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such faculty member is willing to supervise a Directed Special Study of a student, the latter may choose to 

do it with the approval of the Graduate Coordinator and of the student’s supervisor. Students may choose to 

do one or two Directed Special Studies courses as part of their program; however, the same graduate faculty 

instructor is not normally recommended. 

It is anticipated that a Directed Special Studies course will often take the form of a reading course:  a course 

of guided reading and undertaken with close supervision of the faculty member concerned. Furthermore, it 

is expected that a Directed Special Studies course will be evaluated in the same way as a student’s work in a 

regular half credit course: there will be an assignment (or assignments), and the work will be graded 

according to the regular schedule of grades. 

 

2.2.  Procedures  

a) A student wishing to pursue a Directed Special Studies course will consult with the graduate faculty 

member under whose supervision the student wishes to study. 

b) The student will fill out the Directed Special Studies Study Form (available at the Sociology Main 

Office, D431 or Online). The description of the study must include a sample reading list and an 
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to accomplish with some subject matters than with others, so it is prudent to choose subjects in 

which there is an extensive secondary literature. The essay need not take the form of a review of the 

literature exclusively, but it must demonstrate "a critical awareness of the state of scholarship" 

concerning the topic. 
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4.5.  Report Completion 

The student must submit copies of the report to their supervisor and second reader for reading and grading a 

minimum of two weeks 
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during the preliminary and post-examination sessions. No student or person other than the regular staff of the 

University and the Examining Committee may attend the thesis examination of another student unless 

individual permission from the Chairperson of the Examining Committee has been granted.  The Chairperson 

of the Committee will not grant such permission without obtaining agreement from the student being 

examined and from the Head of the Department. Only the members of the Committee may be present during 

the preliminary and post-examination sessions. 

 

6. STUDY STATUS AND TIME LIMITS FOR COMPLETION 

The minimum period for completion of degree for M.A. students is between 12 and 24 months (depending 

on Program Pattern) for full time students, and 24 to 48 months (depending on Program Pattern) for part-

time students.   

 

The Department of Sociology may grant a one-year extension to graduate students in good standing who can 
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PH.D. IN SOCIOLOGY 

FIELDS OF STUDY AND OBJECTIVES  

The program of study leading to the Ph.D. in Sociology is designed to ensure that the candidate has the skills 

and knowledge to function successfully as a well-trained sociologist. This entails mastery of core components 

of sociological theories and methodologies as well as in-depth knowledge appropriate to the area of 

specialization. Course work is also intended to help prepare the candidate to undertake original research in 

the area chosen for a thesis. 

9.1.  Degree Level Expectations 

Candidates are expected to identify and explain the central concepts, theoretical approaches, and 

methodologies in Sociology and to draw upon them to critically examine and analyze contemporary social 

formations and problems. To interpret both qualitative and quantitative sociological research, as well as 

critically assess various policy and advocacy documents and presentations. Develop and sustain critical 

arguments or problem solve using either qualitative or quantitative methods to critically assess various social 

processes, issues, or problems. Demonstrate academically sustained arguments in writing, orally, and in 

presentations using other media, which can apply existing knowledge within the discipline of Sociology to 

the critical analysis of a new question or problem or to a specific problem or issue in a new setting. 

Students can demonstrate the ability to conceptualize, design, and implement research that generates new 

knowledge, applications, or understanding of social phenomena that engage with contemporary sociological 

research. Doctoral-level students are expected to handle unforeseen problems during data gathering and adapt 

their research strategy accordingly, they are also expected to be able to make informed judgements on 

complex issues in specialist areas of Sociology. They are expected to produce original research that is 

presented in written and oral forms, within recognized venues of sociological research exchange (peer-

reviewed journals, conferences, university workshops, etc.). To effectively compete for academic positions 

in the current context, including post-doctoral fellowships, the candidate should present their work at two 

recognized academic conferences and have submitted two publications in recognized academic venues before 

completion of the degree. Professional development of the doctoral student is also enhanced through 

committee involvement at various levels of university governance, as well as professional work such as 

conference organization, peer review, and peer support. In addition to teaching assistance, eligible doctoral 

students have the opportunity of being Teaching Fellows and gaining the experience of course design and 

instruction. 

