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4 Executive Federalism: A Comparative Analysis

sibilities assigned to the two constitutionally ordained orders of government
within the federal system has meant that they cannot operate in watertight
compartments, This requires a continuous process of federal-provincial consul-
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tions that have made the cabinet the "key engine of the state" within each of the
gov::rnn‘uants.9 Thus our parliamentary practices have led to the prominence of
the executives in each government and federal-provincial interdependence has
required their interaction,
The result has been the pattern of executive federalism in Canada that Donald
Smiley and other Canadian political scientists have portrayed. This pattern has
been marked in recent decades by (1) the proliferation of federal-provincial
' conferences, commitiees and liaison agencies, {2) the prominence of intergov-
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accentuated by the identification of "common tasks" in the constitutional

reform of 1969, Intergovernmental relations have been characterized by the
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V — THE INTRAGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION OF
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Within parliamentary federations, as a group, an apparently common pattern
has been the tendency for matters relating to intergovernmental relations to be
placed within each participating government under the coordination or control
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affairs. :

John Warhurst of the University of New England in Australia has recently
examined the parallet trends in this respect in Australia and Canada.?® He has
tracked the growth in Canada over the past 25 years and in Australia over the
same period of specialized agencies within their governments for managing
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XIII — THE RELATION OF EXECUTIVE FEDERALISM TO
INTRASTATE FEDERALISM

It has often been argued in Canada that a factor eontributing tnthe stzgpgth | S
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impact upon executive federalism may be with those other parliamentary
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"executive federalism" will simply run counter to the logical dynamic of

l parliamentary federalism. If thig js recoonized. the tagk in Canada_as long.ag
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alism and Modernization: Canada and the United States", Publius: The
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The Society for the Promotion of Science and Scholarship Inc., 1978),
332-334.
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168-169.
27. Johnson, State and Government in the Federal Republic of Germany (2nd
ed.), 136.
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38. Iohnson, State and Government in the F. ederal Republic of Germany (2nd
ed.), 138.
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tions and their impact see C.C. Schweitzer, et al, Politics and Governments
in the Federal Republic of Germany: Basic Documents (Leamington Spa:
Berg Publishers Limited, 1984), ch. 5; Watts, Ne_w Federations, 156-157,

289, 297,
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