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EXECUTIVE SU M MARY 

Housing is a fundamental need of all members of our society. The physical 
and psychological protection it affords, the privacy and retreat it offers and the 
identity it provides make housing an essential element in our existence. It is argued 
in this report that women have specific housing needs such as affordability, and 
accessibility and proximity to social services such as transportation, shopping, 
schools, medical centres and employment, that are often neglected when new 
neighbourhoods and housing are created. Instead of identifying the needs of 
women, and how they differ from the largely androcentric norms used to construct 
housing, planners and developers have remained committed to a household model 
centring upon the heterosexual, male-headed, one-income family. 

In the past several years women have begun to take an active role in the 
planning process, which involves creating, constructing and living within their own 
housing environments. In Autumn 1993, a group of women founded the Common 
Patch Cooperative in Kingston, Ontario. They came together with a common vision 
of creating a cooperative housing project sympathetic to the needs of women in 
both design and location, and operated under feminist principles. The members of 
this group became the partiCipants in this study. 

The idea to build such a cooperative was borne out of the displeasure felt by 
two women residing at a Kingston cooperative. Instead of a community atmosphere 
in which residents worked and lived in support of one another, it had become a site 
of disharmony and on-going battles among residents. After contacting several 
women, both friends and colleagues, a general meeting was held in October, 1993. 
Known as Common Patch, the group was granted funding by the Ontario Ministry 
of Housing in May 1994, following their successful proposal and interview. 
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recognizing that needs vary according to particular circumstances, and are not the 
same for all women. The barriers women encounter in accessing housing were 
then presented, along with a discussion of what actions women are presently taking 
to overcome those barriers. Most of the sources originate from both the 
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1992: 18). Because the technique' results in non-standardized information, 
researchers can then make full use of differences among people (Ibid.: 18-9). 
Responses can be clarified if necessary and are offered in the participants' own 
words, rather than in those of the researcher. 

The final list of interviewees consisted of nine individuals: four of five board 
members, four long-time associates including the group's lawyer, and a one-time 
board member who in June 1995 resigned her position and was no longer meeting 
with the group. Despite her leaving, it was felt that her insights and experiences as 
a founding member of the group were of great importance to the thoroughness of 
the research. It was felt that the nine interviews would allow the research question 
to be properly answered since it included virtually all of the active members of 
Common Patch, and included many founding members. These women were the 
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education levels than the women of Common Patch should be interviewed. 
Such studies would lend credibility to the call for housing sympathetic to the 
needs of women in Kingston and elsewhere. 

2. � In July 1995, the Ontario government cancelled funding for non-profit 
housing projects. Assuming that the need for women's housing does exist, 
further study should be undertaken to determine alternate methods for 
women to construct their own housing projects. 

3. � Municipal and provincial governments should promote the creation of 
women's housing projects by offering more comprehensive training and 
support services in order for groups to overcome any lack of experience or 
ability that might threaten the project's viability. 


