
I was somewhere over the Atlantic Ocean when I officially became 
head of department, and was awake to contemplate this big change. 
Did it feel different from being “just” a Professor? Yes. Did it feel 
different from being an Associate Dean? Absolutely!
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Keep up to date with the department by visiting the departmental website queensu.ca/geol

Congratulations to Dr. Guy Narbonne, who was elected Chair of the International Geoscience 
Programme (IGCP), a joint initiative of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) and the International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) at the annual 
meeting at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris in February 20179. IGCP is dedicated to scientific 
research supporting the use of geology “in the service of society” through studies in Hydrogeology, 
Geodynamics, Geohazards, Global Change, and Earth Resources. The main focus of IGCP is on 
establishing projects and communication dealing with these issues worldwide - principally between 
developed and developing countries and increasingly among different developing countries. 

Dr. Narbonne Elected Chair of Prestigious International Committee

Remembering our Colleague Dr. Kurt Kyser
Professor T. Kurt Kyser, Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and pioneering geochemist, 
died while teaching in Bermuda on August 29, 2017.



GAC/MAC 2017 

Congratulations to MSc student, Mark Ahenda on receiving first place for best 
student poster at the GAC-MAC 2017 conference. Mark received the Gold award 
of the Jerome H. Remick Poster Awards from the Geological Association of 
Canada (GAC).

The poster was entitled “Early Cenozoic evolution of the Gurla Mandhata core 
complex, NW Nepal Himalaya.” 

Congratulations to Dr. Jamieson, Dr. Narbonne, and the late Dr. Kyser, on their 
respective awards presented during GAC/MAC 2017. 

Dr. Heather Jamieson received the Peacock Medal from the MAC. 

Dr. Kurt Kyser received the Duncan R. Derry Medal from the Mineral Deposits 
Division (MDD) of the GAC. 

Dr. Guy Narbonne received the E. R. Ward Neale Medal from the GAC. 

The joint annual meeting of the Geological Association of Canada 
(GAC) and the Mineralogical Association of Canada (MAC) was held 
at Queen’s from May 14-17, 2017. The last time this meeting was held 
at Queen’s was in 1967, 50 years ago.  The meeting was hosted by the 
Department of Geological Sciences and Geological Engineering, and its 
faculty, staff and students were extensively involved with the organization 
of the meeting.  The General Chair was the late Dr. Kurt Kyser, with the 
assistance of Dr. Rob Rainbird from the Geological Survey of Canada 
(GSC).  The meeting, which had “Back to Where It Began” as its catch 
phrase, celebrated the founding of the GSC in Kingston 175 years ago 
(in 1867), as well as the 175th anniversary of Queen’s University and the 
70th anniversary of the founding of GAC.

The meeting was a great success, with nearly 700 registrants.  The Technical Program was designed following the vision 
of Kurt Kyser to showcase the applied aspects of the earth sciences, and to emphasize their importance to society as a 
whole.  The oral and poster programs were structured around six themes, Environmental Issues, Quaternary Systems, 
Geochemical Systems, Tectonics, Earth Surface Systems, and Geological Engineering spanned the breadth of the earth 
sciences, while building on the unique strengths of the Department. A total of 278 oral presentations and 160 poster 
presentations were given over three days. A number of local and more distant field trips were also run. An active 
social program included a Pub Crawl highlighting many of Kingston’s historic watering holes, a tour of some of the 
outstanding wineries of Prince Edward County, a Dinner Cruise through the 1000 Islands, and the conference banquet 
at historic Fort Henry.  In addition, there were multiple opportunities to socialize with colleagues and friends at the 
Icebreaker and poster-viewing sessions each afternoon. For more information about the meeting, including access to 
the abstracts, please go to 
www.kingstongacmac.ca/en/home/.

3rd Virtual Geoscience Conference

On August 22 - 24 2018, Queen’s University Department of Geological Sciences and Geological 
Engineering will be hosting the third annual Virtual Geoscience Conference (VGC). The VGC 
provides a meeting place for researchers and industry members at the forefront of technological 
developments and latest applications of geomatics and visualization tools in the geosciences. 
For more information, visit: www.virtualoutcrop.com/vgc2018
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Alumni Updates & Congratulations

2017 ALUMNI REUNIONS
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Dr. Michelle 
Thompson, BSc’11, 
one of the top 32 
candidates vying 


