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Course synopsis 
 
This course offers a critical analysis of the major institutions that shape politics and 
governance in Canada, including: the prime minister and cabinet; the House of 
Commons; the Senate; the electoral system; the public service; and, intergovernmental 
relations. Each weekend, we focus on a particular institution by delving into its inner 
workings as well as the some of the more prominent proposals for its reform. Special 
attention will be paid to the shifting power dynamics among institutions and actors and 
the implications of these power relationships for the integrity of democracy. This is a 
course about power and decision making in various political institutions and jurisdictions 
in Canada. 
 
The course will draw on the current and relevant literature in political science and public 
administration, and will also incorporate media reports, opinion pieces, and think tank 

12:30 ET) and Saturdays (12:30-2 
ET). We will discuss the readings
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Paper topics and dates: 
 

1. Minority government in Canada (due November 6) 
2. The role of political parties (due December 4) 
3. Values and ethics in the public service (March 5) 
4. Decision making and power in governmental institutions (April TBD) 

 
Topics and Readings 

 
 
Weekend 1: Responsible Government and Executive Power 

¶ Prime Minister of Canada. 2015. Open and Accountable Government. Available 
at: 

http://pm.gc.ca/eng/news/2015/11/27/open-and-accountable-government
http://www.ppforum.ca/sites/default/files/Report%20-%20English.pdf
http://www.revparl.ca/english/issue.asp?param=238&art=1837
https://ppforum.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/DDPResearch-Memo-1-Aug2019.pdf
https://ppforum.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/DDPResearch-Memo-1-Aug2019.pdf
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/july-2020/thirdparties-strive-to-become-a-driving-force-in-elections/



