




What is the most interaction (either positive or negative) between 
the pandemic and long-run trends in relation to trade policy?

1. The pandemic has shown that thanks to globalization and interconnectedness, the multilateral 
trading system has proven more resilient than anticipated, specially when crisis of this magnitude 
affect us all.

2. Countries are focused on domestic capabilities and looking inward instead of working to 
problem solve through the international community.

3. The most significant long-term trends influenced by the pandemic include accelerating a move 
toward a digital economy/digital trade rules, the need to strengthen supply chains (including in 
cases becoming less dependent on certain countries such as China), and exacerbating a trend 
toward protectionist policies.

4. The challenges brought by the pandemic has accelerated the divide between China and the West.
5. The imperative for agility in adapting the trading system and rules to rapidly changing 


