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Executive Summary 
In order to claritY the meaning of ecoviII age and determine some of the challenges facing 

its implementation as an innovative deve10pment concept, this thesis has two main 

purposes. First, it establishes a working definition for, and the discursive independence 

of, the ecovillage concept in the context of four re1ated community types. Second, the 

understanding of ecovillage derived from the literature is compared with the 

manifestations of these communities in British Columbia and Ontario. 

To begin with, a literature review of ecovillage and four related community types (green 

city, healthy community, intentional community, and sustainable community) is 

presented. With the exception of healthy community, the review of the literature of each 

of the community types follows the same structure, in that each community is introduced 

and the terms that have been re1ated to it in the literature are discussed. Then, the theory 

of each community type is discussed in the context of into the discussions 

of environment, community, and economy are then 

assembled in a separate section. 

The healthy community section of the literature review, on the other hand, begins with a 

description of history of the healthy communities movement. Then, since the healthy 

community literature does not distinguish among the environmental, community, and 

economic components of healthy community, these components of healthy community 
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Then, the chapter focuses on two components of ideology that were not covered in the 

discussion of community descriptions, focuses, and purposes, namely each ecovillage's 

ideal social community, and the importance of self-sufficiency to each community. 

While effects of planning policy and legislation are discussed in the final chapter, 

Chapter 4 (Results) concludes with an examination of issues of land use planning and the 

ecovillages, including site selection, land ownership, land designation and plan presence, 

and taxes. In addition, the key informants were asked to report any government and/or 

non-government programs from which they are benefiting, and their opinion of 

governments' 