The program has 3 (three) core areas of study as defined below.  

9.2.  Core Areas  

Media, Information and Surveillance: This area develops sociologies of the digital including critical 
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power, capitalism and social theory, social movements and resistance, race and racialization, anti-racism, the 

political economy and cultural sociology of development, the cultural and economic dimensions of 

globalization, post-colonialism and de-colonization, the political economy of climate change, the lived 

experience of inequalities and social justice movements. 

9.3.  Length of Program  

http://www.queensu.ca/registrar/transcripts/legends
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10.  SUPERVISION 

The candidate, in consultation with the supervisor should form the supervisory committee by the end of the 

first year (third term) and choose one other faculty member from the department to make up the supervisory 

committee. The Graduate Coordinator may assist with this process. Faculty external to the department may 

serve as a co-supervisor or second supervisor for candidates. External faculty from departments that do not 

have a graduate program must get permission from SGSPA. The members of the supervisory committee will 

assist the candidate’s progress throughout the program. The supervisor is the most involved.  

 

10.1.  Roles of Members of the Supervisory Committee 

The supervisor meets regularly with the candidate throughout the candidate’s program, organizes meetings 

of the supervisory committee and the qualifying examination committee, sets up the qualifying examinations, 

assists the candidate with the thesis proposal and the development of the reading list for the qualifying 

examination, handles issues arising during the research, reads and responds to drafts of the thesis, organizes, 

attends, and participates in the thesis defence. The supervisor is also responsible for ensuring timely and 

functional communications with any examiner connecting remotely during the defence (e.g., via Zoom).   

 

The members may meet with the candidate when the need arises (i.e. when questions arise that relate to that 

faculty member’s area of expertise), attend meetings of the supervisory committee, assist with the finalization 

of the thesis proposal and reading list for the qualifying examination, may respond to questions arising from 

the research as needed, may respond to draft sections of the thesis as the thesis is being drafted (especially 
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of the research problem. It is not a comprehensive literature review as this is normally part of the thesis itself.  

 

Research Design and Questions 

The specific research question or questions that form the focus of the research shall be linked to the 

background literature and shall be laid out here. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

 

This section will develop some of the discussion from the initial review into a more substantial theoretical 

framework. This establishes the key approaches, perspectives, and concepts that the candidate will be 

employing to frame their research and pursue their aims and objectives.      

 

 

Methodology 

This is a critical section as it assists both the supervisory committee and the qualifying examination 

committee to determine whether the proposed research is feasible within a reasonable time frame. Although 

subsequent experience may require changes, it is essential that the candidate makes every effort to set out 

and justify the procedures he or she propose to use. 

 

The methodology section of the proposal should establish and justify the basic strategy to be employed and 

the rationale for this choice. Were other possible methods considered? If not, why not? If so, why were they 

rejected? The relationship between the methodology and the research questions must be described and 

defended. How is access to research materials to be attained and what are the primary research tools to be 

used? 

 

The aim of this section is to convince the committees that the candidate has thought out an appropriate 

methodology and selected appropriate and accessible materials and/or techniques. 

 

For candidates’ proposals requiring ethics approval, at the latest in time for their qualifying examinations 

they must submit to their qualifying examination committee a draft of their ethics application. Upon 

agreement of the members of the qualifying examination committee, normally this is submitted along with 

the thesis proposal the student may then submit the ethics application, revised as necessary to GREB or any 

other ethics review body appropriate to the research. In exceptional case where the ethics review must precede 

the examination, in a letter to the REB, the supervisor must provide a rational for the early application. 

 

Resources 

What resources are needed to accomplish the proposed research? Care should be taken to spell out 

requirements in terms of travel (fares and accommodation and subsistence); necessary equipment and how it 

will be obtained; survey needs (interviewers, travel, telephone, supplies, coding); computing costs; and other 

necessary expenses. 

