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Mary Dodd, Com’84 
Chair, Program Committee  

 

On behalf of your Program Committee: Noyelum Anoliefo, MMIE’20, John 

Armitage, BSC’71, Richard Baugh, MBA’14, Heather Black, Sc’80, Mary 

Drinkwater, Ed’78, MPA’08
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Why did you select Queen’s University? 
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Councillor Spotlights 
 

Erin Polansky, Artsci’95 – Shares her experience at her first 

Queen’s Convocation 
 

  

“This year I had the honour and privilege to represent the alumni at 

two Queen’s Convocation ceremonies. It was a thrill for me since I 

had never attended one before—not even my own. So, I did not 

know what to expect.  

The Convocations took place in Grant Hall, a grand old hall with a 

pipe organ. You could imagine ceremonies taking place here for 

generations. The stage was set up with three thrones in the centre 

and a podium on each side. As a student in 1994, I felt very small 

and intimidated. As an adult and alumna, the Hall was still 

intimidating and imposing, but this time I felt like I belonged there—I 

was wearing my Master’s hood for the first time since receiving it— 

and I was there to put the students at ease.  

  

 

We received our instructions and lined up to process into the Hall. I was walking in front of 

Principal Deane, whom I had only met by email in the past. Together with the Interfaith Chaplain 

Erin Burns, we commiserated over the lack of pockets in our academic robes. It was nice to have 

some normal conversation with someone who would soon be sitting on a throne!  

After a beautiful rendition of God Save the King, Principal Deane welcomed everyone, and the 

ceremony was underway. The ceremony is very scripted and official—appropriately so.  At this 

ceremony, there were speeches by the Principal and Vice-Chancellor, the Rector and the Provost 

and Vice-Principal (Academic). Unfortunately, Chancellor Sinclair was unable to attend due to 

illness, so everyone stepped up a rank. I was especially moved on both days that I attended, by 

the words shared by the recipients of the honorary doctorates, honorus causa. Recipient Alexis 

Puentes, a multiple Latin Grammy, Grammy and Juno winning singer-songwriter, producer and 

musician spoke about growing up in Cuba and playing guitar with his father’s band as a young 

child. He spoke about how his life was guided by love and he encouraged the graduates to 

couple their knowledge with their love and passion.  Recipient Helen Humphreys, a multiple 

award-winning author, former Poet Laureate for the City of Kingston, and former writer in 

residence at several universities including Queen’s, spoke about how life is like a sonnet. She 

taught us that a sonnet starts out in one direction and then abruptly changes course. She 

encouraged the students to embrace those course changes, and to view them poetically.  

When it came time for the graduates to walk across the stage, my job was to present them their 

alumni pin and welcome them to the alumni community. They weren’t aware that this was part of 

the process, as I was not introduced and nothing was said about an alumni representative, so 

some of them tried to pass me by entirely! But I stuck out my hand, shook theirs and said, 

“Congratulations and welcome to the Alumni Association,” handing them their pin in the process. 

Most of them said a quick thank you and exited the stage. But notably, a few took the pin, and 



genuinely smiled and thanked me, realizing that they had just been welcomed to a prestigious 

and exclusive club.” 

 

Thank you to Councillors Willa Henry, BNSc’76 and Erin Polansky, Artsci’95 for volunteering to 

be a part of welcoming Queen’s newest alumni at the 2022 Fall Convocation ceremonies.  

If you have supported students or alumni of Queen’s, through additional volunteer efforts we 

would love to share your story. Please reach out to Lindsey Kull, Alumni Officer, Volunteer 

Liaison to share your involvement.   
 

 

 

 

News & Events 
 

QUAA Alumni Gala Award Nominations Open    
 

 

The 2023 Alumni Gala Award nominations are now open! The QUAA is excited to 

announce a new award, Outstanding Alumni Achievement Award, for the 2023 award 

cycle. This award recognizes mid-career alumni, normally less than 30 years from an 

undergraduate or graduate program who is making significant contributions in their field of 

endeavour, setting an example for future alumni to follow.  

Please visit the Gala Awards on the Alumni Awards and Fellowships page to view the full slate of 

awards or nominate a deserving alumna/alumnus before closing on December 12, 2022. 

If you have any questions or need any assistance, please do not hesitate to reach out to Lindsey 

Kull, Alumni Officer, Volunteer Liaison.  

 

 

Elder Meet and Greet   

 

 

The Office of Indigenous Initiatives has planned 

Elder Meet & Greets for the remainder of the Fall 

2022 Semester.  Please find the list of dates and 

topics below and register online to attend.  
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o Highlight the best parts of your Queen’s experience 

¶ Please do not: 
o Include your last name or identifying factors. The goal of these letters is to be 

approachable and anonymous.  
o Talk about dangerous behaviour, substance use, unhealthy stress 

management, or party culture.  
  

 

 

QSAA Mentorship Program    

 

 
 

 

 

The QSAA Mentoring program is looking for alumni mentors from all years and faculties with 

the goal of creating meaningful and long-lasting professional and personal relationships 

between current Queen’s students and alumnus. Allowing for exceptional growth opportunities 

for both the mentor and mentee, meetings would be online or in person. 

The program will run from January – April 2023, and you and your mentee will be provided 

with a Mentorship Agreement, Handbook, and suggestions for how to get the most out of your 

mentorship relationship.  

As a mentor, you can expect students who are looking to take the next step in their 

professional and personal lives and looking for guidance from someone who has been in a 

similar position. Mentees are excited to ask questions, learn, and listen. They most likely will 

have questions about your career, your time at Queen’s, applying your degree, and many 

other things! 

Please connect with 

mailto:ben.seewald@queensu.ca


• Queen’s Gazette 

• Queen's Alumni Review  

• Queen’s Quarterly 

• Queen’s Law Reports 

• Smith Magazine 

• The Complete Engineer 
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