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Curriculum Vitae  
Michele Morningstar 

 
Department of Psychology    Telephone:  613-533-2704 
Queen’s University     Email:   michele.morningstar[at]queensu.ca 
Kingston, ON, Canada     Website:  michelemorningstar.com/dseclab 
 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
Assistant Professor          2020-  
Department of Psychology 
Queen’s University, Kingston, ON 
 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
 
Post-Doctoral Fellowship         2017-2020 
Center for Biobehavioral Health, Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
Department of Pediatrics, The Ohio State University 
Columbus, OH 
Advisor: Eric E. Nelson, Ph.D. 
 
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology         2011-2017 
McGill University, Montreal, QC 
Advisor: Melanie A. Dirks, Ph.D. 
 
Bachelor of Arts, First Class Honours in Psychology      2008-2011 
McGill University, Montreal, QC 
 
PUBLICATIONS                  † denotes a trainee 
 
Journal articles 
 
1. Stroud, L.R., Morningstar, M., Vergara-Lopez, C., Bublitz, M.H., Lee, S.Y., Sanes, J.N., Dahl, R.E., Silk, J.S., 

Nelson, E.E., & Dickstein, D.P. (2023). Neural activation to peer acceptance and rejection in relation to 
concurrent and prospective depression risk in aMattson,  W.I., Nahata, L., Leibowitz, S.F., Chen, D., Strang, 

J.F., & Nelson, E.E. (2023). Exogenous testosterone administration is associated with differential neural 
response to unfamiliar peer’s and own caregiver’s voice in transgender adolescents. Developmental Cognitive 
Neuroscience, 59, 101194. doi: 10.1016/j.dcn.2022.101194 

3. Morningstar, M., Mattson, W.I., & Nelson, E.E. (2022). Longitudinal change in neural response to vocal 
emotion in adolescence. Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience. doi: 10.1093/scan/nsac021 

4. Sandre, A., Morningstar, M., Farrell-Reeves, A., Dirks, M.A., & Weinberg, A. (2022). Adolescents and young 
adults differ in their neural response to and recognition of peer- and adult-age emotional faces. 
Psychophysiology, 59(9), e14060. doi: 10.1111/psyp.14060 

5. Morningstar, M., Grannis, C., Mattson, W.I., & Nelson, E.E. (2022). Functional patterns of neural activation 
during vocal emotion recognition in youth with and without refractory epilepsy. NeuroImage: Clinical, 34, 
102966. doi: 10.1016/j.nicl.2022.102966 
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6. Morningstar, M., Gilbert, A.C., Burdo, J., Leis, M., & Dirks, M.A. (2021). Recognition of vocal socio-
emotional expressions at varying levels of emotional intensity. Emotion, 21(7), 1570-1575. doi:  
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20. Morningstar, M., Dirks, M.A., Rappaport, B.I., Pine, D.S., & Nelson, E.E. (2019; ePub 2017). Associations 
between anxious and depressive symptoms and the recognition of vocal socio-emotional expressions in youth. 
Journal of Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology, 48(3), 491-500. doi
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2. Fu, X., Crowell, S., Morningstar, M., Mattson, W.I., Feng, X., & Nelson, E.E. 
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• McGill University GREAT Travel Award 
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2. Nault, D.R.†, Robichaud, S.M.C.†, & Morningstar, M. (2024, May). Expressing emotion unimodally versus 
multimodally: Is it the same? Poster to be presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Psychological 
Science, San Francisco, CA.  

3. Bonar, R.J.T.†, & Morningstar, M. (2024, April). Adolescent attention to their caregiver and friend. Poster to 
be presented at the annual meeting of the Social & Affective Neuroscience Society, Toronto, ON. 

4. Morningstar, M., Hughes, C., French, R.C., Grannis, C., Mattson, W.I., & Nelson, E.E. (2024, April). Neural 
correlates underlying the development of emotion recognition skills
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16. Fu, X., Morningstar, M., Mattson, W.I., Feng, X., Nelson, E.E. (2020, October). Using fNIRS t
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29. Morningstar, M., Mattson, W.I., Singer, Jr., S., Venticinque, J., Fuller, B.F., Gedela, S., & Nelson, E.E. (2018, 
November). Developmental changes in neural activation during facial and vocal emotion recognition are 
disrupted in temporal lobe epilepsy. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience, San 
Diego, CA.  