 

Are the required resources currently available to the Candidate? If not, Candidates should specify how they 

propose to obtain them. 

 

Timetable 

A timetable of research activities should be spelled out in as much detail as possible and linked to 

methodology and resources. This will help the qualifying examination committee in the assessment of the 

feasibility of the research. 

 

Bibliography 

The bibliography for the proposal helps constitute the reading list for which the Candidate is responsible in 
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Overall Length of the Proposal 

The length of the proposal depends on responding satisfactorily to the above requirements. However, a 

reasonable expectation is that the body of the text (sections 1 through 5) will be between 50 and 75 
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Should the candidate not pass the written examination, the candidate has the right to sit the 

examination a second time within three months of the candidate’s receipt of the assessment of the 

written examination, except in the case of a serious breach of academic integrity. If a serious breach 

of academic integrity (taking text or exact research produced by others and intentionally Passing it 

off as one’s own, for example, rather than a missing reference), the candidate may not sit the exam 

a third time and the department will recommend to SGSPA that the candidate withdraw from the 

Ph.D. program. 

New questions must be generated for the second examination but based on the same reading list as 

before. The process for the second written examination is the same as for the first. If the candidate 

fails the second written examination, the department will recommend to SGSPA that the candidate 

withdraw from the Ph.D. Program. 

12.4.  Qualifying Examination, Task II  

a) The oral examination is normally set up to follow within three (3) weeks of the assignment of the 

written examination and is under the direction of the qualifying examination committee and is based 

on the thesis proposal and is conducted like a Ph.D. oral thesis defence.  

For the second task, all doctoral students are required to submit a dissertation proposal to their 

supervisor, supervisory committee, 
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to be approved. 

 

12.6.  Interruption of Examination Due to Unexpected Circumstances 

It is possible for unexpected circumstances (such as a death in the family, health issues, etc.)
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13.2.  Thesis Format 

Traditional Thesis Format 

a) Overall, the thesis must comprise a coherent account of a unified research project or scholarly 

endeavour. 

b) The doctoral dissertation must be original, the work of the candidate, and of such value that it merits 

publication. 

c) The elements comprising the traditional thesis format enable an assessment of the contribution of 

the body of the work to advance knowledge and confirm that the candidate has achieved the 

standards and expectations of a doctoral degree, and the learning outcomes established by the 

Department. 

Normally the thesis includes the following in the order indicated: 

1) Title page 

2) Introductory Material Abstract (350 words or less) 

3) Co-Authorship (if applicable) 

4) Acknowledgements 

5) Table of Contents 

6) List of Tables (if applicable) 

7) List of Figures (if applicable) 

8) List of Abbreviations (if applicable) 

9) List of Symbols (if applicable) 

10) Nomenclature (if applicable) 

11) Glossary (if applicable) 

12) Main Body * 

13) Chapter 1 Introduction 1 

14) Chapter 2/3 Literature Review/Theory and Methodology 

15) Chapter 4 Research (this usually extends into several chapters as necessary) 

16) Chapter Conclusions 

17) Additional Material Bibliography or References 

18) Appendices (if applicable)** 

*Include the word “Chapter” in the Table of Contents and in the main body of the thesis. 

**Research Ethics approval to appear if required, as an appendix. 

Length of the traditional format thesis in the Department of Sociology is normally around 75,000 words. 

