1 km

Agencies Involved: Los Angeles County, Caltrans

Relevance
•	 Many scenic and leisure-related aspects of the 
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Benjamin Franklin Parkway
Location:  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Length:  1.6 km

Agencies Involved: National Park Service

Relevance
•	 The Parkway has heritage and cultural 

�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H��

•	 Since 2003, $16,650,000 of public space 
improvements have been made to the Parkway.

•	 Over the recent decades, the Parkway has 
incrementally favoured the car over the 
pedestrian.

•	 The City has been working towards 
transforming the Parkway into an urban and 
vibrant public space with the release of the 
2013 More Park, Less Way action plan.

History & Context
The Benjamin Franklin Parkway is a classic American 
�S�D�U�N�Z�D�\�����À�U�V�W���F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H�G���L�Q�������������D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���)�D�L�U�P�R�X�Q�W��
Park plan. The grand boulevard was intended to serve 
as a direct route from the business district directly to 
Fairmount Park drawing inspiration from Champs Élysées 
�L�Q�� �3�D�U�L�V���� �7�K�H�� �S�D�U�N�Z�D�\�� �Z�D�V�� �À�Q�D�O�O�\�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� ����������
as part of Gréber’s plan, composed of parallel avenues 
with green medians and streetscape furnishings. Other 
ornamental additions such as the Swann Ornamental 
Fountain and the Flags of Nations contributed to 
the grand beauty of the parkway. While the parkway 
maintained its image as a grand boulevard, it has 
succumbed to development pressures over the years, 

with a widened road and some imposing buildings.

Today, however, there is hope for Philadelphia’s answer 
�W�R���&�K�D�P�S�V���e�O�\�V�p�H�V�����5�H�Y�L�W�D�O�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���H
»�R�U�W�V���D�U�H���X�Q�G�H�U�Z�D�\����
�Z�L�W�K���D�Q���R
¼�F�L�D�O���%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q���3�D�U�N�Z�D�\���$�F�W�L�R�Q���3�O�D�Q��
created through extensive public consultation, research 
and expertise. Through a series of public meetings, 
reports, and actually asking individual users how they 
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grandeur, and the pièce de résistance is at the road’s 
terminus, where it meets Fairmount Park, the 9200 acre 
landscaped park in the heart of Philadelphia.

The parkway is busy, but only at peak hours. Otherwise it 
can feel like a dead space. Both of these conditions can 
make the area feel unsafe, which further prevents active 
use of the asset. Furthermore, the myy1Tbehs  
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Further Reading

Center City Planning For Growth - the Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway: http://www.centercityphila.org/
docs/SOCC-Plan07-BFP2.pdf

PlanPhilly Benjamin Franklin Parkway Action 
Plan Gets Underway: http://planphilly.com/
articles/2012/07/23/benjamin-franklin-parkway-
action-plan-gets-under-way

National Park Service Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Rehabilitation Project: http://planphilly.com/
articles/2012/07/23/benjamin-franklin-parkway-
action-plan-gets-under-way

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������7�K�H���S�D�U�N�Z�D�\���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�V���J�U�D�Q�G���F�L�Y�L�F���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���Z�L�W�K��
�D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W���Y�H�J�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�L�Q�J���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���D���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���V�S�D�F�H��
���%���.�U�L�V�W����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������%�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�O�\���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�G�����Z�D�O�N�Z�D�\�V�����3�D�U�L�V���Z�D�V���W�K�H��
�L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�N�Z�D�\�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q����
������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������-�)�.���3�O�D�]�D�����F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���/�R�Y�H���3�D�U�N�����D�W���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K��
�H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�U�N�Z�D�\�����6�P�L�W�K�����Q���G������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������(�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���R�I���G�D�L�O�\���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�U�N�Z�D�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V��
�R�I���G�L
ý�H�U�H�Q�W���X�V�H�U�V�����3�H�Q�Q�S�U�D�[�L�V���6�F�K�R�R�O���R�I���'�H�V�L�J�Q����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������3�X�E�O�L�F���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�R�Z�Q���K�D�O�O���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���Z�H�U�H��
�W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q���3�D�U�N�Z�D�\���$�F�W�L�R�Q���3�O�D�Q��
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Bronx River Parkway
Location:  New York, New York

Length:  30.77 km

Agencies Involved: New York State Department of 
Transportation

Relevance
•	 �+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���D�V���1�R�U�W�K���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�·�V���À�U�V�W��

modern parkway.

•	 Wetland, waterway, and wildlife restoration 
�H
»�R�U�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���%�U�R�Q�[���5�L�Y�H�U���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�À�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H��
2001.

History & Context
�7�K�H�� �%�U�R�Q�[�� �5�L�Y�H�U�� �3�D�U�N�Z�D�\�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �À�U�V�W�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�� �P�X�O�W�L��
lane, limited-access parkway in North America. 
Construction began in 1907 and continued through to 
the mid-1920s. Originally referred to as the Bronx River 
Parkway Reserve, the Parkway was intended to help 
preserve the Bronx River.

�7�K�H���3�D�U�N�Z�D�\���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���P�R�G�L�À�H�G���R�Y�H�U���W�L�P�H�����0�R�V�W���Q�R�W�D�E�O�\����
sections of the Parkway and River were straightened in 
�W�K�H�����������V���D�Q�G�����������V���W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�U�D
¼�F���Á�R�Z��

Features & Challenges
�7�K�H���3�D�U�N�Z�D�\���L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���G�H�À�Q�H�G��
the pre-World War II motor parkway (e.g. overpasses 
and centre medians). 

Certain stretches are narrower in order to reduce 
environmental impact. The asphalt is pigmented with 
additives to harmonize with the landscape, while 
landscaping is designed to imitate natural patterns and 

plant associations. Where possible, distracting objects 
and features are disguised with natural elements.

�7�K�H�� �3�D�U�N�Z�D�\�� �L�V�� �F�O�R�V�H�G�� �W�R�� �Y�H�K�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �W�U�D
¼�F�� �D�Q�G�� �R�S�H�Q�H�G��
to cyclists, skaters, walkers, joggers, and strollers during 
“Bicycle Sundays”, which are scheduled from May 
through September. 

The straightening of the Parkway and River has created 
long-term environmental repercussions, including the 
loss of wetlands.

