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Preface

This is the first publication in a new Institute series,
Documents of the Debate., It is designed to collect and present
to readers some of the critical documentary materials relating
to the debate on the future of the constitution and the federal
system. It thus brings together and organizes scattered materials
not easily available otherwise.

Document 1, The Question, represents the only existing trans-
lation of the historic debate in the Quebec National Assembly on
the wording of the question put to voters in the referendum of
May 20, 1980. The debates are edited so as to represent as fully
as possible the major themes and arguments put forward. The sole
responsibility for the selection and presentation rests with the
Institute of Intergovernmental Relations.
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the significance and intensity of the debate in the province. They

bave pot realized what profound guestions are at stake. This selection
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] qui se fait.' This selection of the debate tries to communicate that
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THE QUESTION:

THE GOVERNMENT QF CUEBEC HAS MADE PUBLIC ITS PROPOSAL X ;
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| THIS AGREEMENT WOULD ENABLE QUEBEC TO ACQUIRE THE EXCLUSIVE
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I. The Leaders Speak

A. René Lévesque, Prime Minister of Quebec
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W12,

Indeed, the only way in which we can hope that this will come to
pass within a new equilibrium - and how many yegrs now have events heen







.14,

of the committee for the "no' vote laid bare his gloomy convictions as to
nothing less than the end of Canada.

He Ele how for 1']'1.{3. Nnast ten vesare wa hava hean Anina avravutrhine
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| adaawiv panavatar thav respacrted the mnet elementary rulesof logic: they
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Any person has the right to change his mind, but when you change your
mind too often, one may question the stability of the last opinion expressed.

Crpldquq;\_q‘ of this onieck anrvev. The_dﬁp unéeﬂving desien
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series and I don't want to dwell on them because

I have a whole
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some of which need to be revised, but to their underlying
We are attached to the role
We want this

|

|

| their operation,

l foundation, that is to the federal principle.
|

|

i

Canada has played in world affairs over the past 40 years.
role to continue and even to be enlarged.
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party in power at the present with 41% of the vote, and does not take into
account at all the preferences and convictions of the other parties, which
represent in this House 59% of the votes cast on November 15, 1976, and 65%
of the votes cast in the seven by-elections held in the past 18 months?
do you explain that the question has been conceived by the party in power
alone with supreme contempt for the opp051t10n parties, with no sort of
g Ay oA el e SN Lol RS = LA
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C. Statements by Independents or Minority Parties:
March 4, 1980. :

Michel Le Moignan, Interim Leader of the Union Nationale

The Union Nationale today, as in the past, is attached to two
aeo il fo o nciagoonn quAtham_are_tatallv comnie-













} rest of Canada?
YES. NO,.

That's too simple. It's too close to what you've proposed.

Why have you come here with a question filled with ambiguities and
confusion? You will get a reply that's equal to the question.

The quality of the reply will be equal to the quality of the

question.
GErald D. Levesque . |
; {(Liberal - Bonaventure) 5
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2. Confederation and the francophone minority:
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part of Canada will insist that during the negotiations that
would lead to the establishment of this new country, those of us :
who want _to remain in Capada. our territorv. will be recognized. :

e
' . {Independent, Pointe-Claire) |
o
|
|
! “ 3. The "halance sheet" arpuments of what Quebec
g e — .

Parti Québécois

A. . . o . .
From 1961 when the first calculations were made, until 1973

“ inclusive, the picture, as I have often had the opportunity to-
AEPREL 7 2 the Honce ie wawy claar-  Ouchec navs more to Ottawa
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C. In fact, Madame Chairman, the true picture is as follows;
of the federal exnenditures that are ioh-creatine in the whole
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Don't you think it's ridiculous that a country 1iké Canada has
fwn Denartments of Tmmiepatiop? That candidates for immigration
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5. Industrialization

On the other hand, Madame Chairman, federal policies do not
alwavs correspond to the tvpe of industries appropriate for
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What worries me more is that in the last federal election campaign,
Mr. Trudeau stated right in Windsor, in Windsor, Ontario, that he
was prepared to subsidize Chrysler of Canada for an investment,

~ presumably, in Ontario, which is following tradition.

