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- Delivered online via Zoom - 

November 15- 19 

 

Addressing Global Trade Challenges through  

Canada-United States Cooperation 
 

The fundamental shifts in the objectives of trade policy in the United States in recent years present both challenges 

and opportunities for Canada. The challenges are obvious: the Biden administration has embraced and even doubled 

down on the protectionist turn in US trade policy initiated by the Trump administration. In its attempt to rebuild US 

economic and technological leadership in competition with China, the administration has so far failed to recognize the 

potential of regional, rather than national, supply chains, as is evident most clearly in its approach to government 

procurement. Triangular tensions between China, the European Union, and the United States further complicate the 



 

 

 

Agenda 
(All sessions will be delivered online via Zoom) 

 

 

Monday, November 15 
Part I: Introduction and Context 

 
 
9:00  Introduction to the Institute  

 

The presentation will provide an overview of the Institute and introduce the challenges and 

opportunities presented by Canada’s trade relationship with the United States.  

 

Nicolas Lamp, Director, Queen’s Institute on Trade Policy; Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, Queen’s 

University  

 

9:45  Overview of the Current Trade Landscape  

 

This presentation will provide an overview of the global state of trade and Canada’s trade performance. 

It will 



 

 

 

 

Tuesday, November 16 
 

9:00   A Firm-Level Perspective on Canada-US Trade 

   

Resource reallocation within industries and its impact on firm, industry, and national productivity is a 

key component of Canada-US trade. This presentation examines developments in firm-based trade 

theory and empirics which focus on within industry adjustments and the resulting trade policy 

implications emanating from such models.  These firm-level approaches have changed our 

understanding of the differential impacts of trade on firms of differing sizes and maturities, particularly 

on small and medium enterprises (SMEs).  Hence, the presentation will highlight the challenges that 



 

 

 

 

Wednesday, November 17 
 

9:00 Addressing Distortions in the Global Economy: Industrial Subsidies,  

State-Owned Enterprises, and Overcapacity 

 

China’s allegedly trade-distorting practices have been a central point of contention in the US-China 

trade war, prompting proposals to reform subsidy rules and tighten restrictions on state-owned 

enterprises to discipline China’s model of state capitalism more effectively. Overcapacity in sectors like 

steel has also had knock-on effects on trade relations between the United States and its allies, leading 



1:30  End of the Day 

  



 

 

 

Thursday, November 18 
 



 Matthew Kronby, Partner, Borden Ladner Gervais 

 

1:30  End of the Day 

 

  



 

 

 

Friday, November 19 
 

9:00  Instrument Choice in Responding to Protectionism  

 

The US boycott of appointments to the WTO Appellate Body has made it possible for WTO Members 

to sabotage the WTO dispute settlement process. As a result, Canada will need to look to other avenues 

to enforce its rights under international trade agreements, including committee processes and 

arbitration procedures in the WTO and dispute settlement procedures under preferential trade 

agreements. The presentation will lay out the options available to Canadian trade officials and discuss 

their advantages and drawbacks.    

 



 

 

 
Speakers and Group Seminar Leaders 
(in alphabetical order) 

 

 

 

Ken Ash is a Visiting Fellow at the Institute for International Trade, University of Adelaide, and Director 

of Ash Global Insights, offering advice on international trade and agricultural policies, with a specific 

focus on subsidy reform, supply chains, and global food systems. Ken was Director of Trade and 

Agriculture at the OECD between 2008 and 2020, having served as Deputy Director since 1999. Ken 

led OECD efforts to provide evidence-based advice to governments with the aim of improving the 

domestic and international performance of trade, food, agriculture, and fisheries policies. Prior to 

joining the OECD Ken had extensive experience in the Government of Canada. As Director General, 

Economic and Policy Analysis (1995-99) he provided strategic advice on agriculture and trade policies and on government-

wide institutional reform. 

 

 

Arun Alexander, Director General, North America Trade Policy Bureau 

 

 

 

 

Mira Burri 



Previously, he had a 31-year career with Canada’s civil service, retiring as deputy chief economist at the Department of 

Foreign Affairs and International Trade (now Global Affairs Canada). 

 

 

 

 

Kathleen Claussen is Associate Professor at the University of Miami School of Law.  Her most recent 

work has appeared or is forthcoming in the print or online editions of the Yale Law Journal, Stanford 

Law Review, Virginia Law Review, and the American Journal of International Law.  Prior to joining the 

academy in 2017, Professor Claussen was Associate General Counsel at the Office of the U.S. Trade 

Representative in the Executive Office of the President. There, she represented the United States in 

trade dispute proceedings and served as a legal advisor for the United States in international trade 

negotiations.  Earlier in her career, she was Legal Counsel at the Permanent Court of Arbitration in 

The Hague. She is a graduate of the Yale Law School, Queen’s University Belfast where she was a 

Mitchell Scholar, and Indiana University where she was a Wells Scholar. 



Committee of the Quebec Journal of International Law, a member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of the African 

Academy of International Law Practice, a member of the Advisory Board of the Global Compact for the Environment blog, 

and the scientific director of the International Civil Aviation Organization simulation. She is a member of three research 

centers: the Centre d’études sur l’intégration et la mondialisation (CEIM) which benefits from a research team grant from 



She has her Bachelor of Arts Honours in Political Studies from the University of Manitoba; and Masters of Arts in International 

Affairs from the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs at Carleton University.   @KendalHembroff   

@GAC_Corporate 

 

Valerie Hughes is Senior Counsel with Bennett Jones LLP where she specializes in trade and 

investment law. Previously, Valerie spent 22 years with the federal government, serving in the 



Law from the London School of Economics and Political Science in 2013. His doctoral thesis on “Lawmaking in the Multilateral 





Stephen Tapp is the Chief Economist at the Canadian Chamber of Commerce. In this role, he is a key 

member of the Chamber’s executive leadership team, responsible for economic analysis and research. 

His focus is on developing data, analytics and forecasting capacities to provide real-



Robert Wolfe is professor emeritus at the School of Policy Studies, Queen’s University and a member 

of the Global Affairs Canada Trade Advisory Council. He was a foreign service officer for many years, 

serving abroad in Bangladesh and Paris-OECD, and in Ottawa in international economic relations 

including as Sylvia Ostry’s Executive Assistant when she was G7 sherpa and Ambassador for 

Multilateral Trade Negotiations. After completing a doctorate in Political Studies he joined Queen’s in 

1995. He was a co-editor of the IRPP volume, Redesigning Canadian Trade Policies for New Global 

Realities. He has recently published extensively on WTO reform, including analysis based on a survey 

of the views of trade practitioners; the papers are available at https://rdwolfe.ca/?page_id=42  @BobWolfeSPS 

 

Rufus Yerxa became President of the National Foreign Trade Council (NFTC) in May 2016. As 

president, he oversees NFTC’s efforts in favor of a more open, rules-based world economy, focusing 

on key issues to U.S. competitiveness such as international trade and tax policy, economic sanctions 

and export finance. He has more than four decades of experience as a lawyer, diplomat, U.S. trade 

negotiator and international official. He has been in key policymaking and management roles in 

Congress, the Office of the United States Trade 