Further Reading

Documenting New York’s Bronx River Parkway, 
USA: http://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/content/arti-
cle/10.1680/ehah.2010.163.2.105

NYC Bronx River Parkway Facilities: http://www.nyc-
govparks.org/parks/bronx-river-parkway

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������7�K�H���%�U�R�Q�[���5�L�Y�H�U���3�D�U�N�Z�D�\���Z�D�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���D�V���D��
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Bronx River Parkway (continued)

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������'�H�W�D�L�O���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���/�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V���6�X�U�Y�H�\�����/�L�E�U�D�U�\���R�I���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�����Q���G������
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Buffalo Parkway System
Location:
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Don Valley Parkway
Location:  Toronto, Ontario

Length:  15 km

Agencies Involved: City of Toronto

Relevance
•	 Pressure from residents to return to parkway 

format

•	 Heavily urbanized along parkway

•	 Cycling and recreational walking trails

•	 Transformation from parkway to heavily-used 
commuter route

•	 Some revitalization plans under consideration 
or in their initial phases (Corktown Commons)





E1-12

RE-IMAGINING THE SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD PARKWAY - A LINEAR PARK FOR CANADA’S CAPITAL

Emerald Necklace
Location: Boston, Massachusetts

Area: 445 ha

Agencies Involved: City of Boston, Emerald Necklace 
Conservancy

Relevance
•	 An example that illustrates the implications of 

development and expansion

•	 Transformation of parkways, which were intend-
ed to be pleasure routes, into major commuter 
routes

•	 �5�D�Q�J�H���R�I���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���R
»�H�U�H�G���D�P�R�Q�J��
the series of parks.

History & Context
Some portions of the Emerald Necklace, such as Boston 
Common, the oldest park in the United States, were 
built as early as 1634. However, it wasn’t until Frederick 
Law Olmsted began his work in the 1870s that the idea 
of a park system linked by linear parks and parkways 
emerged.

Although the Emerald Necklace was designed to run 
from Franklin Park through several parks to Dorchester 
�:�D�\���� �W�K�H�� �À�Q�D�O�� �O�L�Q�N���� �W�K�L�V�� �V�H�J�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�D�V�� �Q�R�W�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G��
and not every piece of the park system was maintained. 
However, several portions of the system exist today as 
parks with a diverse set of attractions. 

The Emerald Necklace is designated as a landmark in 
the National Register of Historic Places and is currently 
�X�Q�G�H�U�J�R�L�Q�J���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V��

Features & Challenges
At almost 150 years old, the park system is exemplary of 
classical linear parks with gardens, nature trails, and acts 
as an oasis. There are several wooded areas, meadows, 
forested areas, ponds, and water features. Areas such as 
�%�D�F�N���%�D�\���)�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���0�X�G�G�\���5�L�Y�H�U���R
»�H�U���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U��
recreation but are also designed for ecological purposes 
including nesting grounds, ecosystem restoration, and 
�Á�R�R�G���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�����3�D�W�K�Z�D�\�V�����E�U�L�G�J�H�V�����D�Q�G���S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H��
a wide array of picturesque scenes.

�7�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�� �O�H�Y�H�O�� �R�I�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H��
in Boston; therefore, some of the roads and parkways 
have been expanded, encroaching on parkland as a 

result. Some roads and development have also split 
the Emerald Necklace up so that it is no longer an 
uninterrupted park system. With so much recreational 
infrastructure and so many amenities, the system has 
lost some of its original commitment to nature.

Pressure to alleviate congestion in the 1960s led 
to the construction of the Bowker Overpass, which 
connects Storrow Drive to the Fenway. The Overpass 
limited pedestrian connectivity to the Charles River. 
The deterioration of waterways along portions of the 
�(�P�H�U�D�O�G���1�H�F�N�O�D�F�H���D�O�V�R���F�D�X�V�H�V���Á�R�R�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J��
communities.

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N���/�D�Z���2�O�P�V�W�H�G�·�V�������������S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���%�R�V�W�R�Q�·�V���(�P�H�U�D�O�G���1�H�F�N�O�D�F�H�����/�D�V�V�H�U�����Q���G����
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Emerald Necklace (continued)

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������7�K�H���5�L�Y�H�U�Z�D�\���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���0�X�G�G�\���5�L�Y�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U��
�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���������������D�E�R�Y�H�������)�L�J�X�U�H�������������$�I�W�H�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q��
�������������E�H�O�R�Z�������(�P�H�U�D�O�G���1�H�F�N�O�D�F�H���&�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�Q�F�\����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������9�L�Q�W�D�J�H���S�R�V�W�F�D�U�G�V���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���Y�L�H�Z�V���R�I���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q���3�D�U�N��
���%�U�R�Z�Q�H�����������������7�D�\�O�R�U�����������������$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���5�H�S�H�U�W�R�U�\���7�K�H�D�W�H�U����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������2�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\���Q�D�P�H�G���D�V���/�H�Y�H�U�H�W�W���3�D�U�N�����2�O�P�V�W�H�G���3�D�U�N���Z�D�V��
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Gardens by the Bay
Location: Singapore

Area: 101 ha

Agencies Involved: National Parks Board of Singapore, 
Gardens by the Bay Park Authority

Relevance
•	 Waterfront views of the city’s skyline

•	 Principles of environmental sustainability as the 
underlying concept

•	 Incorporation of water play features for children

History & Context
Gardens by the Bay was planned as a way to embody 
the paradigm shift of Singapore from a “Garden City” to 
a “City in a Garden”. Following an international master 
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Gardens by the Bay (continued)

Further Reading

�*�D�U�G�H�Q�V���E�\���W�K�H���%�D�\�����(�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���U�H�Á�H�F�W�L�Y�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�����$�U�F�K�L��
�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���'�H�V�L�J�Q, 108-111.

Gardens by the Bay: High performance through design 
optimization and integration. �,�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�W���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���,�Q�W�H�U��
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O, 140-157.

Gardens by the Bay website: http://www.gardensbythe-
bay.com.sg/en/home.html

National Research Foundation �*�D�U�G�H�Q�V���E�\���W�K�H���%�D�\����
http://www.nrf.gov.sg/gyss@one-north-2015/pro-
gramme/site-visits/gardens-by-the-bay

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������$�����������P�H�W�U�H���E�R�D�U�G�Z�D�O�N���D�O�R�Q�J���'�U�D�J�R�Q�Á�\���/�D�N�H�����*�D�U�G�H�Q�V��
�E�\���W�K�H���%�D�\�����Q���G���D����

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������$���Y�H�J�H�W�D�W�H�G���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���¶�&�O�R�X�G���)�R�U�H�V�W�·��
�V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�·�V���W�D�O�O�H�V�W���L�Q�G�R�R�U���Z�D�W�H�U�I�D�O�O�����7�D�Q����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������$�����������P�H�W�U�H���O�R�Q�J���Z�D�O�N�Z�D�\���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�Z�R���6�X�S�H�U�W�U�H�H�V��
���*�D�U�G�H�Q�V���E�\���W�K�H���%�D�\�����Q���G���E����
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George Washington 
Memorial Parkway
Location:  Washington, D.C. to Mount Vernon, VA

Length:  40 km

Agencies Involved: 40 km

Relevance
•	 National Gateway and regarded as a 

pilgrimage, contributing to a sense of national 
identity

•	 Natural views are strongly protected

•	 Attempts to tell a story and get people excited 
about their country by using key moments in 
history

History & Context
The Parkway follows the same route to Mount Vernon 
that George Washington took on horseback. Originally 
a patriotic pilgrimage in the 19th century. By the 
���������V���������������������S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�H�U�H���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�·�V��
former home each year. By the early 1900s, advocacy 
for a national road began. A commemorative focus 
for the roadway had gained national support by 1928, 
and construction occurred between 1929 and 1970. 
Olmsted personally inspected the various alignments 
and endorsed a route that carried the road way along 
the chain of ridges from Arlington cemetery to Mount 
Vernon.

