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Purpose  

The purpose of this guideline is to:
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When determining how long research study data should be kept, researchers must determine which 
policies and regulations apply to their research. The sections below provide information about the 
data retention policies that most commonly apply to research data conducted at Queen’s University 
and its affiliated hospitals. NOTE: There may be other policies that apply

/secretariat/policies/senate/integrity-research
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/interagency-research-funding/policies-and-guidelines/research-data-management/tri-agency-research-data-management-policy
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/interagency-research-funding/policies-and-guidelines/research-data-management/tri-agency-research-data-management-policy
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/interagency-research-funding/policies-and-guidelines/research-data-management/tri-agency-research-data-management-policy


https://borealisdata.ca/
https://borealisdata.ca/dataverse/queens
https://www.frdr-dfdr.ca/repo/?locale=en
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and encryption required to store confidential or sensitive data. Data protected by intellectual 
property rights and/or legal agreements (i.e., licenses) may not be able to deposited or shared, even 
if the researcher had permission to view and use the data in the study.  
 
Most de-identified or anonymized data collected by the researcher themselves, or data for which the 
identity of the participants cannot be determined, can be deposited into a research data repository. 
Identifiable data can potentially be stored in a research data repository, if the consent process 
explicitly asked for and received permission from participants to do so.  
 

How to find a research data repository  

There are a number of ways a researcher can find a research data repository that will work for them. 
1. They can contact the Research Data Management team at the Queen’s Library for 

assistance (https://library.queensu.ca/help-services/research-data-
management). 

2. They can ask colleagues within their discipline what repositories they may have used 
in the past. 

3. They can search for a repository on the Registry of Research Data Repositories 
(https://www.re3data.org/).   

https://library.queensu.ca/help-services/research-data-management
https://library.queensu.ca/help-services/research-data-management
https://www.re3data.org/