 

Manuscript Thesis Format 

 

a) Overall, the thesis must comprise a coherent account of a unified research project or scholarly 

endeavour; it cannot be a collection of loosely connected studies or projects. 

b) The doctoral dissertation must be original, the work of the candidate, and of such value that it merits 

publication. 

c) 
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k) Chapter 2 Theory, Methodology & Literature Review  

l) Chapter 3 Manuscript One 

m) Chapter 4 Manuscript Two 

n) Chapter 5 Manuscript Three 

o) Chapter 6 Summary and Conclusions 

p) Additional Material 

q) References 

/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/completion/overview
mailto:thesis@queensu.ca
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is delegated to someone else on the examining committee prior to the exam. The designate should 

not be the student. 

h) The members of the Examining Committee will receive a form from the Graduate School and 

Postdoctoral 
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15. PART-TIME STUDIES 

The Admissions Committee may recommend acceptance of students specifically as part-time students.  Applicants 

interested in this possibility must provide a detailed program of study proposal as part of their application, which must 

be considered and approved by the Department, GSEC and Council before an offer of admission may be made.  If 

approved, the part-time student will normally register for no more than one half credit course, or its equivalent, per 

term. 

16. EXTENSION OF TIME LIMITS 

 

Extension of the prescribed time limits for completion of a degree program may be granted in some cases. For fur

/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/general-regulations/
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OTHER REGULATIONS 

17. ACADEMIC REGULATIONS  

Students who fail to comply with the University regulations may jeopardize their status in the Graduate School and 

Postdoctoral Affairs. 

17.1.  Guidelines for Dealing with Disputes between Supervisors and Graduate Students 

The Department of Sociology provides a productive and supportive academic and working environment for 

all graduate students.   

If, in the rare event there is a breakdown in the academic and/or working relationship between a supervisor 

and a graduate student, and the student and supervisor have attempted to find a mutually acceptable way to 

deal with the situation but were unsuccessful, the supervisor and/or the graduate student should contact the 

Graduate Coordinator or the Department Head to report the situation. 

The Department Head and Graduate Coordinator will review the situation in consultation with the graduate 

student and the supervisor and attempt to resolve any differences to the satisfaction of all parties involved.  

In extreme cases, where a resolution cannot be reached, a change of supervisor may be recommended or in 

/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/supervision/overview
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academic life of the community. 

b) Part-time 
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a) Courses Taken at Other Universities   

Many Ontario universities cooperate in graduate instruction.  Graduate students visiting such a 

university must apply using an Ontario Visiting Graduate Student (OVGS) Application form. 

Completion and approval of this form by appropriate authorities at both institutions constitutes a 

registration. Contact the Graduate Program Assistant for information and application forms.  

b) Courses Taken from Other Degree Programs at Queen’s.   

Students taking a course from another Queen’s degree program must include that course registration 

on an Academic Change Form and receive the instructor’s signature of approval on that form prior 

to submission to the Graduate Studies Office. 

17.8.  Voluntary Withdrawal from the Program  

A student who fails to register for any term will be considered to have withdrawn from their program of 

study. Any student who becomes withdrawn due to failure to register, must apply for readmission if they 

wish to resume their studies.   

To withdraw, a student must complete an Academic Change Form, have it signed by the supervisor, and 

deliver it to the Graduate Program Assistant for the signature of the Graduate Coordinator along with their 

student card. The ACF will be forwarded to the School of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs for final 

approval. 

17.9.  Readmission Guidelines 

A former student who has withdrawn voluntarily or who was withdrawn due to failure to register, may be 

considered for readmission to complete that degree.  For readmission, the student must apply to the School 

of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs through the normal application procedures (see Application for 

Admission).   The Department will review the application for readmission and decide whether to support 

readmission of the student to complete the degree. If readmission is supported, the Department must 

recommend, and the School of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs approve, readmission to the 

graduate degree program, and the period to be allowed for completion of it. Readmission is not guaranteed.  

Readmission fees are normally assessed (see Readmission Fees). 

 

18. ACCOMMODATION AND ACADEMIC CONSIDERATION 

 

18.1.  Accommodation for Graduate Students with Disabilities 

Queen’s University is committed to providing accommodation for students with disabilities who are enrolled 

in any of its graduate programs. University administration, faculty, 

/registrar/sites/uregwww/files/uploaded_files/pdfs/Registration%20Forms/SGS_Academic_Change_Form.pdf
/registrar/sites/uregwww/files/uploaded_files/pdfs/Registration%20Forms/SGS_Academic_Change_Form.pdf
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(e.g., maternity and parental, medical, compassionate, gender affirmation). A student will not be granted 

leave for full-time employment or internship opportunity unrelated to their degree program.  Depending on 

the reason for the leave and the student’s study status, the student will have access to various resources, 

funding, and benefits 

 

For further details please see the School of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs Calendar section 

Admission and Registration.  