Features & Challenges
The parkway features two lanes in each direction 
separated by a landscaped median with a 40 to 70 
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George Washington 
Memorial Parkway (continued)

George Washington 
Memorial Parkway

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������7�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�D�S�L�W�D�O���5�H�J�L�R�Q�·�V���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���3�D�U�N���3�O�D�Q��������������
���'�D�Y�L�V����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������,�Q�L�W�L�D�O���%�X�U�H�D�X���R�I���3�X�E�O�L�F���5�R�D�G�V���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���0�R�X�Q�W���9�H�U�Q�R�Q��
�0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���+�L�J�K�Z�D�\�����������������1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�D�U�N���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����Q���G������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������$�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���P�D�U�N�H�U���F�R�P�P�H�P�R�U�D�W�L�Q�J���D���Z�L�O�O�R�Z���R�D�N��
�W�U�H�H���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���S�O�D�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V�����9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D���7�H�F�K���/�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H��
�$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������0�D�U�L�Q�H���&�R�U�S�V���:�D�U���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�����D�O�V�R���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���W�K�H���,�Z�R��
�-�L�P�D���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���������1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�D�U�N���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������1�D�Y�\���0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W���0�D�U�L�Q�H���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�����&�K�H�Q�J����������������
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George Washington 
Memorial Parkway (continued)

 

Further Reading

Mount Vernon Trail Safety Improvement Project: http://
parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?documen-
tID=57657

National Parks Service George Washington Memorial 
Parkway Park Planning Website: http://www.nps.gov/
gwmp/parkmgmt/planning.htm

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������7�K�H���*�H�R�U�J�H���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���3�D�U�N�Z�D�\���W�R�G�D�\��
���0�D�U�L�R�U�G�R����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������&�X�U�U�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P��
�W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���+�L�J�K�Z�D�\���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�·�V������������GWMP Feasibility Study��
���(�D�V�W�H�U�Q���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���/�D�Q�G�V���+�L�J�K�Z�D�\���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����Q���G������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������3�D�U�N�Z�D�\���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���G�H�W�D�L�O���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�D�U�N���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�·�V���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J���5�H�F�R�U�G�����1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�D�U�N���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����Q���G������
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Henry Hudson Parkway
Location:  Manhattan, New York

Length:  17.8 km

Agencies Involved: New York State Department 
of Transportation, New York City Department of 
Transportation, New York City Department of Parks 
and Recreation, Metropolitan Transportation Authority, 
Amtrak, Port Authority of New York and New Jersey

Relevance
•	 Scenic views a focal point of design

•	 Runs through areas of scenic and historic value

•	 Used as an expressway

•	 Pedestrian accessibility challenges

History & Context
Built by Robert Moses in 1934-1937, the parkway runs 
almost parallel to Olmsted’s Riverside Park. In 2005, a 
comprehensive corridor management plan was created 
as part of the initiative to make it the New York State’s 
�À�U�V�W���V�F�H�Q�L�F���E�\�Z�D�\��

Features & Challenges
The Parkway has 6 lanes for most of the route, but 
there are more in some areas. The speed limit is 50 m/h 
(approximately 70 km/h)

The roadway features a minimal number of entries and 
exits and few pedestrian crossings. While there is no 
vegetation along the median, a greenway runs along 
it through Manhattan. The Parkway takes advantage of 
views of urban fabric, not just the natural views.
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Holyrood Park
Location: Edinburgh, Scotland

Area: 260 ha

Agencies Involved: Historic Scotland

Relevance
•	 Showcasing of the country’s national identity

•	 Historic open space with views in the heart of a 
capital city

•	 �$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���V�L�J�Q�L�À-
cance

•	 Limited vehicle access

•	 Demonstrates value of keeping natural land-
scapes in urban centres

History & Context
Originally a 12th century royal hunting estate, Holyrood 
Park is associated with the Palace of Holyroodhouse 
and was made into a park in the 16th century by James V. 
Since the 12th century, the Park has had strong religious 

links, including a close 
relationship with 
Holyrood Abbey. After 
being enclosed during 
the 15th century, the 
area’s conservation 
has been enhanced, 
including the retention 
of rare plant and 
wildlife species.

While quarrying took place in the Park during the 16 th 
century until the 19 th century, the Park is designated 
both as a Scheduled Ancient Monument as well as a 
�6�L�W�H�� �R�I�� �6�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �6�F�L�H�Q�W�L�À�F�� �,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�� �G�X�H�� �W�R�� �L�W�V�� �U�D�Q�J�H�� �R�I��
�Á�R�U�D�����D�Q�L�P�D�O�V�����J�H�R�O�R�J�\�����D�Q�G���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\��

Features & Challenges
The Park maintains natural highland landscape, 
including high peaks, plateaus, lochs, and glens. It 
also highlights historic features such as abbeys and an 
ancient chapel (St. Anthony’s Chapel). Arthur’s Seat, a 
dormant volcano and the highest elevation in the Park, 
is home to a well-preserved fort. The Salisbury Crags, 
a series of rocky slopes, contains a network of paths. In 
terms of access, the Park only has one road access with 
�Y�H�K�L�F�O�H���W�U�D
¼�F���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���R�Q���6�X�Q�G�D�\�V��

However, there is not a lot of space for programming 
and there is a lack of information within the Park 
regarding features that are culturally important.

Further Reading
Historic Scotland - Holyrood Park: http://www.histor-
ic-scotland.gov.uk/index/places/propertyresults/prop-
ertyoverview.htm?PropID=PL_125&PropName=Holy-
rood%20Park�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������5�X�L�Q�V���R�I���6�W�����$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\�·�V��

�&�K�D�S�H�O�����8�Q�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������6�D�O�L�V�E�X�U�\���&�U�D�J�V���L�Q���+�R�O�\�U�R�R�G���3�D�U�N�����)�R�R�W�S�U�L�Q�W���7�U�D�Y�H�O��
�*�X�L�G�H�V����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������3�R�V�W�F�D�U�G���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���$�U�W�K�X�U�·�V���6�H�D�W���I�U�R�P���������������W�R�S�������Y�L�H�Z���R�I��
�$�U�W�K�X�U�·�V���6�H�D�W���W�R�G�D�\�����E�R�W�W�R�P�������(�G�L�Q�E�X�U�J�K���3�K�R�W�R�����Q���G�������7�U�H�N�V����������������
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Ibirapuera Park
Location: São Paulo, Brazil

Area: 220 ha

Agencies Involved: City of São Paulo

Relevance
•	 Incorporation of cultural attractions within the 

natural environment

•	 Gardens feature local plant and tree species

•	 Availability of diverse recreational opportunities

•	 Programming is a highlight, with a variety of 
programs and events including art shows, 
historical exhibits, and sporting events.

