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Most of this low-income housing is in the indigenous compound style ofhome. The 

traditional compound house design derives from various aspects of Ghanaian culture 

including family and household structure. 

The market system of buying and selling houses common in the west is not in 

place in Ghana, houses are more often built rather than bought. The institution of stool or 

lineage lands often creates problems for housing provision efforts. Even when a house is 

built in the city on land leased from another lineage, inheritance by anyone outside the 

lineage rarely takes place. This system creates barriers to Government attempts to obtain 

land for housing. In order for the Government to obtain land for low-income housing it 

has to acquire ownership or a long lease of the land and reallocate it to individual 

occupants. 

The housing situation in Accra continues to be plagued with problems of 

inadequate land delivery, inappropriate financing, lack of efficient building materials, 

inappropriate building technologies and poor delivery of infrastructure and related 
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With regard to programs, public intervention in the low-income housing market is 

important. Presently, intervention has only brought about minimal improvements in the 

delivery of housing and in the improvement of the existing low-income housing stock. 

Most programs benefit the middle to high-income groups and eliminate any opportunity 

for the low-income to participate. With regard to land, policies that fail to take the 

traditional systems of land tenure into consideration are likely to fail when implemented. 
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