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to have grown more important in recent years: regional identities

have strengthened, regional economies have become more diverse and

conflicts between them more intense. .Increasingly,-provinces
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f{' : end up not effectively defending regional interests; but, on the other
} hand, if it does achieve its goal, it undermines the s'upremacy of the
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between rival political executives.

The process has had many successes, and often works well at

the level of co-operation among @ureéucratic specialists. But it has
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intergovernmental relationship.

The other element of the intergovernmental maChinéry in
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range of shared responsibilities as much as possible but a very broad
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Oné final point. This discussion of the procedures for
-adoption of the Bill C-60 proposals has implications for the broader
question of the amendment process. Few things illustiate the
weakness of the federal system more than the,inabiliﬁy to find agree-
ment on a fbrhula long ago; today we pay a heavy price fof past
failures. '

Past discussion of amendment formulae turned_mainly on the

. question of which combination of governments would need to agree in

order to enact differént kinds of change. Who would have a veto,
would each province have equal weight, or not, and so on. Wide
agreement was reached in the Victoria amending formula. ~ But recently

it has been opposed by British Columbia, which argues that it, like
Quebec and Ontario, should have the status of a region, and Alberta,
which, afraid of Ottawa and the provinces ganging up to acquire

control of its petroleum resources, now emphasizes the juridical

- equality of each province, and therefore argues for complete unanimity.
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