
Queen’s University Self-Guided Tour  
  
  

Welcome to Queen’s University! We hope you enjoy this self-guided tour of our main and west campuses. The tour 

begins on Main Campus, which was established in 1841. It beautifully reflects both our 179-year-old traditions and 

current life at Queen’s. If you have any further questions or concerns, please contact the Queen’s Campus Tours 
office at tours@queensu.ca. Enjoy the tour!   

  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather at Queen’s Campus is the traditional territory of the Anishinaabe 

and Haudenosaunee Peoples. We are grateful to live, learn and play on these lands.  

  

COVID-19: Please be mindful of all COVID-19 health and safety practices during your visit to campus and Kingston as 

a whole. Be sure to wash your hands, keep six feet apart from people outside your bubble, and wear masks when 

possible. Please note that due to COVID-19 most of our buildings are closed, so we encourage you to view them 

from the outside. Usually, campus has a very lively feel to it, as Queen’s spirit is unmatched. Of course, with most 

programs running remotely for safety precautions the campus is much emptier. For more information, please visit 

https://www.queensu.ca/covidinfo.   

  

  

1. Mitchell Hall 

History  

Formerly the Physical Education Centre, which was opened in 1931, Mitchell Hall is now the newest building on 
campus having been completely renovated and reopened in December 2018.   

  

Fun Facts  

There is an underground tunnel that connects Mitchell Hall to the Athletics and Recreation Centre which was 

originally used for the ice cleaner at the former Jock Harty Arena.   

  

Academics and Student Life  

Mitchell Hall is the place where every aspect of campus life intersects. The building has a profound and meaningful 
impact on the entrepreneurial ambitions of Queen’s students, on their overall health and well-being, and on 

university research. Some of the many student services housed inside Mitchell Hall include:  

• Student Wellness Services - 
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Commonly referred to as the JDUC, the centre is located on the site of Kingston’s old Orphan’s home which was 

constructed in 1862. The building was purchased by the University in 1927 to serve as the Students’ Memorial 

Union, named in commemoration of students who died during the First World War.   

  

Fun Facts  

The JDUC is home to the Queen’s student government, called the Alma Mater Society (AMS). Founded in 1858, the 

AMS is the oldest student association in Canada and is entirely student-run.   

  

Academics and Student Life  

The AMS provides many extra-curricular opportunities, sanctions over 300+ clubs, offers over 500 paid positions for 
students and 1000+ volunteer opportunities. The JDUC houses a number of AMS services, including: P&CC (printer 

and copy shop), Tricolour Outlet (Clothing, School supplies, Bus Service and Event tickets), Walkhome (our student 

led safe walks program) and the Queen’s Pub. Other services include a hair styling salon, bank machines and 

gender-neutral washrooms. An exciting revitalization project was conditionally approved in 2019 for the JDUC by 

the University in partnership with the AMS.   

  

Accessibility: The main entrance is not accessible, though there is an accessible entrance off University Avenue. The 
elevator is located in the hallway near the Society for Graduate and Professional Students (by the Union Street 

doors). There are accessible washrooms on the ground floor and level 1.   

  

  

3. The Queen’s Centre + Athletics and Recreation Center  

History  

The Queen’s Center opened officially on January 15th, 2010 and has become the focus for cultural, social, and 

recreational activities on campus.  

  

Fun Facts  

Membership fees to the ARC and some fitness programs are included in student fees!   

  

Academics and Student Life  

The Queen’s Centre is split into two parts – a student life centre and the Athletics & Recreation Centre (ARC).  The 
main feature of the ARC is a gymnasium that can be converted into either basketball or volleyball courts and 

includes seating for up to 2,000 people. Other areas within the facility include:  

• Two upper gymnasiums  

• 8 squash courts   

• 2 multipurpose courts  

• 5 fitness and weight zones  

• Dance studios  

• Spaces for cardio classes  

• 38 x 25 metre pool with 12 swim lanes, 3 diving boards, and a wet classroom  

   

The student life area of the Queen’s Centre houses the student-run Common Ground Coffeehouse, a Fireside 

lounge, a food court (Tim Horton’s, Booster Juice, Teriyaki Experience, PitaPit and Pizza Pizza), and plenty of 

student club, meeting, and study space. There are also several retail spaces in the Queen’s Centre including the 

drugSmart pharmacy and the Grocery Checkout.   

  



4. Stauffer Library 

History  

Opened in 1994, the five-story Joseph S. Stauffer library is the largest of six libraries on campus and is named in 
honour of Joseph. S Stauffer, a graduate of Queen’s (BSc 1920) and a generous benefactor.   

