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‘Roadmap to Independerice
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commerce. So the province ended up nationalizing a large part of
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But if there is to he @ customs union, could the same purpose be
accomplished By a treaty which 1imited the legislative powers of
the Quebec National Assemhly? Would the rest of Canada want to do

this? Would it be tolerable to an independent Quebec?

We don't know yet what the policy of the Clark govermment

will be regarding barriers te inter-provincial trade. It has a

strone hase in Alberta. which has a lot to gain by expanding its.
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~-tax relief programs for industry;

—-publlc sector contracts (procurement p011c1es
of the prov;nc1al government and the agencies -
it controls:.ﬁublic cerporations,Vmunicipalities,
and school boards);

-~-the regulation of stock eichanges and insurance
companies; '

~~investment pelicies of public pension plan

agencies,

] ﬁtﬂn‘ngsn'!-r_m# nremrinecial econemic develomment .

They may be, and sometimes are, used to favour firms controlled

within the province. They may also be wielded to give favoured : E
e y— —— -

services, sub-contract locally, buy components within the province,

and so forth.

In Quebec, such policies apply not only to the location of

P—— - - - R TR T T R S, N I Z . SRR



- 16 -

This is not to suggest the negotiations would be easy.
On the contrary, there are significant pressures for tightening
up, not loosening, the conditions under which the_provinces can

restrict the outflow of investment funds and the inflow of labour.

One symptom of this mood is that the Task Force on Canadian
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buys some Products at a fixed, above-market price (milk for
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Tgeions in different ways. ‘
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the principles of a common market would hecome especially important

to it. You can qualify free trade and restrict the mobili'ty-i of
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bluffing.are obvious--not least because of its hoped-for effect on
the réferendum outcome, but also because a softer position is a
clear vote-loser. But let us put aside these obvious political
motives and ask the cold-blooded question: what economic reasons

are there for refusing to talk turkey (or LTountione)?

Suppose there comes a time when Quebec's sovereignty seems

inevitable to the rest of Canada. It might then appear that at é
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that when the existence of one's country is at stake, emotion may

overpower all calculations of self interest. Perhaps the loyal
citizens of Ontario, not to mention provinces with a lesser economic
stake in the outcome, would be willing te sustain a drop in their

incomes if by doing so they could spite the secessionists.
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would involve a form of bargaining in which Quebec would find
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provinces as Canada is forced by the threat of Quebec secession to

evolve a new set of constitutional arrangements. "

The international arena is not the only one where naked iaower
determines events. ' Réalpolitik may also be the ruling ijrinciﬁle in
the domestic affairs of states, esijecially (i)erhaﬁs) in federal ones.
' country. and
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to garner new authority for the provincial goyernments, while at others
they apparently wish mainly to weaken Ottawa's capacity to adopt

policies inimical to regional interests. In this mood, the premiers -
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It's unlikely though that an association of five or ten

ﬁ\'r\ evitiersal.
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Among the provincial premiers, Saskatchewan's Allan Blakeney
offers the most cogent defénce of federal power, He is a strong
defender of ﬁTovincial rights in the management of resources, but
he is also conscious that resource-based economies are vulnerable

to fluctuations caused by unpredictable changes in world markets.
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Although there is strong support even outside Quebec for
reducing Ottawa's powers, the arguments for strong government at
the centre are telling. There are at least three of them. One is

based on democratic principles: that central institutions need to






