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EXECUTIVE SUl\1l\1ARY 

In the latter part of 200 1 the City of Kingston began work on a design concept for the downtown 

area. This was an opportunity to undertake a civic beautification design program for the above 

ground infrastructure of the downtown. The Hub is one of the most significant areas of the 

downtown as 





The design framework synthesises the analyses from the SWOT and urban design elements into 

recommendations that guide the concept plan for the Hub. The design framework is divided into 

two sections: design themes and design features. The design themes for the Hub are: 

1) An identity as an entertainment and student district. �

2) A gateway to downtown Kingston and Queen's University. �

3) A unique social atmosphere in Kingston. �

4) A mix ofuses to maintain a life beyond the nightc1ubs, bars, and fast food. �

5) A pedestrian-orientated environment. �

The design features are more specific recommendations that implement the design themes in the 

Hub. Eight design features flow out of the design themes: activities and land use, private realm, 

gateways, open space, streetscape, traffic circulation, parking, and public safety. The 

recommendations are as follows: 

Activities and Land Use 
• � Increase the mix of nightclub, bar, and restaurant formats. 

• � Increase the mix of commercial services. 

• � Encourage more uniform and seamless retail and entertainment uses and prohibit 
incompatible uses at the street level (e.g. residential and office uses). 

• � Use weekend street closures for special events, festivals, outdoor public markets, cultural 
events, and public recreational opportunities. 

• � Incorporate the Princess Street area west of Division Street into the downtown area as 
defined by the City of Kingston. 

• � Encourage and promote redevelopment along Princess Street west of Division Street by 
incorporating this area into a BIA. 

• � Encourage more residential use above the first floor of buildings to increase personal 
safety. 

Gateway 
• � The Princess and Division intersection should be enhanced. Strong design features such 

as civic monuments and open space may be used here. 

• � The City should take the lead in planning for a downtown and University gateway at the 
Princess and Division Streets intersection. 

• � The parking lots of Central City Automotive, Domino's Pizza, and Rhea's should be 
developed to reinforce the intersection comers as a gateway and anchor development 
along Princess Street. 
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• � Residential uses on the comers of Division & Brock should be 



• � Use the full width of the sidewalks, particularly on the north side of Princess Street 
between Division and Barrie Streets; currently only half ofthe sidewalk is usable. 

• � Increase pedestrian safety by providing buffers on sidewalks between the street and the 
pedestrians. 

• � Enhance the awareness and use of the crosswalk on Princess Street between Division and 
Barrie Streets by installing an in-pavement flasher crosswalk system. 