History & Context
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Lake Shore Drive
Location: Chicago, Illinois

Length: 25.48 km

Agencies Involved: Illinois Department of 
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Margaret Island
Location: Budapest, Hungary

Area: 96 ha

Agencies Involved: Municipal Government of Budapest

Relevance
•	 Preservation of built and natural heritage in a 

national capital

•	 Emphasis on pedestrianization

History & Context
Located in the middle of the Danube River between two 
bridges, Margaret Island was also known as the Island 
of the Rabbits and is now the primary recreation area in 
Budapest. Initially comprising of three separate islands, 
�W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�V���Z�H�U�H���D�U�W�L�À�F�L�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�����7�K�H���X�Q�L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�H�G��
island was named after Princess Margaret, who was 
sent to the Convent in the 13th century after her father 
defeated the Mongols.

As the site of Franciscan and Dominican monasteries 
as early as the 13th century, the Island became a resort 
for high-ranking royal dignitaries in the 18th century. It 
has served as a recreational park after it was declared 
as a public garden in 1908. Some of the monasteries’ 
ruins were converted to new uses, such as restaurants 
and hotels and other amenities, while others were 
maintained for their heritage value.

Features & Challenges
Amenities include restaurants, hotels, spas, monuments, 
�D�� �P�X�V�L�F�D�O�� �I�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �V�S�R�U�W�� �À�H�O�G�V���� �6�H�Y�H�U�D�O��
kilometres of bike paths and walking trails, bicycle 

rentals, boat rentals, and boat landings are available as 
well. In addition to featuring exotic gardens as well as 
naturalized areas with local vegetation, Margaret Island 
also has historic ruins – some have been maintained as 
artefacts while others adaptively re-used. A UNESCO-
designated water tower built in 1911 serves as a lookout 
and an exhibition area. Furthermore, all forms (cont.)

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������0�D�S���R�I���0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W���,�V�O�D�Q�G���I�U�R�P���������������'�i�Q�L�H�O����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������$�Q���D�H�U�L�D�O���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W���,�V�O�D�Q�G���W�R�G�D�\�����/�D�U�D�����Q���G������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������:�D�O�N�L�Q�J���S�D�W�K�V���R�Q���0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W���,�V�O�D�Q�G�����$�U�D�Q�\���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K��
�/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���6�F�K�R�R�O����������������
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Margaret Island (continued)

�R�I���P�R�W�R�U�L�]�H�G���W�U�D
¼�F���D�U�H���Q�R�W���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G���H�[�F�H�S�W���I�R�U���R�Q�H���E�X�V��
route and taxi cabs.

Overall, the Island sees many users; however, a lot of 
heavy maintenance is required. There is also some 
coastal erosion, but is mostly mitigated through the 
incorporation of natural vegetation along the riverbanks.

Further Reading
Margaret Island: http://www.aviewoncities.com/buda-
pest/margaretisland.htm

Budapest by Locals: http://www.budapestbylocals.
com/margaret-island.html#top

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������3�R�V�W�F�D�U�G���R�I���W�K�H���8�1�(�6�&�2���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W���,�V�O�D�Q�G��
�:�D�W�H�U���7�R�Z�H�U���I�U�R�P���������������W�R�S�������Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���Z�D�W�H�U���W�R�Z�H�U���W�R�G�D�\��
���E�R�W�W�R�P�������*�U�H�H�Q�D�S�S�O�H���������������������9�L�V�L�W���%�X�G�D�S�H�V�W����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������7�K�H���0�D�U�J�L�W�V�]�L�J�H�W���6�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���)�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���D�W���Q�L�J�K�W�����7�K�H���I�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q��
�S�O�D�\�V���G�L
ý�H�U�H�Q�W���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���P�X�V�L�F���G�H�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���R�I���G�D�\���D�Q�G��
�V�H�D�V�R�Q�����1�R�W�D�U�R�V����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W���,�V�O�D�Q�G���V�L�J�Q�D�J�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�����G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���E�\���$�N�R�V��
�3�R�O�J�D�U�G�L�����3�D�U�N���V�L�J�Q�D�J�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���D�U�H���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�O���S�D�U�W���R�I���E�U�D�Q�G�L�Q�J��
���3�R�O�J�D�U�G�L����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������´�%�U�L�Q�J�R���&�D�U�W�V�µ���D�U�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���U�H�Q�W���R�Q���0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W��
�,�V�O�D�Q�G�����5�R�O�O�H�U�E�O�D�G�H�V���D�Q�G���E�L�F�\�F�O�H�V���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���U�H�Q�W��
���'�R�E�R�V����������������
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Merritt Parkway
Location: ���)�D�L�U�À�H�O�G���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�F�X�W

Length:  60 km

Agencies Involved: Merritt Parkway Advisory Com-
mittee

Relevance
•	 �&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H

•	 The implementation of conservancy and 
improvement projects through public-private 
partnerships

History & Context
Originally opened in 1938, the Merritt Parkway is 
a historic limited-access parkway, designated as a 
National Scenic Byway and listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Named after U.S. Congressman Schuyler Merritt, it is 
one of the oldest parkways in the United States. At 
the groundbreaking ceremony, Congressman Merritt 
heralded the project not for “rapid transit” but for 
“pleasant transit”.

Features & Challenges
The Parkway is home to 69 unique bridges designed 
by highway architect George Dunkelberger 
Commemorative boulders line the route. The planting 
design is aimed at restoring the tree canopy as a key 
�G�H�À�Q�L�Q�J���I�H�D�W�X�U�H��

The Save the Merritt Association (SMA) was formed in 
1973 in opposition to plans to realign and widen the 
Parkway. The SMA was largely successful in preventing 
large-scale changes to the roadway, although some 

bridges were demolished and replaced with out-of-
character spans and ramps (Heiss & Smyth, 2014, p. 96).

The Merritt Parkway Conservancy, founded in 2002, is 
dedicated to revitalizing and celebrating the Parkway. It 
functions as a private-public partnership to implement 
�W�K�H�� �À�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�� �R�I�� �0�H�U�U�L�W�W�� �3�D�U�N�Z�D�\�� �:�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �*�U�R�X�S���� �7�K�H��
Parkway was added to the World Monuments 2010 
Watch List, along with the Cathedral of St. James and 
Machu Picchu.

