
Growth Management in Canada: 
A National Survey 

Bonnie Jean Brunner 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report presents a broad overview of the growth management practices of 86 Canadian 

municipalities. The results presented are based on a national survey of planning directors which 

was conducted in May of 1997. The survey, mailed to planning offices in growing Canadian 

municipalities (181 municipalities, excluding municipalities in Quebec; based on 1986-1991 

census period), was used to inquire about how Canadian municipalities manage their growth and 

about the possible problems associated with growth. 

As illustrated by the results of this survey, growth presents problems for the majority of 

municipalities. The most significant problems include infrastructure gaps, traffic congestion, 

and 





* Develop a growth management program that is flexible and capable ofchanging. 

* Ensure cooperation and coordination. 

* Ensure consistency wherever possible. 

* Phase development with infrastructure. 

* Educate the public and council about thefull costs and benefits ofgrowth. 

* Understand the limitations ofyour growth management program. 
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