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3 July 1991 . A blueprint for a new relationship between the British
Abongmal Peoples Columbia Indians and the federal and provincial govem-
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member task force recommends an overhaul of the land
claims process and an independent treaty commission to
monitor it. There is to be no limit on the number of
claims being negotiated at any given time and ownership -
of land sea and other resources is to be resolved by
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5 July 1991 Constitutional Affairs Minister Joe Clark ‘agrees to a

Aboriginal Peoples process that gives Canada’s Aboriginal Peoples an un-
— Constitutional precedented role in constitutional reform and opens up
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20 July 1991 Rita Johnston becomes leader of the Social Credit party,
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the same time. Journalist Gretta Chambers will chair the
task force.
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* a new federal head of power to manage the economic
union; '
" = some transfer of powers to the provinces, and stream-
- lining of other powers;
* a new Council of the Federation composed of federal,
provincial and territorial representatives to decide on

T‘;AE‘L- [ PN (R | I S [ T

mic union power;
* inclusion of property rights in the Charter;
' ' making it harder for legislatires to use the Charter
- Notwithstanding clause (séction 37); and
* more free votes in the House of Commons.

Across Canada, reaction to the government’s proposals
a q-,\,-.a.-gi1"- Frernrsmnlala Alibngiok Muaakas aad ahicalslnal
) B |




Chronology of Events 1991-92 255

L

rﬂf[bﬁ_“!“% L ﬁ L. ') i




A
ot

2 o pmad o4 -




Chyrsenlomme od Tuamesn 1007 0%
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. labour agreement by which Quebec’s professional train-
_ ing commission will coordinate all labour force devel-
. -opment in the province. Ottawa will spend $685 million
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model that gives Indians the ability to govern them-
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*a strong federal government is needed in order to
~ ensure that basic benefits are equally accessible to
people across Canada, regardless of shifts in federal-
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- : - Delegates do not come to a consensus between the two.
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* The provinces should be able to opt out of federal
shared-cost programs, with compensation.

. *® The Senate should be elected, effective and equitable. .
N e ———————————————————
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31 March 1992 .
Free Trade —
Canada-U.S. —
Disputes

-provinces unfairly priced and distributed imported beer.

Anne Poels

govermnments to protect and promote their original ju-
risdiction over lands, languages, cultures and institu- -
tions. ’

Federal Trade Minister Michael Wilson announces the
end to barriers imposed on imported beer within three
years. On 25 October 1991, a panel of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade ruled that Canadian
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2 April 1992 British Columbia Lepislature’s: Snecial Committer an
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272 Anne Poels

* the social charter. -

e e e

Clark again urges Quebec to end its boycott of federal-
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25 April 1992
Free Trade —

Canada-U.S. —
- Disputes
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Ottawa and Washington sign an agreement in principle
to speed up the removal of provincial barriers to U.S.
beer by September 1993. Ottawa originally planned to

phasg oyt fariffs hv 1995 to pive tha r":inndiign. herr
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274 S Anne Poels

~:$1.5 billion over 14 years and ownershnp of 350, 000
square kilometres of land

4May1992 = Aspartof budgetary measures announced in February,
Social A'szsistance the federal government announces a $500 million pro-
Y ‘gram to Help needy children in Canada. Welfare Minister

Benoit Bouchard says the program is designed to help
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.- constitutional amending formula, division of powers and

a proposed economic union. However, a degree of con-

sensus was achieved on:

. distinct_Society status for Quebec;
* Aboriginal Peoples’ inherent right of self-government;

~_ * more provincial control in the areas of immigration,
" job training, culture, housing, tourism, forestry, min-
. ing and municipal and urban affairs;

* the right of provinces to opt out of new federal cost-
shared programs with compensation;

* three Supreme Court seats for Quebec; and
* some form of social charter.

The ministers will meet again in Ottawa on 9 June, to try
:-to secure a final agreement.
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17-18 June 1992 Federal and provincial health and finance ministers meet
Health Policy in Ottawa to discuss the state of the $60 billion national
: : health-care system. To save money the provinces agree

to review the work of doctors and hospitals in order to

eliminate unnecessary waste and inefficiency. The min-

isters reaffirm their commitment to universal medicare.

25 June 1992 The U.8. International Trade Commission votes 4 — 2 to

Free Trade - uphold a 6.5 percent duty on softwood lumber imported
Canada-U.S. - into the United States from Canada. Canada plans to
Disputes appeal the ruling, which applies to British Columbia,

Alberta, Ontaric and Quebec. British Columbia is re-
sponsible for 80 percent of the lumber shipped to the

United States and its subsidies have been calculated at

“1.95 percent compared to .01 percent for Quebec. Fed-

eral and provincial officials have agreed to let the prov--
inces appear separately before the appeal panel.

25 June 1992 In a unanimous decision the Supreme Court of Canada
Supreme Court — - rules that the 7 percent Goods and Services Tax, intro-
" Taxation ‘ duced in January 1990 by the federal government, is

; legal. Alberta, supported by British Columbia and On-- -
5 ' tario, had challenged the validity of the tax on constitu-
. tional grounds arguing that it infringed on provinciai
| Jurisdiction. Following the Court’s decision, Revenue
| Minister Otto Jelinek said he hoped that the provinces
- would now begin to harmonize their sales tax with the
GST. : :
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" Free Trade - Canada-U.5. - Disputes 3 September 1991, 25 October 1991, 6 December
1991, 10 February 1992, 11 February 1992, 12 February 1992, 6 March 1992, 31
March 1992, 25 April 1992, 15 May 1992, 25 June 1992

Free Trade — North America 18-20 August 1991
L Health.Bolicy "ﬁg P :

1 . N 10T,

Justice 12 September 1991, 7 May 1992
Labour 21 November 1991, 23 April 1992
Language Policy 9 January 1992
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