 

Further Reading

Merritt Parkway Conservancy: http://www.merrittpark-
way.org/

Merritt Parkway Improvement Projects: http://www.
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National Mall
Location: Washington, D.C.



E1-29

RE-IMAGINING THE SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD PARKWAY - A LINEAR PARK FOR CANADA’S CAPITAL



E1-30

RE-IMAGINING THE SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD PARKWAY - A LINEAR PARK FOR CANADA’S CAPITAL

Niagara Parkway
Location:  Fort Erie to Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario

Length: 55 km

Agencies Involved: Niagara Canada, Niagara Greenbelt, 
Ontario Scenic Drives, Niagara Parks Commission

Relevance
•	 The Parkway has remained true to its original 

vision.

•	 Serves as a scenic gateway into Canada.

•	 �6�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���Y�D�O�X�H��

•	 Low posted speed limits (40 km/h and 60 km/h).

•	 Lined by recreational pathways

History & Context
Originally a First Nation route, the Niagara Parkway was 
�À�U�V�W�� �V�X�U�Y�H�\�H�G�� �L�Q�� ������������ �,�W�� �J�D�L�Q�H�G�� �� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\��
during the War of 1812, and was put in reserve under 
jurisdiction of the Niagara Parks Commission in 1891. 
In 1908, land up to 20 metres wide along the Niagara 
River was expropriated by the Commission in order 
accommodate the construction of the Parkway.

Sir Winston Churchill called the Parkway as “the prettiest 
Sunday afternoon drive in the world” (Olive, 2012).

Features & Challenges
The Niagara Parkway is a two-lane roadway for almost 
the entire length, except for one section that is four lanes 
wide. Speed limit ranges between 40 km/h and 60 km/h.

The curving roadway reveals vistas over the course of the 
drive.  A recreational trail runs parallel to the Parkway.

Although it has remained largely true to its original vision, 
the Parkway does face some challenges. Development in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake has put pressure on the Parkway. 
Uses along the Parkway are static rather than dynamic, 
which can reduce interest in it as a destination. Underpasses 
some larger highways, which ruins the scenic nature of the 
drive in those locations.

Further Reading

A Journey Through History: A Guide to the Niagara 
Parkway from Chippawa to Black Creek: http://www.
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Ocean Parkway
Location:  Brooklyn, New York

Length:  7.8 km

Agencies Involved: New York State Department of 
Transportation

Relevance
•	 Historic and cultural value

•	 Distinction between parkway and surrounding 
road network has been lost

•	 Challenges associated with pedestrian safety 
and the recreational pathway is separated by 
use

History & Context
Designed by Olmsted and Vaux, the parkway was 
inspired by the grand boulevards in Paris. The boulevard 
was originally part of a master plan to extend the 
landscaping of prospect park throughout Brooklyn and 
New York. The “cycle path” along the Ocean Parkway 
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Ocean Parkway  (continued) 
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Paris Plages
Location:  Paris, France

Agencies Involved: Initiative started by the Paris City 
�+�D�O�O�����0�D�\�R�U���%�H�U�W�U�D�Q�G���'�H�O�D�Q�R�s�������S�D�U�W�L�D�O�O�\���À�Q�D�Q�F�H�G���E�\��
corporate sponsors

Relevance
•	 Roadway is closed for the summer

•	 Programming creates opportunity for many 
types of outdoor recreation in a heavily 
urbanised capital city

History & Context
Paris Plages is the collective name of a series of sites set 
up around Paris for summertime activities. The original 
and best-known Plage is constructed along the right 
bank of the Seine, along the Pompidou Expressway.

For four weeks each summer, the Pompidou Expressway 
is closed and between 2,000 and 6,000 tonnes of sand 
are spread out from the Pont-Neuf to the square in front 
of the Hôtel de Ville de Sully, around the La Villette basin 
and on the square of the Hôtel de Ville. In 2002, the 
event attracted 2 million people.

Features & Challenges
Cars are not allowed on the expressway during the 
Paris Plage. During this time, the Seine’s banks become 
pedestrian and beaches are set up at three locations 
(Louvre/Pont de Sully, Port de la Gare, and Bassin de 
la Villette). These temporary parks feature refreshment 
areas, play areas, deck chairs, petanque courts, and a 
water-sports complex with rowing boats and pedal 
boats.

Further Reading and Watching
�3�D�U�L�V���3�O�D�J�H�V�����K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���S�D�U�L�V���I�U���H�Q�J�O�L�V�K���Y�L�V�L�W���Á�D�J-
ship-events/paris-plages/rub_8208_stand_34146_
port_18969

Project for Public Spaces, Paris Plage: http://www.pps.
org/great_public_spaces/one?public_place_id=997

Life’s a beach in Jerusalem: http://youtu.be/qhR_g8KfT_k

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������0�D�S���R�I���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�O�R�Q�J���3�D�U�L�V���3�O�D�J�H�V�����3�D�U�L�V�����)�U�D�Q�F�H����
�������������3�D�U�L�V���3�O�D�J�H�V����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������6�D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�V���W�K�H���3�D�U�L�V���3�O�D�J�H�V���U�R�D�G�Z�D�\���L�Q�W�R���D���S�X�E�O�L�F��
�U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���]�R�Q�H�����7�K�H���E�H�D�F�K�H�V���D�U�H���I�U�H�H���D�Q�G���R�S�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�����D�P������
�����D�P�����3�D�U�L�V���3�O�D�J�H�V����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������:�D�W�H�U���E�D�V�H�G���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���%�D�V�L�Q���G�H���O�D���9�L�O�O�H�W�W�H����
�D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���3�D�U�L�V���3�O�D�J�H�V�����3�D�U�L�V���3�O�D�J�H�V����������������
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Parque Nacional de Brasília
Location: Brasília, Brazil

Area: 30,000 ha

Agencies Involved: Chico Mendes Institute for 
Biodiversity Conservation

Relevance
•	 Balance between preservation and recreation

•	 Protection of undisturbed areas

•	 Presence of a number of animal and bird species

•	 Park created as a centre for environmental edu-
cation

History & Context
Created in 1961, Parque Nacional de Brasília is the largest 
national park in the world situated in an urbanized area. 
Located approximately 10 km from the city, the Park 
was established with the goal of providing a forested 
area within Brazil’s Federal District. It also protects the 
ecosystem as well as the watershed basins, which provide 
25% of the District’s drinking water supply.

As a result of its preservation strategies, the Park was 
considered as Cerrado’s (a vast savanna ecoregion in 
Brazil) biosphere reserve core by UNESCO in 1992.

