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Can Automobile Dependence be reduced in Markham Centre? �
Executive Summary �

This report assesses the potential for reducing automobile dependence in Markham 

Centre. Two recent planning documents, the Markham Centre Secondary Plan (SP), and 

the York Region Transportation Master Plan (TMP), have been developed with the 

complementary goals ofdeveloping a vibrant mixed-use town centre in Markham (the 

Secondary Plan), and doubling the use ofpublic transit in York Region (the TMP), which 

includes Markham. Markham Centre is planned to be a suburban activity node. As table 

E-l shows, it will accommodate 25,000 residents and 17,000 jobs on a 990-acre site 

located between Highways 7 and 407 near W arden Avenue (Figure E-2). 

Table E-l Key Statistics for Markham Centre 
Size 990 acres 

Population 25,000 
Residential Units 10,000 (mostly condos 

and townhouses) 
Employment 17,000 lobs 
Office Space 400,000m2 

Retail Space 55,000m:.!. 
Schools 3 elementary, 1 secondary 
Parkland 30.35 hectares 

Open Space 77.75 hectares 

i 



Figure E-l York Region Planned Transit Network 

ii �





The TMP outlines plans for a rapid transit service that will connect Markham Centre to 

other urban centres in York Region and the Toronto subway system (see Figure E-I). 

Both planning documents represent a departure from traditional suburban development. 

Development in York Region, for the most part, is characterized by low population and 

employment densities, segregated land uses, and transportation the majority ofresidents that in 
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9. Will collector/arterial roads be designed to accommodate pedestrians? 
10. Will collector/arterial roads be designed to accommodate transit vehicles? 
11. Will bus stops and local roads be spaced 200-25Om apart along transit routes? 
12. Will land uses be oriented towards the street in activity nodes and corridors? 
13. Will transit stop waiting areas be designed to meet needs ofall transit users? 
14. Will large shopping centres be designed to facilitate pedestrian access? 
15. Is there a program to give transit a strong, coherent identity for stations and stops? 
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 l 4  - L a 8 e  1 1 . 8 3 t 6 g b e  



There is no implied order of importance for the criteria. Offering viable alternatives to 

automobile use requires good planning in all of the areas outlined above. This list of 

criteria are designed to be applied at the "node" or "regional centre" scale of 

development. For each criterion, the planning documents were assessed as having strong, 

medium, or weak: potential to help reduce automobile dependence (see Table E-2). 

In the area of land use, the Plans (primarily the SP) establish a framework for a 

pedestrian and transit-oriented activity node, with a good balance ofhouseholds andjobs. 

With a net residential density of66 units per hectare, and 150 residents and workers per 

hectare in mixed-use areas, sufficient population and job density targets are in place to 

support transit. In seeking to provide housing and employment in a mixed-use setting at 
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reduced turning radii) that improve safety and access for pedestrians. Transit users are 

pedestrians at both ends oftheir trip, and thus a transit-supportive environment must first 

be a pedestrian-supportive one. Based on the infonnation contained in the TMP, that 

trade-off seems to currently favour transit vehicles. This policy may also be in place to 

accommodate trucks and emergency vehicles. 

The policy framework outlined in both the Markham Centre Secondary Plan and 

the Transportation Master Plan is designed to maximize the use ofpublic transit. 
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Ensuring that these policies are effective in reducing automobile dependence will require 

effective implementation. Planners and elected oqi
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