30. Mattson, W.I., Morningstar, M., Singer, Jr., S., Venticinque, J., Fuller, B.F., Gedela, S., & Nelson, E.E. (2018, 
November). White matter tract development disrupted in youth with temporal lobe epilepsy. Poster presented at 
the annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience, San Diego, CA. 

31. Nelson, E.E., Morningstar, M., Mattson, W.I., Venticinque, J., Singer, Jr., S., & Gedela, S. (2018, November). 
Aberrant patterns of neural activation across development during facial and vocal emotion recognition in 
children with temporal lobe epilepsy. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the American Epilepsy Society, 
New Orleans, LA. 

32. Morningstar, M., Venticinque, J., Singer Jr., S., Mattson, W.I., & Nelson, E.E. (2018, May). Age-related 
differences in neural activation during the recognition of vocal emotional prosody by youth. Poster presented at 
the annual meeting of the Social and Affective Neuroscience Society, Williamsburg, NY. 

33. Singer Jr., S., Venticinque, J., Morningstar, M., Mattson, W.I., McNally, K., Gedela, S., & Nelson, E.E. (2017, 
December). The Effect of VNS and Focal Resection on Seizure Frequency and Behavioral Outcomes in 
Children with Epilepsy. Poster presented at the annual American Epilepsy Society conference, Washington, 
D.C. 

34. Venticinque, J., Singer, S., Morningstar, M., Mattson, W.I., Gedela, S., & Nelson, E.E. (2017, September). The 
effect of temporal lobe epilepsy on emotion recognition in children. Poster presented at the annual Flux 
Congress, Portland, OR.  

35. Morningstar, M., Kirmayer, M.H., & Dirks, M.A. (2017, April). Associations between self- and other-reported 
friendship quality and vocal expression recognition during emerging adulthood. Poster presented at the biennial 
meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Austin, TX. 

36. Morningstar, M., Feldman, L., & Dirks, M.A. (2016, April). Depressive symptoms and aggression in youth 
predict response biases to socio-emotional vocal expressions. Poster presented at the biennial meeting of the 
Society for Research on Adolescence, Baltimore, MD.   

37. Morningstar, M., Ly, V., Huang, S., & Dirks, M.A. (2015, May). Differences in the vocal cues underlying 
adults’ and children’s portrayals of socio-emotional expressions. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 
Association for Psychological Science, New York, NY. 

38. Morningstar, M., Ly, V., Huang, S., & Dirks, M.A. (2015, March). Differences in the vocal cues underlying 
adults’ and children’s portrayals of socio-emotional expressions. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 
Centre for Research in Human Development, Montreal, Canada. 

39. Morningstar, M., McClure, M.J., Dirks, M.A., & Lydon, J.E. (2014, May). Insecure attachment styles predict 
verbal behaviours and pitch cues in social interactions. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Association 
for Psychological Science, San Francisco, CA. 

40. Morningstar, M., & Dirks, M.A. (2014, February). Vocal cues underlying the expression of meanness and 
friendliness in youth. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Centre for Research in Human Development, 
Montreal, Canada. 

41. Lidji, P., Palmer, C., Mor, 
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43. Morningstar, M., Lidji, P., Palmer, C., & Peretz, I. (2011, August). Better together? Effects of speaking and 
singing on aphasic productions. Poster presented at the Auditory Cognitive Neuroscience training network 
workshop, Montreal, Canada. 

44. Lidji, P., Palmer, C., Morningstar, M., Zumbansen, A., & Peretz, I. (2011, June). Entrainment to speech and 
song in healthy and aphasic participants. Poster presented at the Neurosciences and Music IV Conference, 
Edinburgh, Scotland.  

45. Lidji, P., Morningstar, M., Peretz, I., & Palmer, C. (2010, April). Coordinating speech and tapping: Effects of 
rhythmic structui a
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Graduate courses 
 
•  P
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RESEARCH SUPERVISION 
 
Primary supervision 
Graduate students, Queen’s University 
• Daniel Nault    Ph.D. student (Clinical Psychology)    2021-  
• Peyton Nault   M.Sc. student (Developmental Psychology)   2022- 
• Riley Bonar   M.Sc. student (Developmental Psychology)   2023- 

