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Executive��Summary ��

Looking ��for ��the��Suburbs:����A��Pilot ��Study��of��the��Ottawa �æGatineau��Census��Metropolitan ��Area��

The��purpose��of��this��pilot��project��was��to��use��information��gathered��through��the��identification��and��testing��

of��practical��suburban��definitions��to��determine��the��proportion��of��the��population��that��live��in��suburban��

developments��within��the��Ottawa�rGatineau��Census��Metropolitan��Area.����Historical��trends��associated��with��

the��prevalence��of��suburban��development��were��also��examined,��in��order��to��determine��if��and��when��the��

Ottawa�rGatineau��CMA��became��primarily��suburban.������

Method ��

In��order��to��effectively��identify��the��proportion��of��people��living��in��suburban��development,��as��well��as��the��

historical��point��at��which��the��shift��to��a��suburban��dominant��metropolitan��was��made,��it��was��necessary��to��

use��GIS��mapping��techniques��applied��to��Canadian��census��data,��and��local��air��photos��or��satellite��imagery.����

The�� method�� used�� for�� this�� study�� required�� an�� iterative�� process�� that�� examines�� several�� sets�� of��

neighbourhood��classification��results,��which��were��analyzed��for��effectiveness��in��identifying��suburban��

development.������

Analysis ��

In��order��to��facilitate��comparison��of��the��various��classification��schemes,��a��fundamental��understanding��of��

suburban��development��within��the��CMA��was��established��using��an��air��photo��interpretation��of��typical��

suburban��characteristics.����The��results��of��these��comparisons��reveals��that��the��Revised��classification��

scheme��provides��a��more��accurate��and��intuitive��representation��of��typical��post�rwar��suburban��

development.��

Findings ��

The��research��presented��here��suggested��that��the��most��effective��way��of��classifying��suburban��census��tracts��

is��done��by��using��the��Revised��classification��scheme.��










