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Principles & Guidelines

The summer session is a collective product and process. While the summer session theme and
readings have been prepared for participants, how we engage with them and what we take from
the experience will result, in part, from our individual and collective preparation and
participation practices. We will discuss group guidelines during the first meeting and can have
additional discussions throughout the session. The following expectations, guidelines and advice
can help participants show up intentionally in the summer session:
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Read the course material in advance of each session. Ideally, give yourself some time
with the materials prior to the session, as some of your thoughts and ideas will take time
to develop.

Take notes as you read, think about, and reflect on the content. Notes, however formal or
informal, can help you participate thoughtfully and intentionally.

Plan to attend and participate in each session. Participation in discussion will be our
primary learning mechanism.

Practice self- and other-awareness in our discussions. Think about how you can both take
and make space in the conversation. Expect that participants will be coming with
different backgrounds, experiences, and areas and levels of expertise.

Recognize that the systems of oppression that we are engaging with in the summer
session are present within and between us. There will be power differentials in the room
that cannot be erased but, especially for those in positions of power, can be thoughtfully
attended to.

Center and uplift voices with lived experiences of oppression, especially in relation to the
axes of oppression being discussed. However, no one is expected to speak for or
represent a minoritized group; people can choose to speak from experience but should not
be expected to do so.

As we learn and grow, we mess up. If someone says something hurtful, harmful, or
problematic, our hope is that anyone in the space will feel the agency and empowerment
necessary to speak up. Whether you are addressing a concern or hearing a concern, a
spirit of curiosity, education, and humility can help build community and accountability.
We are all responsible for our learning. While others may offer us gifts of education and
insight, they are not obligated to. But these are not scarce resources — there are many
paths to get the information and support



Accessibility

Please let us know if there are ways we can make the summer session more accessible to you,
whatever your dis/abilities and accommodation needs are. You can contact us with any questions
or notes.

Required Knowledge

Participation in the summer session does not require prior knowledge from any particular
discipline or theoretical perspective. The session content draws heavily from psychology,
sociology, sexuality and gender studies, and critical perspectives.
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