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All students in receipt of federal direct loan program funds must maintain Satisfactory 
Academic progress (SAP) toward their degree requirements as outlined in the US 
government regulations (Satisfactory Academic progress for Financial Aid eligibility) Federal 
Regulation 34 CFR 668.34) to remain eligible to receive Title IV funding. This requirement is 
separate from the academic requirements for your program. 
 
Student must be enrolled full time (minimum 9 credit units per term as an undergraduate 
student) (Full time as a graduate student).  Students can continue to maintain their eligibility if 
they drop to a minimum half time status (7.5 credit units per term) 
  
It is important to note that international students are expected to maintain full time status for 
immigration purposes. 
 
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP), as described below Qualitative (grade-based) and 
Quantitative (time-based), is evaluated at the end of each academic year (June/July).   
Students who are enrolled in a 1 year program will have their SAP evaluated at the end of 
each payment period. 
Students who enrol in summer courses will be re-evaluated at the end of the summer term.  
 
Students who fail to maintain SAP, as described below, will be placed in Loan Denied 
(Suspend) status and will not be eligible for Title IV (federal direct loan program) funds in any 
subsequent academic year until SAP requirements are met. 
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Pace of completion = Cumulative credit that you have successfully completed per term/ 
Cumulative credit hours that you have attempted per term 
 
Undergraduate programs must  be no longer than 150% of the published length of the 
educational program  
 
Graduate Degree Programs thesis-based programs –  
 
Master’s program = 3 terms (1 year) 
Master’s program = 6 terms (2 years) 
Doctoral program = 12 terms (4 years) 
 
150% of the published length of the program, measured in academic years: 
 
Master’s program max time frame to complete: 150% x 1 year = 1.5 years 
Master’s program max time frame to complete: 150% x 2 years = 3 years 
Doctoral program max time frame to complete: 150% x 4 years = 6 years 
 
All SAP measurements are cumulative. At the evaluation point once the school is aware the 
student will not complete within the maximum timeframe they become ineligible for Title IV for 
that degree.  
 
US Federal regulations require that the University tracks the academic progress of student 
loan recipients from the first date of enrolment at the University, whether or not Title IV aid 
was received.  
 
Credits transferred from all other credit sources will be considered as attempted and 
completed credits in the evaluation of the completion rate standards, only credit units earned 
at Queen’s will be used when determining the student’s GPA (Qualitative component). 
 






