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Capturing the Spirit of the Crown: 
Considerations for Social Spaces in 

Auroville aims to establish high-level 
guidelines that can be followed when 
planning for social spaces along the 
Crown Road, particularly the residential 
zone. The principles and considerations 
in the document reflect the values, vision, 
and future of Auroville.  The overall goal 
of the project is to set out guidelines for 
social spaces that are realistic, affordable, 
and applicable to the variety of needs of 
Aurovillians. 

As the first stage to completing this project, 
best practices research was conducted 
prior to departing Canada. The research 
identified four qualities vital to public 
space development: access and linkages, 
comfort and image, uses and activities, and 
sociability. These elements of public spaces 
served as a base for the project team’s 
research post arrival in Auroville.  

In addition to research on best practices 
using secondary data the project team 
undertook site observations, stakeholder 
interviews, and a public consultation 
workshop to ensure the guidelines 

reflect the Aurovillian perspective on the 
development and use of social spaces. 
The project team identified eight social 
space typologies that can be incorporated 
into a social space network along Auroville’s 
Crown Road.  Typologies such as parkettes, 
squares, sidewalks and pathways, and 
courtyards all facilitate a variety of uses 
and a mixture of social interactions among 
residents. 

From the research, guiding principles were 
developed. These guiding principles include 
affordability, environmental consciousness, 
aesthetics, and leveraging of community 
assets. The overarching principles should be 
considered within all themes and aspects 
of social space. Ensuring that social spaces 
follow these principles will aid in the 
production of sustainable, community driven 
social spaces. 

In addition to the guiding principles, five 
main themes were established in order 
to create vibrant, active, and strong 
community social spaces. These themes 
are: functionality, adaptability, connectivity, 
safety, and maintaining local character.

Auroville is a town with unique goals, 
direction, and needs. The inclusion of a 
network of social spaces along the Crown 




