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http://funschool.kaboose.com/formula-fusion/number-fun/games/game_addition_attack.html
http://funschool.kaboose.com/formula-fusion/number-fun/games/game_addition_attack.html
http://www.fun4thebrain.com/addition.html
http://www.learn360.com/
http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=addition&subject=All+subjects&grade=All+grades&region=en_US
http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=addition&subject=All+subjects&grade=All+grades&region=en_US
http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=addition&subject=All+subjects&grade=All+grades&region=en_US
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Acorn Estimation  
Estimation is a very important piece of mathematics. Part of being functionally numerate requires expertise in using estimation with 

computation. Such facility demands a strong sense of number as well as a mastery of the basic facts, an understanding of the properties 

of the operations as well as their appropriate uses, and the ability to compute mentally. 

 
Puppets: any acorn loving puppet appropriate for a woodland setting (chipmunk, bird, etc). 

Supplies: 12 acorn tops (either real or paper acorns or simple counters), 4 large base 5 charts with counters, several base 5 

charts for 6 different tables, 6 sets of counters (one color), construction tree (or just draw one quickly on the board), 6 jars 

with 30 acorns in them.  

 

Introduction: 



 

Numbers Are Connected  7 

 



 

Numbers Are Connected  8 

 

 
Estimating and counting using a 5 frame in small groups: 

Now you are going to go back to your desks (that have been arranged in groups) and complete 2 tasks. First, estimate 

how many acorns are in your jar by filling out your learning estimate sheet using “the zone.” Then use the 5 frames to 

count the acorns. Good luck! Please make sure you tidy up and put the acorns back in the jars when you are finished.  

 

Class Discussion: 

Gather students together and ask what strategies helped them be in the zone? What strategies could they use next 

time. How did the 5 frame help? Is counting by 5 easier for you? Why?  How many acorns were there? Yes, 30.  

 

Possible extension: Using one jar of acorns and large ten frames.   

 

 

 

 

 

Counting on Friends  

Big Book: Jones, C. (2003). Counting on Friends. Toronto: Pearson 

 

Introduction:  

Holding up one jar of acorns (with 30 acorns in it). Does anyone remember how many acorns are in the jar from 

yesterday? Yes, 30. I wonder if we will have enough acorns for all the animals in the story? Let‟s read to find out. 

First, read the whole story from start to finish. Then, ask the question, do we have enough acorns for the animals in 

the story? How do we figure it out?  

 

Counting together using 10 frames: 

Yes, count. But today I want to make my job easier. I don‟t feel like counting all the animals individually. I am going 

to use a math frame. Now, I could use a 5 frame (that speeds things up) but today I wan‟t to use a 10 frame because I 

have a lot of animals to count ( I want to make it even easier).  I will use this large ten frame and use these counters 

to represent the animals. One counter equals one animal from the story.  So as we go through the story we are going 

http://www.ebscohost.com/novelist/
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Dominoes  
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Acorn Estimation 
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Woodland Creatures  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Numbers Are Connected  17 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Numbers Are Connected  18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Numbers Are Connected  19 

 
 
 
 
 
 