 
Undergraduate students, Queen’s University 
• Laura Edelstein  Honours thesis (PSYC501)     F2023- 
• Mia Schubert   Directed research course (PSYC570-575)   F2023- 
• Paige Stockley  
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Undergraduate Honours students, McGill University (mentored students supervised by Dr. Melanie Dirks) 
• Irene Giannis           2017-2018 
• Jessica Burdo           2016-2017 
• Maria Leis            2015-2016 
• Lara Feldman           2014-2015 
• Verity Ly           2013-2014 
• Erinn Acland            2013-2014 
• Shiming Huang          2012-2013 

 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE                                                                          
 
Ad-hoc review 
 
Journals
Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience 
Social Development 
Journal of Research on Adolescence 
Journal of Adolescence 
Social Neuroscience 
Journal of Gerontology: Psychological Sciences 
Cognition and Emotion 
Developmental Psychobiology 
Affective Science 
Journal of Intelligence 
Frontiers in Psychology: Emotion Science 
British Journal of Developmental Psychology 
Psychological Research 

Brain and Behavior 
Royal Society Open Science 
Development & Psychopathology 
Journal of Nonverbal Behavior 
Cerebral Cortex 
Early Child Development and Care 
Scientific Reports 
Emotion 
Motivation & Emotion 
Canadian Journal of Experimental Psychology 
Biological Psychology 
Brain Communications

 
Funding agencies 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC),      2022-2025 
  Scholarships and Fellowships Selection Committee for Psychology 
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• Queen’s University Department of Psychology Merit Committee 
Member           2022 

• Queen’s University Psychology Equity Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) Committee   2020-2022 
Member            

• Research Institute Trainees Association, Nationwide Children’s Hospital     
Center representative          2018-2020 

• Centre for Research in Human Development Steering Committee      
Student representative          2013-2015 

• Hebb Student Colloquia Committee 
Chair            2014-2015 
Member           2012-2014 

• Graduate Association of Students in Psychology         
Secretary           2012-2014 
Member           2011-2012 

• Centre for Research in Human Development Student Committee      
Member           2011-2014 

Graduate student evaluation committees 
 
Dissertation committees, Queen’s University 
• Cameron Hines  Master’s Committee      2023- 
• Elias Elaneh   Master’s Committee      2023- 
• Katie Faulkner  Master’s Committee      2023- 
• Aleiia Asmundson  Master’s Committee      2023- 
• Isabell Pitigoi   Master’s Committee      2023 
• Vanessa Martin  Ph.D. Committee      2023- 
• Elaine Psaradellis  Master’s Committee      2022-2024 
• Brianne Derby  Master’s Committee      2022-2023 
• Megan Wylie   Ph.D. Committee      2022- 
• James Hillman  Ph.D. Committee      2022- 
• Laura de la Roche  Ph.D. Committee      2022- 
• Kate Zucconi   Ph.D. Committee      2021- 
• Layla Hall   Ph.D. Committee      2021 
• Vanessa Martin  Master’s Committee      2020-2021 
• Anna Gustafsson  Master’s Committee      2020-2021 
 
Graduate comprehensive examination committees, Queen’s University 
• Vanessa Martin  Developmental program      2023- 
• Kyla Mayne   Developmental program      2022-2023 
• Brooke Hilton   Developmental program      2022-2023 
• Katherine Snelling  Developmental program      2022-2023 
• Megan Wylie   Developmental program      2021-2023 
• Laura de la Roche  Developmental program      2021-2023 
• Kate Zucconi   Cognitive Neuroscience program    2021 
 
Thesis 



Morningstar Vita  15 
 

• Karys Peterson-Katz  Internal external examiner, Ph.D. defense   2023 
• Shahryar Naeini  Chair, M.Sc. defense      2023 
• Caitlin Barry   Chair, M.Sc. defense      2022 
• Emilia Sherifi   Chair, M.Sc. defense      2022 
• Glenda Christou  Internal external examiner, Ph.D. defense   2021 

 
Professional affiliations 
Centre for Neuroscience Studies at Queen’s University      current 
Society for Research in Child Development       current  
Social and Affective Neuroscience Society       current  
Association for Psychological Science        current 
Society for Research on Adolescence   
Flux Society            
Society for Neuroscience 
Society for Social Neuroscience 
Centre for Research in Human Development  
Centre for Research on Brain, Language and Music 
 
CLINICAL EXPERIENCE 
 
• Psychology pre-doctora
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• Project Management for Researchers. Training seminar given by Jay Johnson. Ohio State University, Columbus, 
OH. September 2018 (8 hours). 

• Management Skills for Scientists. Course given by Dr. Carl Cohen. Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. August 
2018 (16 hours). 

• Meta-Analysis: An Int