 

20. COURSE CONDUCT  

20.1.  Courses  

The courses prescribed for a student’s approved program of study are designated as primary.  In other words, 

all courses counted toward the M.A. or Ph.D. degree are considered to be primary courses. Courses extra to 

the degree are designated as secondary.  

20.2.  Hours  

With the exception of the M.A. essay, MA. thesis, and Ph.D. thesis (SOCY 898, 899, and 999), all courses 

are half credit courses offered on a term basis.  In the fall and winter terms, classes meet for 3 hours per week 

for 12 weeks, for a total of 36 contact hours.   

20.3.  Timetable and Course Offerings  

Not all courses listed in the current Calendar of the School of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs are 

offered in each term.  Details of offered courses and the timetable are available in the respective term 

timetable on the Sociology Graduate Program webpage. It is recommended that students check this site 

regularly for updates when making course selections to ensure they are working with the most recent version 

of the timetable. 

20.4.  Style Guide  

Instructors will indicate which style is preferred for their classes.  General Format of Thesis on the Graduate 

School and Postdoctoral Affairs website. Essay students should use this as a guide as well. 

20.5.  Copyright and Your Thesis 

A 

/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/admission-registration/
/sociology/graduate/course-information
/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/completion/thesis-formatting
/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/completion/thesis-formatting
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following the initial term of registration in the course.  

It is also important for students to note that having "IN’s" on their internal transcript may be held against them 

when decisions are made on rankings for university awards. 

21.5.  Procedures Related to Incomplete Grades 

a) The student must request an extension from the instructor of the course before the end of the term 

in which he/she/they originally registered for it.  

b) The Department Head 
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from this primary principle are discussed in the Tri-Council Policy Statement and in Queen’s General 

Research Ethics Board Ethics Document. You are urged to read the documentation about research ethics 

early in your graduate program, discuss the ethical aspects of your proposed research with your supervisor, 

pay particular attention to the deadlines, and submit your ethical review materials one to two months before 

you expect to begin your research.  Members of the Sociology Research Ethics Board are also good sources 

of information if you have specific questions about the ethical aspects of your research. 

It is University policy that applicants whose research involves the use of human subjects submit their 

proposals to ethical review. You should complete this process by working closely with the faculty member 

supervising the research. A description of the Queen’s ethical review process can be found on the Queen’s 

University Research Services website, General Research Ethics Board (GREB). Students whose research 

involves human participants must have completed the online course on Research Ethics (CORE) before filing 

an application for ethics clearance. This non-credit course on human research participant protection is 

mandatory for all graduate students who will engage in research involving human subjects. Students who 

/vpr/ethics/greb
/vpr/ethics/greb
/vpr/ethics/greb
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26.3.  Convocation  

Queen's University holds a Convocation ceremony in the spring and fall of each year. However, degree lists 

are prepared by the Graduate Program Assistant at the end of e

/registrar/graduation
http://www.queensu.ca/registrar/home
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27. OTHER FACILITIES AND SERVICES WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

27.1.  Graduate Student Office Space and Keys 

Due to space limitations, only full-time students may be assigned an office space and workstation through 

the Graduate Program Assistant. Spaces cannot be passed on by the student when they complete their 

program. If students discover that they are not using the space on a regular basis it is important to let the 

Graduate Program Assistant know so the space can be reallocated if needed. Assignments of the office space 

are assigned by the Graduate Program Assistant each year. 

Office/building keys are also assigned to students to access their office space, mailroom, sociology lounge, 

and computer lab.  

27.2.  Sociology Lounge (D411) 

The Sociology Lounge is available to students, faculty and staff and is open daily from 8:00 am – 

/sociology/graduate/sociology-graduate-student-association-sgsa
https://community.housing.queensu.ca/
http://www.campusbookstore.com/
/risk/security
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about your personal security.  

