


 Westbank First Nation urban reserve in Kelowna, British Columbia 
 Muskeg Lake Cree Nation urban reserve in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
 Long Plain First Nation in Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Each First Nation and municipality took a different approach to urban reserve 
development and this research suggests that all three approaches have been successful.  



 The three categories under which a First Nation can submit an ATR proposal are 
restrictive and competitive in nature; 

 Due to poor management of the ATR policy by the federal government, discretion 
is left up to regional AANDC offices in the processing of ATR applications, and 
their interpretations of the policy appear to vary.  

This report has shown that once implemented, the ATR policy does enhance First Nation 
economic self-sufficiency. Based on the literature and case study analyses, one can infer 
that First Nation quality of life is also positively affected by urban reserve development. 

However, while the creation of urban reserves may help the current situation by 
increasing the well-being of First Nations peoples, it is not the answer in and of itself. 
Simply obtaining land and converting it to reserve status is no guarantee of economic 
success for a First Nation.  

 


