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Council Updates 
 

 

 

Committee Updates 
 

The Executive Committee will be meeting in October to review the proposed agenda for the 

146th Annual General Meeting (AGM).  Stay tuned for AGM-related announcements! 
 

 

  Nominating Committee: Welcome to the following Councillors who 
began their terms on September 1st.  Check out their biographical sketches. 
 

¶ John Armitage, 6F¶�� (re-elected) 

¶ Heather Black, 6F¶�� (re-elected) 

¶ Elena Christopoulos, $UWVFL¶�� 

¶ Dr. Kieva Hranchuk, $UWVFL¶�� 

¶ Chessa Jope, &RP¶�� 

¶ Erin Polansky, ArtVFL¶��
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Elaine Wu, $UWVFL¶����0,5¶����/DZ¶�� 
Chair, Nominating Committee 
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Program Committee: The Program Committee is pleased to announce your fall programming: 

 

¶ September 22, 2022: New Councillor Orientation will be delivered virtually and 
involves participation of University Council Committee chairs, Council Trustee and Board 
Chair, and a presentation on I-EDIAA. Calendar invites, with Zoom details have been 
extended to all participants.  
  

¶ November 4, 2022: Welcome Session - The formal session will include a presentation 
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Councillor: Elena Christopoulos, Artsci’10 

 



but just doing a fabulous job might not get you ahead. Research shows that confidence makes up 

����RI�\RXU�³JUDYLWDV´��7KLV�DGYLFH�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�WUXH�IRU�ZRPHQ��:H�QHHG�WR�WDNH�XS�PRUH�VSDFH� 

What is the career highlight you’re most proud of? 
My career path has led me in two directions: climate science and politics, one always seemed to 
influence the other.  Accordingly, I have two highlights that I am so very proud of. 
 
My first highlight is implementing the first urban wind turbine in North America (260m) located in 
downtown Toronto, and then constructing the first urban wind turbine and energy program on a 
community college campus in Los Angeles California.  
 
My second highlight is becoming a Commissioner in the City of Santa Monica. I have worked 
behind the scenes in politics for over 20 years and never thought I would run for a political office. 
As they say; all politics are local and I am very proud of the work that I have done on the local 
OHYHO�LQ�WKH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�ILHOG��LPSURYLQJ�ZRPHQ¶V�ULJKWV��D�KRXVLQJ�DGYRFDWH�DQG�LQFUHDVLQJ�YRWHU�
registration (especially for the Gen Z folks).  
 

How do you spend your free time? 
I think it is so very important to take time for things you love besides work. Even if you love your 

work, you need balance in your life. I think it is very important to remember that you are not your 

work. With that said, I do love to spend time in nature and that includes hiking, biking, surfing and 

playing soccer. I also took a Leica photography class recently and quite enjoy taking photos which 

ultimately does allow me to enjoy the outdoors.  

 
What motivated you to stand for election for University Council? 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/elenachristopoulos/


Councillor: Dr. Keiva Hranchuk, Artsci’09  

  



How do you spend your free time? 
During my free time you will find me spending time with my family ± my husband Mike, our two 
children James (3) and Leo (1) and our dog Freyja, who is a Norwegian Elkhound. One of our 
current major interests includes investing in the revival of our limestone farmhouse located on 7 
DFUHV�MXVW�QRUWK�RI�.LQJVWRQ��,W¶V�D�GHVLJQDWHG�KHULWDJH�VLWH�DQG�ZH�WKLQN�LW¶V�D�SUHWW\�VSHFLDO�
place! I also enjoy traveling whenever I can and playing the violin whenever I find a moment to 
do so. 
 

What motivated you to stand for election for University Council? 
I thought it was a great way to give back to a community that gave me so much. 
 

What are your aspirations for being a University Councillor? 
I hope to make valuable connections within the community, influence student life in positive 
ZD\V��KHOS�VKDSH�SROLF\�SURFHGXUHV�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�WKDW�ZLOO�LPSURYH�VWXGHQWV¶�HGXFDWLRQDO�
experience, and perhaps even find some new areas of interest in which I can be passionate 
and stive to make a difference. 