Features & Challenges
The Park’s recreational area includes two large mineral 
water swimming holes named Piscina Velha and Piscina 
Nova. The Park also has a series of hiking trails, which  
include the Água Cristal (Crystal Water Trail), a six-
kilometre circuit that crosses through several clear water 
streams. In addition, an environmental education centre 

features an interpretive exhibit as well as models of the 
Park. Amenities such as barbeque grills, picnic tables, 
�D�Q�G���W�R�L�O�H�W�V���D�U�H���R
»�H�U�H�G���D�V���Z�H�O�O��

Some of the challenges that Parque Nacional de Brasília 
encounter include the number of proposals that seek to 
develop portions of the Park into residential settlements. 
Furthermore, its boundaries were not properly described 
during its creation; therefore, many people have illegally 
�V�H�W�W�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���3�D�U�N���Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\���F�R�Q�Á�L�F�W�L�Q�J���O�D�Q�G���F�O�D�L�P�V��

Further Reading
Brasilia National Park: http://www.planetwildlife.com/information/
places/brasilia-national-park

Parque Nacional de Brasilia: http://www.icmbio.gov.br/portal/o-
que-fazemos/visitacao/ucs-abertas-a-visitacao/213-parque-na-
cion-al-de-brasilia.html

Parque Nacional de Brasília from Portal do Distrito Federal: http://
www.df.gov.br/conteudo-agencia-brasilia/item/1138-parque-na-
cional-de-brasília.html
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Princes Street Gardens
Location: Edinburgh, Scotland

Area: 16 ha

Agencies Involved: City of Edinburgh Council, Princes 
Street Gardens Steering Group

Relevance
•	 �&�D�S�L�W�D�O���F�L�W�\���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���R�I���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H

•	 Commemorations of special anniversaries

•	 Development of a management plan that 
covers various aspects including community 
involvement, marketing, and sustainability

•	 Highly accessible by all transportation modes

•	 Hosting of many varied events

•	 Source of passive recreational experience

History & Context
Princes Street Gardens is located in the centre of 
Edinburgh’s World Heritage Site. There is a diverse 
collection of public monuments and memorials dating 
from the 1840s to 1990s. In addition to its geological and 
�E�R�W�D�Q�L�F�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���� �L�W���L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\�� �O�L�V�W�H�G���L�Q���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G�·�V��
Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscape. The 
�*�D�U�G�H�Q�V�·�� �S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �U�H�W�D�L�O���� �R
¼�F�H���� �F�L�Y�L�F�� �D�U�H�D�V���� �W�R�X�U�L�V�W��
attractions, and a main transportation corridor gives it 
exceptionally high levels of use.

Features & Challenges

Within the Gardens, the Floral Clock’s annual planting 
scheme commemorates special anniversaries. 
Ornamental lawns and gardens, including the West and 
East Princes Street Gardens, feature a variety of plantings. 
Facilities include a play area, kiosks, cafes, seating, and 
shelters. A view of Edinburgh Castle can be seen at the 
western end of the Gardens. There are no dedicated 
parking lots; therefore, visitors need to use nearby ones. 

However, transit services can be easily accessed.

Further Reading
Parks and gardens - Princes Street Gardens: http://www.
edinburgh.gov.uk/directory_record/164144/princes_street_
gardens

Edinburgh Public Parks and Gardens Strategy: http://www.
edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20064/parks_and_green_spac-
es/1173/parks_and_greenspace_strategy

Princes Street Gardens: http://www.princes-street.com/in-
terest/princes-street-gardens.html

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������0�D�S���R�I���3�U�L�Q�F�H�V���6�W�U�H�H�W���*�D�U�G�H�Q�V�����(�G�L�Q�E�X�U�J�K�����6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G��
���3�U�L�Q�F�H�V���6�W�U�H�H�W����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���S�R�V�W�F�D�U�G���R�I���3�U�L�Q�F�H�V���6�W�U�H�H�W���*�D�U�G�H�Q�V�����W�R�S������
�3�U�L�Q�F�H�V���6�W�U�H�H�W���*�D�U�G�H�Q�V�����������������E�R�W�W�R�P�������6�W�X�E�E�V�����Q���G�������9�L�V�L�W���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G����
������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������3�U�L�Q�F�H�V���6�W�U�H�H�W���*�D�U�G�H�Q�V���3�O�D�\�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����.�L�H�V�D����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���,�F�H���5�L�Q�N�����3�U�L�Q�F�H�V���6�W�U�H�H�W���*�D�U�G�H�Q�V�����(�G�L�Q�E�X�U�J�K����
�6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G�����9�L�V�L�W���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G��������������
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Promenade Samuel-De 
Champlain
Location:  Québec City, Québec

Length:  2.5 km 

Agencies Involved: Commission de la capitale 
nationale du Québec (CCNQ)

Relevance
•	 Focus on gateway appeal and waterfront 

revitalisation

•	 �0�X�O�W�L���X�V�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�S�R�U�W�V���À�H�O�G�V

•	 Heritage conservation and symbolic story along 
the Promenade

•	 Showcases natural environment

•	 Highway was moved away from the waterfront

History & Context
Formerly an industrial corridor, the parkway is built on 
the original Boulevard Samuel-De Champlain, an arterial 
boulevard running along the river. The boulevard forms 
a portion of a national route, intended to serve as a 
gateway to the capital of Québec. 1996 marked the 
announcement of work to be done on the portion that 
�Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �W�K�H�� �3�U�R�P�H�Q�D�G�H���� �U�H�O�R�F�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D
¼�F��
lanes away from the water’s edge.

The Parkway was designed by a consortium of companies 
- Daoust Lestage, Williams Asselin Ackaoui, and Option 
Aménagement. The revitalised and reclaimed Parkway  
was opened in 2008 for the 400th anniversary of the 
founding of Québec City.

Features & Challenges
This linear park along the St. Lawrence River contains a 
roadway featuring two lanes in either direction with a 60 
km/h speed limit. Commercial vehicles are prohibited 
on the Parkway. 

The Parkway is separated into activity areas such a 
�E�L�F�\�F�O�H�� �S�D�W�K�V���� �V�S�R�U�W�V�� �À�H�O�G�V���� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�� �I�R�U�� �F�D�Q�R�H�V��
and boats, and observation decks. There are public art 
installations throughout the corridor, and the artistic 
features extend to even the pathway paving designs 
and the shapes of the park furniture.

Traversing the new Promenade Samuel-De Champlain is 
like traversing history; from the ancestral occupation of 
�W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���E�\���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���À�U�V�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���H�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�F�D�O��
missions to the military, naval and political focal point 
of New France.