Yves Duhaime
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! _ If Ontario profited from the Canada-U.S. auto pact, it's
!  because, as they said at the time, they had the steelworks to
‘ supnlv the steel used in making cars and trucks. Now that the
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8. Energy and Resources

Parti Québécois

A,

But independently of us, because of historical circumstances,
our physical heritage, it has been our lot among the peoples of
the earth to have at our disposal, for our development, the fantastic

_
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Federalists

A.

I say No because I am not prepared to sacrifice the energy
security need so badly in today's world, with the international
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IV  The Meaning of the Referendum

As many commentators of the wreferendum debate suggested
throughout the campaign, whichever side succeeded in having Quebecers
interpret the meaning of the referendum from their perspective, would

. likely go on to win the vote. The next two large sections.summarize the
meaning of decision from the two camps of "yes' and "no'. Unlike the pre-
vious chapter, it was not as easy to juxtapose point-by-point rebuttals -
the concepts and perspectives are fundamentally different on both sides.

To the Parti Québecois the referendum was an historic decision to affirm

the "equality" of the Quebecois, t0 gain 'bargaining power" for the Quebec
government, and to end the constitutional impasse between Ottawa and Quebec
City. To the federalists, the referendum was, rather, a critical choice for

Quebecers between renewed federalism and independence. The excerpts below

gT_______jquﬁixaig_rhg various shadines of each of these two large arguments,
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"The Parti Québécois

1. as an affirmation of equality

Madame Chairman. it is stated in the gquestion that the aim
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Quebec will vote Yes, Madame Chairman, for it prefers equality

to subordination, dignity to being ground down, liberty to trustee-
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J.
The question asked by the Premier aims at having the people

of Quebec intervene in a blocked negotiation that has been des-

tructive for the two nations. The people of Quebec alone can resolve

the matter, but by intervening they will demand a new deal because

the people are sovereign. This is why the spiders of the old system

W have found their hanniness in the dnst nf the nld deal sre vicing
=
et |
—
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up and striking back. They can catch all politicians of all colours
in their webs, but they recognize that the weight of the people is
a determining factor.

I1f the government of Quebec obtains this mandate, if the weight
of the people henceforth has a role to play in this negotlatlon for
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! For dozens of years the governments of Quebec have been asked
| by the rest of Canada: What does Quebec want? What do Quebecers want? ‘
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Second question. We know that Quebec's tax yield is lower
than the national average This fact, at the present time, is

Mﬁ T TR T L s time
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find such a sum except by taxing the tax-payers even more, or by
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You must accept that the mornine after a declaration of

G I e s yam A T A rm A

insurance, equalization payments -- $1,600,000,000 last year --
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I listened attentively as the Premier told us that sovereignty

is a normal outcome for any developed nation. He should have added,

to get to the bottom of things, that for many nations this sovereignty

is acquired at the price of tremendous sacrifices and that, unfortunately,
often comes about and is maintained to the detriment of the citizens'
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. We have succeeded in Canada in throwing our own affairs
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themselves and cancel out one another's actions. Quebec is largely
responsible for this state of affairs. In a quarter of a century.
successive governments here have done almost everything to prevent
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When you look at the map of the world, and in particular at the
four small countries with populations scarcely larger than Quebec's
. that are at the top of the list of countries from the point

= g e ey o |Y;"§‘Ti‘c—}ﬁﬂ-i" P R A I s L2
JH i

o 4
p
L ey T r——————




.87.

The European Community has existed for a quarter of a century
now. There is mo supranational authority over Europe and the European
economic space has been preserved completely, contrary to what the Leader
of the Opposition thinks and is peddling.
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‘ In the nameé of the government of Quebec, I want to say here,
| solemnly, that we commit ourselves officially to see to it that

| if the Yes comes about, old people to whom, collectively, we owe
| some catching up, if we have any sense of humanity at all, will:
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only will those who who are entitled to it continue to receive |

| their pension supplement cheques, not only will they continue _
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The day when, through the new deal foreseen in the question,
we have repatriated 100% of our taxes, it is clear that the govern-
ment of Quebec will be able to elaborate coherent social policies.
By putting an end to waste there is no doubt that we will be able
to ensure for old people and those who obtain an allowance from the
1 federal government, a pension that will be-at_Jeasr pgual tn ifnnt
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