28.4.  Computing Access at Queen’s University 

a) Your Queen’s NetID 

You need to use your Queen’s NetID to log in to electronic services at Queen’s, such as the Queen’s 

Portal. The portal is a convenient collection of links where you can access your email, search for 

library resources and e-journals, read the latest Queen’s news, and access SOLUS (for obtaining 

your marks, and for updating your personal information records). Check out all the tabs at the top 

of the portal window to find out what other information is available to you.  

Candidates can activate their own Queen’s NetID using their student number. Complete instructions 

for activating your NetID and other FAQs are available at Queen’s IT Services website. 

NOTE:  You should never send your password to anyone in response to an email notice. 

Spammers often try to elicit personal information this way. 

b) Queen’s Email 

You may read your Queen’s email online via the Office 365 web page so it is easy to access and 

requires no special setup on your part once you have your NetID and password.  

Your email address is your Queen’s NetID followed by @queensu.ca but you may also apply for an 

alternate email address that includes your first and last name instead of your NetID. Look for the 

your.name link on this page: Getting Started: Students | IT Services (queensu.ca) 

Be sure to read your Queen's email regularly to ensure that you receive important academic, 

financial, and administrative information from the University. Queen’s assumes that you have 

received important email communications once they have been sent to your Queen’s account.  

c) Queen’s Library Access 

Access to Queen’s library electronic journals is available to all Queen’s students. Click here for a 

list of journals of special interest in Sociology. Off-Getting Started: Students u. 

https://my.queensu.ca/
https://my.queensu.ca/
http://www.queensu.ca/its/
https://login.microsoftonline.com/common/oauth2/authorize?client_id=00000002-0000-0ff1-ce00-000000000000&redirect_uri=https%3a%2f%2foutlook.office365.com%2fowa%2f&resource=00000002-0000-0ff1-ce00-000000000000&response_mode=form_post&response_type=code+id_token&scope=openid&msafed=0&client-request-id=df48b64e-5169-45da-8d84-1a2966c3a3d4&protectedtoken=true&domain_hint=queensu.ca&nonce=636645872469647402.bee85464-3206-4cc9-ba98-b60caae0102d&state=DcvBDYAgDEDRogM4SaVCKTBOwV41xhDXl8P7t-8AYJ2WydEMZIkinEoOLFU4M4W9mZXEwhgDCXLvFZvWgk2oqxodFE43383fn_pnmF3v2Lv-
/its/getting-started/students
https://library.queensu.ca/search/database/scholars-portal-journals
/its/service-offerings/catalog
/its/available-tools-software
/campuslife/health


https://quic.queensu.ca/
https://quic.queensu.ca/
/facilities/services/commuter
https://sgps.ca/
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AWARDS AND ASSISTANTSHIPS  

 

The following are some of the awards and other sources of financial support available to graduate students at the 

Department of Sociology. Students are also encouraged to examine the School of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral 

Affairs calendar, Awards and Financial Assistance and the Office of the University Registrar, Student Awards Office 

website to locate additional awards and support for which they may be eligible.   

29. EXTERNAL AWARDS 

There may be many potential funding sources that you might be eligible for, depending on your interests and area of 

research.  The websites for specific government agencies (both Canadian and elsewhere), various international 

agencies and foundations working in your area, as well as specialized bodies such as professional associations are 

good places to start. 

2

/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/awards-financial-assistance/
http://www.queensu.ca/studentawards/index.html
http://www.queensu.ca/studentawards/index.html
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/home-accueil-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/home-accueil-eng.aspx
/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/funding/ontario-graduate-scholarship
/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/funding/ontario-graduate-scholarship
mailto:krh3@queensu.ca


/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/funding/awards-bursaries
/facultyrelations/teaching-assistants-and-fellows


/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/completion/thesis-formatting
http://www.queensu.ca/registrar/financials/refunds

