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and taming public debt had become a growing part of the rhetoric of
_governments.

A second source was the concern that government programs were also hav-
ing unintended comsequences. A relatlvcly generous federal system of
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The Liberal Chameleon:
From Red Tories to Blue Grits
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but closely behind, rather than dangerously in front of, developing public opin- -
ion. By exammlng the leeral record in the context both of hlstory and of the
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Here, the Liberals can draw on long traditions of governance in times of na-
L tional security crisis: World War Two, much of the Cold War, and the October
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any second brokerage party must be to articulate a vision that appeals to both
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come together in a disagreement over the strength of the federal government
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appeal of their main rivals, some have confused its recent incarnation fora
| traditional brokerase partv. This confusion is also a nroduct of the fact that on__.
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EXPLORATORY ANALYSIS
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NOTES

I thank John Meisel for his very helpful comments on an earlier draft of this paper,
and Jon Clancy for his research assistance. I am indebted to the editors, Fred Cutler,
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resources, this is nested within a larger imperative to maintain systemic sta-
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This mulitiplication of programs and interventions entailed a sufficiently large
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new framework for social proeram spending in Canada. SUFA. which con-
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seem to cast doubt on the idea of a brain drain. Aside from that study, which

focuses on aggregate numbers, the evidence is very much in the opposite di-
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What, then, are the implications of this study? Decades of overspending
have not produced a higher degree of national integration.™ Instead, as might
be expected, provincial and federal governments are at odds over how to deal

. with the fallout frorn long term supraoptimal prov1sxon of various public goods
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5. Jane Jenson, “Reading the SUFA Through Policies for Children: Towards a New
Citizenship Regime,” Policy Oprions (May 2000):48-50.
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for an application to Canadian constituticnal politics see Michael Lusztig, “Con-
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The Reform Party/Canadian Alliance and
Canada’s Flirtation with Republicanism
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leaves part of the past behind it cannot develop the future ideologies which
need the continued presence of the past in arder to come into being. In escap-
ing the past, the fragment escapes the future.”* In short, “the ideology of the
founders is thus frozen, congealed at the point of origin.”” Horowitz contends
that the founding ideology largely determines the political culture of the new
society.
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Figure 2: A Revised Interpretation of Canadian Ideological
Traditions

Neo-Conservatism
synthesis

. Traditlon A = Equality
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After his stunning first ballot victory, Stephen Harper met with Conserva-
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erosion of interregional differences in political culture, in other words, within
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of government. The Conservatives also promised to cut taxes, and made that
promise the central plank of their campaign. But the issue did not work for
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have felt compelled to uphold the virtues of nationalism, stress its liberal nature,
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French Canadian woes (as pre- modern and early modern Quebec nationalists
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9.  Citizenship in this context is taken in its generic sense. As a provincial jurisdic-
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" nearly twice the general average. The same can be said for members of racialized
minorities, some of whom, Blacks and peop]e of Latin American origin for ex-
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politicians and public intellectuals such as Senator and former Cabinet minister
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Evidence of partisan convergence came in the aftermath of Saskatchewan’s
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with Quebec and the Atlantic in mind. Agricultural programming is designed
for the Prajries_and Central Canada. Industrial develooment. cultural devel-
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