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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Introduction  

The influence of the physical landscape on peopleõs health (Thompson, 2011, 

Velarde et al., 2007), is well known, however there is little research on examining open 

spaces on institutional campuses (Peker & Ataºv, 2020). Many higher education 

institutions are beginning to recognize the value in planning for a variety of o=e spaces 

throåh their ʄampus Ma¡ter Πlans (ʄMps)0 ʉaÏiná  caÔe ant ĆnlusiÖe
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Table 1: Average Score at Each Observation Location 

Institution Case Study Site Observation Location Score (out of 5) 

University of Toronto 

ð St. George 

St. George Street from 

College Street to 

Harbord Street 

College Street 2.52 

McLennan Physical 

Laboratories  

2.67 

Sidney Smith Hall 3.29 

Harbord Street 2.57 

Back Campus and Hart 

House Circle 

Back Campus Fields 3.57 

Gallery Grill 3.90 

University College 

Quad 

3.09 

University College 

Courtyard 

4.43 
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Overall, it is crucial to recognize the numerous challenges in establishing effective 

open spaces on campus, especially considering land availability and financial resources 

constraints. Nonetheless, this study offers valuable insights into the utilization of open 

areas across the campus, pinpointing areas for enhancement and highlighting successful 

models. It's evident that an assessment of campus open spaces emphasizes the 

necessity for ongoing cooperation, creativity, and a focus on user needs to guarantee 

these spaces remain lively, accessible, and welcoming for all university members and 

beyond. 

 