  

Fun Facts  

In addition to state-of-the-art information and computing services, the building houses the Union Gallery which 

showcases contemporary visual art. The first floor is meant to be an interactive space where students can meet and 
work together; quiet study areas are available on the upper levels.   

  

Academics and Student Life  

This facility houses collections in the humanities, social sciences, fine arts, government documents, maps and air 

photos. Stauffer library provides study space for up to 1,400 students, including several bookable group study 

rooms. There are several academic resources on the first floor including:  

• The Writing Centre  

• Student Academic Success Services   

• IT Services Help Desk  

• 





Academics and Student Life  

The Norman Romanesque structure was the university's main building throughout the late 19th century. Today, the 
old library and Convocation Hall are theaters where the School of Drama regularly holds productions.   

9. Carruthers Hall 

History  

Carruthers Hall is the 4th oldest building on campus and was built in 1890. The building was originally occupied by 

the Ontario School of Mining and Agriculture, which later became the Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science.   

  

Fun Facts  

Carruthers Hall was the first building in Kingston to be fitted with electrical wiring, which was installed by Professor 
Goodwin.  

  

Academics and Student Life  

Today, there are research and administrative facilities in this building, a studio theatre used by the Drama 
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17. The Isabel Bader Centre for the Performing Arts History  

“The Isabel” was opened in 2014 and is the central hub for creative arts at Queen’s. Right next to the Lake Ontario 
shore, this building used to be an old brewery. Since then, it has been rebuilt to a new world-class facility. The 

original wood from the structure of the brewery was re-milled and used to build the lobby of the new building.  

Fun Facts  

If the Isabel can be said to have a heart, it is the 567-seat performance hall. Virtually a building within a building, no 

part of the hall touches the rest of the structure directly and its two-foot-thick walls so effectively muffles sound 
that even if someone outside the hall were pounding on the floor with a hammer, the audience inside wouldn’t 

hear it.  

  

Academics and Student Life  

The building features the Jennifer Velva Bernstein Performance Hall, a studio theatre, film screening room, an Art 

and Media Lab and the Principal Emerita Karen Hitchcock Rehearsal Hall. As the centre for all creative arts at 

Queen’s, you can find students from the Dan School of Drama and Music, Department of Film and Media, Bachelor 

of Fine Art Program and the Graduate Program working, studying and hanging out at the Isabel. Within the building 
there is also a film and media library and a musical instrument library. Aside from academics, the beautiful spaces 

are also used for concerts, conferences, and theatrical performances.   

  

  

18. West Campus – Duncan McArthur Hall  History  

Duncan McArthur Hall is home for the Faculty of Education and was opened in 1971. It is located on West Campus, 

which is about a twenty-minute walk from the Main Campus. Before West Campus was purchased by Queen’s in 

1969, the land used to hold a farm and stone quarry which were staffed by the Kingston Penitentiary inmates.   

Fun Facts  

The Education Library has one of the best views of Lake Ontario from any Queen’s building. You can also check out 

resources from the library that are useful for educational practicums, such as puppets! The building is home to a 

dinosaur statue Tracie, which now wears a mask.   

  

Academics and Student Life  



  

  

  

20. West Campus – Richardson Stadium History  

The original Richardson Stadium was built in 1920 on Main Campus. It was named after James Armstrong  

Richardson, Queen’s Chancellor from 1929-1939. In 1971, the stadium was torn town and rebuilt on West Campus.  
In 2016, the stadium underwent extensive revitalization and was entirely rebuilt a for a second time.  

Fun Facts  

The original Richardson Stadium was used to host the Grey Cup in the 1920s! It also hosted U.S. President Franklin 
Roosevelt when he received his honorary degree from Queen’s University in 1938.  

  

Academics and Student Life  

The Stadium hosts a number of sporting events. Most notably, it features the Homecoming Football Game and 

Alumni parade each year in October.   

  

  

Blue lights and Safety System   

Queen’s University has a well-developed security system. Queen’s Campus Security can be reached 24/7 by phone 

and by a free app, which can be downloaded using the campus WIFI. Another safety feature on campus is the blue 
light system. There are streetlights with blue lights stretched all across main campus, west campus, and in between. 

You should be able to see two blue lights from any standpoint. These streetlights have a button on them that 

contacts Queen’s Campus Security directly. Furthermore, the Queen’s student government runs Walkhome, a 

friendly, free, and confidential service which provides safety to students as they walk home at night.   

  

  



 



 


