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from a world of sovereign nation-states to a world of diminished state sovereignty
- and increased interstate linkages of a constitutionally federal character. Indeed
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for resolving conflicts and facilitating collaboration between interdependent

ents; and in procedures for formal and informal adaptation and change.
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4 Comparing Federal Systems in the 1990s

1.3 THE RELEVANCE OF FEDERALISM IN THE 1990s

Federalism is far from being an obsolete nineteenth century form of government
inappropriate in the contemporary world. In fact, in the last decade it is the con-
cenrt of the ngtion-state Levelaned in the seventeentb centory thatmors andopqee,
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TABLE 1 {continued)
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TABLE 2: Contemporary Federations

Name (Constituent Units)

Argentine Republic (23 provinces + 5 regions + 1 national territory + 1 federal district)
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2. The common and varying features of federations

» the common objectlves of combining unity and dwersny
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and disintegration, the Constituent Assembly concluded that the soundest
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units called “Autonomous Communities” of which there are 17 in a country of
nearly 40 milliom.
Although tradltlonally a strongly centrahzed unitary state, Spain has in fact
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domination. The Slovaks, who comprised one-third of the population, chafed un-
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two basic units, West Pakistan, largely ﬂrdu—speaking, Middle-Eastern in charac-
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Chapter 3

'Ifhe Distribution of Powers in Federations

3.1 THE ISSUE OF BALANCING UNITY AND DIVERSITY -

In all the federations described in the preceding section, a common feature has
been the existence at one and the same time of powerful motives to be united for
certain purposes and of deep-rooted motives for autonomous regional govern-
ments for other purposes. This has expressed itself in the design of these federations

by the distribution of powers between those assigned to the federal govemment
&—J‘Ea mramance -obrassd - c——— 1) — 3 T — a
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interdependence of the federal and regional governments in relation to each other.
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clear which government is accountable for policy in that area, In practice, how-
ever, even where most powers have been assigned exclusively to one level of
government or the other, expenence, such as that of Switzerland and Canada, has
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administrative responsibilities in most matters corresponds with the distribution
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ansidergbly. Mast federations, with the gxeenting of the Unirgd States have srumé .
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4.8 PROCESSES AND INSTITUTIONS FOR ADJUSTING
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

Because, as already noted, the values of revenue resources and expenditure re-
sponsibilities change over time, federations have found it necessary to establish
Law a7 e T T T ... '
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TABLE 11: Arenas for Resolving Issues of Federal Finance







Chapter 5

Processes for Flexibility and Adjustment
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Chapter 6

Symmetry and Asymmetry in Federations

6.1 POLITICAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL ASYMMETRY
DISTINGUISHED

| "Two kinds of asymmetry among regional units may affect the operation of federa-
' tions. One, which is charactenstxc of all federations and rmght be descnbed as
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Chapter 7

Multilevel Federal Systems

7.1 THE IMPACT OF MEMBERSHIP IN SUPRA-FEDERATION
FEDERAL ORGANIZATIONS

A notable feature in the contemporary world is the membership of a number of

federations within wider federal organjzations. One particular example js the
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Degrees of Decentralization and
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particular government performs the tasks assigned to it. For example in one sense
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mits. But there are variations among federations in the scope of such constitu-
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of the Bundesrat are delegates of their Land cabinets, holding office in the federal
second chamber ex officio as members of their Land executive and voting in the
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categories of Linder having three, four or six members in the Bundesrat. In India,
Austria and Spain the range of state representation is wider: for example, 86-12 in
India and 12-3 in Austria. In Belgium the differential representation of each Com-
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the Provinces has been suggested. Countering this, however, has been the advo-.
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by constitutional requirement or in practice for the constituent unit governments
to have a role in the appointment of judges adjudicating the constitution. In the
o H . . S -

-~ 13 -1 1 LT




94 Comparing Federal Systems in the 19905

the relative powers of the orders of government, must not be unilaterally amend-
able by just one order of government smce that would potentlally subordinate the
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never been successfully used, but the procedure for partial revision has been used
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-and also specified that changes in the reservation of land for Malays required not
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safeguards have been provided for the variety of indigenous peoples in the Bor-
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Chapter 11
The Pathology of Federations

11.1 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PATHOLOGY OF FEDERATIONS

Much of the comparative literature on federal systems and federations has con-
centrated on their establishment and operation. Furthermore, it is true that most
federations continue to be remarkably effective and that many of the longest-
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been i in Malaysia and Czechoslovakia. The former in 1965 was not really a case
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12.1 CANADA IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE
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The Distribution of Powers and Functions in
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Notes
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14, Bird, “A Comparative Perspective,” 305.

1& ) PEYVRDNE =) | [PRSRRPEINS I Al MR S, , T 11 ¥ YFT .. T . PLENEE - I SN X i

Iy
N

University, Research Paper No. 20, 1989).




a

T I .

W, —

[~

v



L’__ﬂ - ﬂ,‘ f“"l" 'ﬂ' y =T L;f“' LW




	1.pdf
	2.pdf
	3.pdf