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������4�X�p�E�H�F���&�L�W�\�����������������8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���7�R�U�R�Q�W�R�����Q���G������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���E�D�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�����/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H��
�S�X�W���D���E�D�U�U�L�H�U���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U�����'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�L�V�����V�R�P�H��
�W�H�Q�D�F�L�R�X�V���À�V�K�H�U�P�H�Q���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���W�K�H�L�U���S�D�V�W�L�P�H�����0�L�F�K�D�X�G����
������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������7�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���E�D�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�����/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H���5�L�Y�H�U���Z�D�V��
�U�H�S�O�D�F�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���U�R�D�G�Z�D�\���L�Q���������������$�U�F�K�L�Y�H�V���G�H���O�D���9�L�O�O�H���G�H���4�X�p�E�H�F����
������������
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Promenade Samuel-De 
Champlain (continued)

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������7�K�H���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�O�\���U�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�G���E�D�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�����/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���D�P�S�O�H���J�U�H�H�Q�V�S�D�F�H���D�Q�G���U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�D�W�K�Z�D�\�V�����/�D���S�U�R�P�H�Q�D�G�H��
�6�D�P�X�H�O���'�H���&�K�D�P�S�O�D�L�Q�����Q���G������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������&�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���R�U�Q�D�W�H���V�H�D�W�L�Q�J���J�L�Y�H�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�K�H��
�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���V�W�R�S�����U�H�V�W���D�Q�G���H�Q�M�R�\���W�K�H���Y�L�H�Z�����&�U�D�P�H�U����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������3�X�E�O�L�F���D�U�W���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�P�H�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�H���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�L�V���O�L�Q�H�D�U���S�D�U�N�����$�F�W�L�Y�L�W�p�V�����Q���G������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������7�K�H���U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�D�W�K�Z�D�\�V���D�W�W�U�D�F�W���D���Z�L�G�H���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I��
�X�V�H�U�V�����4�X�H�E�H�F���&�L�W�\�����Q���G������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������7�K�H���F�U�L�V�V���F�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J��
�S�D�W�K�V���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H��
�O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���D�V���D�U�W�����&�U�D�P�H�U����
������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������:�L�G�H���U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�S�D�W�K�V���D�O�O�R�Z���I�R�U���V�D�I�H���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���F�\�F�O�L�V�W�V���D�Q�G��
�S�H�G�H�V�W�U�L�D�Q�V�����'�D�Y�H����������������
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Promenade Samuel-De 
Champlain (continued)

Further Reading

In Quebec City, the Rivers Return to the People: http://
dirt.asla.org/2013/04/15/quebec-city-return-the-river-
to-the-people/

Promenade Samuel-De-Champlain: http://www.ville.
quebec.qc.ca/apropos/portrait/400e/legs/promenade.
aspx

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������)�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���S�O�D�\���D�U�H�D�V���D�Q�G���V�S�O�D�V�K���S�D�G�V���J�L�Y�H��
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���S�D�U�N�����)�O�D�Q�L�J�D�Q����
������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������7�K�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���6�W�����/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H���L�V���S�D�U�D�P�R�X�Q�W����
�I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���O�L�N�H���W�L�H�U�H�G���V�H�D�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���V�W�D�L�U�V���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U���K�H�O�S���W�R��
�P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����/�D���S�U�R�P�H�Q�D�G�H���6�D�P�X�H�O���'�H���&�K�D�P�S�O�D�L�Q����
�Q���G������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������7�K�L�V���������P�H�W�U�H���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R�Z�H�U���X�V�H�V���H�[�S�R�V�H�G���Z�R�R�G���W�R��
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�·�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�V���D���O�R�J���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�R�Z�Q�����&�U�D�P�H�U�����Q���G������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������*�H�R�P�H�W�U�L�F���S�D�Y�L�Q�J���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�G���W�H�U�U�D�L�Q��
�D�F�W���D�V���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���D�P�H�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����3�U�R�P�H�Q�D�G�H���6�D�P�X�H�O���'�H���&�K�D�P�S�O�D�L�Q����
������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������7�K�L�V���V�W�D�W�X�H���R�I���D���V�F�K�R�R�Q�H�U���L�V���D���S�L�H�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�U�W��
�U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�·�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����/�H���S�D�Y�L�O�O�R�Q���G�·�D�F�F�X�H�L�O����
�Q���G������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������$�H�U�L�D�O���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H���3�U�R�P�H�Q�D�G�H���6�D�P�X�H�O���'�H���&�K�D�P�S�O�D�L�Q��
�W�R�G�D�\�����&�U�D�P�H�U�����Q���G������
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Riverfront Parkway
Location:  Chattanooga, Tennessee

Length:  2.5 km 
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Riverfront Parkway (continued) Rock Creek & Potomac 
Parkway
Location:  Washington, D.C.

Length:  4.7 km

Agencies Involved: National Parks Service

Relevance
•	 �+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H

•	 Congestion managed by making the parkway 
one-way during rush hour

History & Context
The Parkway was built from 1923 to 1936 and was 
designed and supervised by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. 
Initially envisioned as a scenic multi-purpose urban park 
linking two of DC’s parks, but gradually changed to the 
creation of a landscaped transportation corridor.

Throughout the 1940s to 1960s, transportation engineers 
�S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�U�N�Z�D�\�� �W�R�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�� �W�U�D
¼�F��
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Rock Creek & Potomac 
Parkway (continued)

Further Reading
Library of Congress Parkway Photos: http://loc.gov/
pictures/item/dc0806/
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Saint-Charles River Linear 
Park
Location: City of Québec, Québec

Length: 32 km

Agencies Involved: City of Québec, Société de la riv-
ière Saint-Charles

Relevance
•	
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Sir George-Étienne Cartier 
Parkway
Location: Ottawa, Ontario

Length: 13.6 km

Agencies Involved: National Capital Commission
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Stanley Park
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia

Area: 400 ha

Agencies Involved: Vancouver Park Board, City of Van-
couver

Relevance
•	 Ecological preservation and protection

•	 Local Aboriginal culture is embraced, and there 
is partnership between the Aboriginal Tourism 
Association of BC and the Vancouver Park Board 
to host Klahowya Village, an Aboriginal summer 
cultural experience

•	 Division of the Seawall into two marked sections 
�W�R�� �D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�H�� �G�L
»�H�U�H�Q�W�� �X�V�H�U�V�� �²�� �W�K�H�� �R�X�W�V�L�G�H��
portion by the water is for walkers and joggers 
while the inside portion is for cyclists and roller-
bladers (Figure 161)

•	 Creation of a cycling plan (�6�W�D�Q�O�H�\�� �3�D�U�N�� �&�\�F�O�L�Q�J��
�3�O�D�Q [2012])

History & Context
Originally home to three First Nations groups – the 
Burrard, Musqueum, and Squamish – the City of 
Vancouver decided to establish an urban park on the 
western peninsula of the municipality during the mid-
1880s. Stanley Park was named after the 1888 Canadian 
Governor General Lord Frederick Stanley, and was 
opened in the same year. 