 
 Is there anything else you would like to add? 
I hope to be a point of contact or mentor for any student who wishes to find out more about 
ZKDW�LW�ZDV�OLNH�WR�EH�D�4XHHQ¶V�8QLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQW�RU�ZKR�PD\�KDYH�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�ZKDW life 
has been like since graduating.  
 
Connect with Councillor Hranchuk on LinkedIn 
 

Look for more Councillor profiles in your upcoming monthly newsletters.  
 

 

Councillor Spotlights 
 

Bittu George, Artsci’95, Law’98: Task Force on Street Parties 

Update 
 

  

The Task Force on Street Parties began its work with its first 
meeting on June 6.  As formed by Principal and Vice-Chancellor 
Patrick Deane on February 15, 2022, the mandate of the Task 
Force on Street Parties shall be to: 

a)  Create a report on the effectiveness of current 
approaches and best practices used in other jurisdictions 
and make recommendations outlining strategies to 
address large street parties;

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kieva-hranchuk-phd-bcba-d-6ab0086a/
/secretariat/university-council/university-council-newsletter
/principal/about/special-initiatives/task-force-street-parties


The Task Force consists of 24 individuals representing University administration, Senate, 
University Council, student government officials, Campus Security, City of Kingston 
representatives such as the Mayor, Bylaw Enforcement and Kingston Police, paramedics, 
hospitals, University Health, Public Health Unit, St. Lawrence College and RMC, and 4 District 
(neighbourhood) associations.  Members of the Task Force divided into 5 working groups:  Other 
university/sector approaches; Psycho-Social Analysis; Enforcement/Policing; Communications; 
and Public Health and Safety/Harm Reduction Education. Working groups have been meeting 
separately since June to draft recommendations for the Task Force.  I sit on the Other 
University/Sector Approaches and Enforcement/Policing working groups.  Three working groups 
presented their recommendations to the Task Force on August 8.  The remaining two working 
groups will present their recommendations at the September 12 meeting.  At this point, it appears 
that the Task Force will require an additional 1 or 2 more meetings before finalizing their 
recommendations for public review in mid to late Fall. 

 

 

Kasmet Niyongabo Sc’11, MBA’20: Cause and Effect 
 

Listen to Alumni Review¶V�SRGFDVW��Cause and Effect, which dives 
into the motivations of philanthropists and explores what they're 
passionate about and the impact they have on the world. 
 
In Episode 6 , Councillor Kasmet Niyongabo��6F¶����0%$¶�� 
tells us about the planned gift he made shortly after his 
undergrad, and the unlikely influence his parents had on his 
decision. 
 
To find out how you can become involved with this podcast, contact 
Alumni Officer, Volunteer Liaison Lindsey Kull. 

 

 

 

https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS8xOTA0MjgyLnJzcw?sa=X&ved=0CAkQlvsGahcKEwjA1InEhr35AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAQ&hl=en-CA
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS8xOTA0MjgyLnJzcw/episode/QnV6enNwcm91dC0xMTAzMTM4Ng?sa=X&ved=0CAcQkfYCahcKEwjg0_3PrdP5AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQCg&hl=en-CA
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Upcoming Events 
 

  

The Isabel Bader Center for the Performing Arts brings the 

top artists in the world to Queen’s. Tickets are available 

for live performances in the 2022-23 Season.  

 

Can’t make to Kingston to see your favourite artist or 

musical genre? Now you can attend these great concerts 

at Queen’s University virtually, at no cost. Visit the Isabel 

Digital Concert Hall for more information. 
 

 

 

  

October 28-30: We are looking forward to celebrating 
Homecoming in person with our alumni.  
 
This is a milestone reunion year for graduating class 
years ending in two (2) or seven (7). Registration is now 
RSHQ��EH�VXUH�WR�UHJLVWHU�IRU�RQH��RU�DOO��RI�WKLV�\HDU¶V�
signature events!  
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