An autonomous Park Board was established by City 
Council in 1890 to manage the Park. Stanley Park is 

now considered as the oldest and largest urban park in 
Vancouver.

Features & Challenges
Stanley Park contains an 8.8-kilometre portion of the 
22-kilometre Seawall (a walking, jogging, cycling, and 
inline skating path) along the edge of the waterfront. 
The cycling lane is designated as one-way only. The Park 
also features 27 kilometres of trails through forests, a 
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Stanley Park (continued)

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������7�K�H���6�W�D�Q�O�H�\���3�D�U�N���6�H�D�Z�D�O�O���L�Q���������������W�R�S�������7�R�G�D�\�����F�\�F�O�L�V�W��
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Storrow Drive & the Charles 
River Esplanade
Location:  Boston Massachusetts

Length:  3.2 km 

Agencies Involved: Boston Massachusetts

Relevance
•	 �+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H

•	 �6�R�P�H���S�D�U�N�O�D�Q�G���U�H�S�O�D�F�H�G���E�\���À�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���&�K�D�U�O�H�V��
River.

•	 Storrow Drive has turned into an expressway.

History & Context
Charlesbank, the eastern-most section of the Espla-
nade, was designed by Frederick Law Olmsted. The Es-
planade was part of a greater interconnected parkway 
system in Boston known as the Emerald Necklace.

There were draft plans in the 1920s to create an ex-
pressway along the river but a 1929 legislatively ap-
�S�U�R�Y�H�G���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���(�V�S�O�D�Q�D�G�H���V�S�H�F�L�À�H�G���W�K�D�W���Q�R���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q��
of the park should be used for a roadway.

The area was transformed again in the 1930s by land-
�V�F�D�S�H���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W���$�U�W�K�X�U���6�K�X�U�F�O�L
»�����1�H�Z���S�D�U�N�O�D�Q�G���Z�D�V���F�U�H-
�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �À�O�O�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�Y�H�U���� �7�K�L�V�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
the Esplanade as we know it today.

�6�K�X�U�F�O�L
»�� �Z�D�V�� �L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G�� �E�\�� �9�H�Q�L�F�H�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �K�H�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G��
semi-circular islands, lagoons, and three granite neo-
classical landings that stepped into the river.

In the 1940s, pressure to construct an expressway re-
emerged despite strong opposition and assurances 
given to the Storrow family. Pressure to alleviate the 

� �́G�L�V�J�U�D�F�H�I�X�O�µ�� �W�U�D
¼�F�� �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �O�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�� �R�I��
�6�W�R�U�U�R�Z���'�U�L�Y�H���L�Q���������������D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���À�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q��
to create new parkland to compensate for land taken 
by the roadway.

Boston City Council approved landmark status for the 
esplanade in order to protect it from further damage.

Features & Challenges
The Esplanade features a promenade along the River 
as well as landscaped grounds for active and passive 
recreation. Other amenities include a concert space and 
a boat landing. 

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������������������2�O�P�V�W�H�G���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���&�K�D�U�O�H�V�E�D�Q�N�����W�K�H���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q�P�R�V�W���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���H�V�S�O�D�Q�D�G�H�����1�R�W�H���W�K�H���D�F�W�L�Y�H���U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�W���H�L�W�K�H�U���H�Q�G����
�Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H�U�H���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\�����������V�����3�U�L�P�D�U�\���6�R�X�U�F�H���1�H�[�X�V����������������

�)�L�J�X�U�H���������������'�H�W�D�L�O���R�I�������������S�O�D�Q��
�E�\���$�U�W�K�X�U���6�K�X�U�F�O�L
ý���V�K�R�Z�V���O�D�Q�G��
�W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���W�D�N�H�Q���I�R�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���6�W�R�U�U�R�Z���'�U�L�Y�H���U�D�P�S�V���D�Q�G��
�D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�D�U�N�O�D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��
�H�D�U�O�\�����������V�����%�R�V�W�R�Q���/�D�Q�G�P�D�U�N�V��
�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q����������������
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Storrow Drive & the Charles 
River Esplanade (continued) 

�3�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V�� �W�R�� �F�O�R�V�H�� �6�W�R�U�U�R�Z�� �'�U�L�Y�H�� �W�R�� �W�U�D
¼�F�� �R�Q�� �6�X�Q�G�D�\��
mornings during the summer months in order to create 
a recreational area for walking, biking, and roller blading 
are being considered.

The construction of Storrow Drive in the 1950s led to a 
�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���O�R�V�V���R�I�� �S�D�U�N�O�D�Q�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���5�L�Y�H�U����
Back Bay, and Beacon Hill.

Storrow Drive creates both a physical and aesthetic 
barrier between Boston and the Esplanade/Charles 
River and is heavily congested. There are few on- and 
�R
»���U�D�P�S�V���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �D�� �E�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q�� �O�D�Q�H�� �P�D�N�H�V��
�V�S�H�H�G�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �G�L
¼�F�X�O�W���� �6�W�R�U�U�R�Z�� �'�U�L�Y�H�� �L�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �Q�R�W��
particularly scenic.

Further Reading

American Association of Landscape Architects on 
Charles River Esplanade: http://www.asla.org/guide/
site.aspx?id=40334

The Esplanade Association: http://www.
esplanadeassociation.org/

The Parkway Known as Storrow Drive: http://www.
wbur.org/2009/07/17/esplanade-future
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Figure 29: Floydian. (n.d.). �'�9�3�� �&�R�Q�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q. Retrieved from Wiki-
media commons: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:DVP_Conges-
tion.png

Figure 30: �0�D�J�L�F���L�Q���W�K�H���5�D�L�Q�E�R�Z���7�X�Q�Q�H�O�� (n.d.). Retrieved 
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ed/
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com: http://www.nycroads.com/roads/henry-hudson/
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E1-55

RE-IMAGINING THE SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD PARKWAY - A LINEAR PARK FOR CANADA’S CAPITAL

Figure 80: Connecticut Department of Transportation. (2011). �0�H�U��
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Princes Street Gardens
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 Figure 165: Vancouver Park Board. (n.d.). �6�W�D�Q�O�H�\���3�D�U�N���6�H�F�R�Q�G���%�H�D�F�K. 
Retrieved from City of Vancouver: http://searcharchives.vancou-
ver.ca/stanley-park-second-beach-pool

Vancouver Parks Board. (2014). �6�H�F�R�Q�G�� �%�H�D�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �6�H�F�R�Q�G�� �%�H�D�F�K��
�3�R�R�O. Retrieved from Family Fun Canada: http://www.familyfun-
canada.com/vancouver/second-beach/

Figure 166: Vancouver’s Best Places. (2014). 
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